
“He	
  was	
  a	
  hero	
  who	
  had	
  many	
  unheroic	
  characteris3cs.”	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  -­‐-­‐Roy	
  Jenkins,	
  Franklin	
  Delano	
  Roosevelt	
  (New	
  York:	
  Times	
  Books,	
  2003),	
  2	
  



From	
  President	
  to	
  Commander	
  in	
  Chief	
  



Franklin	
  Roosevelt	
  was	
  diagnosed	
  with	
  polio	
  in	
  the	
  summer	
  of	
  1921,	
  at	
  the	
  age	
  of	
  39,	
  while	
  
vaca3oning	
  as	
  a	
  family	
  home	
  in	
  Campobello	
  Island,	
  Bay	
  of	
  Fundy,	
  New	
  Brunswick,	
  Canada	
  

Campobello	
  



New	
  York	
  Times	
  reporter	
  James	
  Kieran	
  helped	
  coin	
  the	
  phrase	
  “Brain	
  Trust”	
  to	
  describe	
  FDR’s	
  
network	
  of	
  advisors	
  in	
  his	
  ar3cle,	
  “The	
  ‘Cabinet’	
  Mr.	
  Roosevelt	
  Already	
  Has,”	
  November	
  20,	
  1932	
  

Brain	
  Trust	
  	
  

Louis	
  Howe	
  

Jim	
  Farley	
   Henry	
  Morgenthau	
  

Sam	
  Rosenman	
   Raymond	
  Moley	
  



James	
  Kieran,	
  “The	
  ‘Cabinet’	
  Mr.	
  Roosevelt	
  Already	
  Has,”	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  November	
  20,	
  1932	
  

The	
  Partner	
  

Eleanor	
  Roosevelt	
  



FDR	
  delivered	
  his	
  first	
  “fireside	
  chat”	
  from	
  his	
  White	
  House	
  office	
  on	
  March	
  12,	
  1933	
  and	
  used	
  
the	
  radio	
  to	
  speak	
  directly	
  to	
  the	
  American	
  people	
  about	
  30	
  3mes	
  over	
  the	
  next	
  twelve	
  years.	
  

Fireside	
  Chats	
  



Lend-­‐Lease	
  

Beginning	
  in	
  December	
  1940,	
  President	
  Roosevelt	
  began	
  undertaking	
  efforts	
  to	
  supply	
  
friendly	
  belligerents	
  in	
  their	
  fight	
  against	
  Nazi	
  Germany.	
  	
  Eventually,	
  these	
  efforts	
  became	
  
consolidated	
  and	
  expanded	
  in	
  the	
  Lend-­‐Lease	
  Act,	
  signed	
  into	
  law	
  in	
  March	
  1941.	
  



Pearl	
  Harbor	
  

Following	
  the	
  surprise	
  Japanese	
  aback	
  on	
  Pearl	
  Harbor	
  in	
  December	
  1941,	
  the	
  US	
  formally	
  
entered	
  World	
  War	
  II	
  and	
  also	
  began,	
  with	
  FDR’s	
  tenta3ve	
  approval,	
  a	
  policy	
  of	
  internment	
  
for	
  Japanese	
  Americans	
  on	
  the	
  West	
  Coast.	
  



War	
  Aims	
  

During	
  the	
  Tehran	
  Conference	
  in	
  late	
  1943,	
  Stalin	
  pushed	
  hard	
  for	
  allies	
  to	
  open	
  a	
  second	
  
front	
  in	
  Europe.	
  	
  The	
  resul3ng	
  Opera3on	
  Overlord	
  became	
  famous	
  as	
  D-­‐Day,	
  June	
  6,	
  1944.	
  



Yalta	
  and	
  the	
  Future	
  

At	
  the	
  Yalta	
  Conference	
  in	
  early	
  1945,	
  the	
  second	
  war3me	
  mee3ng	
  of	
  the	
  “Big	
  Three,”	
  FDR	
  
abempted	
  to	
  secure	
  the	
  par3cipa3on	
  of	
  the	
  Soviet	
  Union	
  in	
  plans	
  for	
  a	
  post-­‐war	
  world	
  built	
  
around	
  secure	
  borders	
  and	
  interna3onal	
  coopera3on.	
  	
  


