Franklin Roosevelt: The Juggler
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“He was a hero who had many unheroic characteristics.”
--Roy Jenkins, Franklin Delano Roosevelt (New York: Times Books, 2003), 2
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Campobello

Franklin Roosevelt was diagnosed with polio in the summer of 1921, at the age of 39, while
vacationing as a family home in Campobello Island, Bay of Fundy, New Brunswick, Canada



There i3 Louis McHenry Howe, 2
newspaper man known ag the “head-
man”; there is James A, Farley, the
Democratic national ehairman: there
{s Henry Morgenthau Jr., farmer
conservation commissioner; there is
Samuel I. Rosenman, legislative ex-
pert and political buffer, who formed
the “braing trust”; and there Is Ray-
mond Moley, the ‘brains trust"
head, professor at Columbia, expelt

on public law, tireless worker andl
chief aide of the Governor on thcl

final draft of public statements,

Louis Howe

Brain Trust

Sam Rosenman Raymond Moley

New York Times reporter James Kieran helped coin the phrase “Brain Trust” to describe FDR’s
network of advisors in his article, “The ‘Cabinet” Mr. Roosevelt Already Has,” November 20, 1932



| But in naming the members of the. The Pa rtner

| “inner Cabinet'" one must not forget!
) the Pregident-elect's wife, Eleanorl
| Roosevelt. She, as much because of |
'her own forthrightness of opinion as
| because of her position in the fam-
jily, is a powerful force.

When Franklin D, Roosevelt was
;unexpectedly nominated for the Gov-
| ernorship for the first time, it was

popularly gaid that the really domi-
nant power in the Roosevelt family
was “Mrs. R.,”" .as she is known
among the intimates, That was be- |
cause she had remained In active
politics while her husband: was re-
covering his health,

But when Mr. Roosevelt donned
the mantle of official position, once|
more it was quickly demonstrated
that he was master of hig own desti-
nies, Mrs, Rooseveit, out of her
own long experience in public,
offered advice but never dictation.
She was able to spealk her mind
freely and with effect to her hus-
band. Mrs, Roosevelt has the repu-
tation of never interfering, but when Eleanor Roosevelt
she is asked for her opinion she
minces no words in stating her view,

James Kieran, “The ‘Cabinet’ Mr. Roosevelt Already Has,” New York Times, November 20, 1932



Fireside Chats

FDR delivered his first “fireside chat” from his White House office on March 12, 1933 and used
the radio to speak directly to the American people about 30 times over the next twelve years.



Lend-Lease

Beginning in December 1940, President Roosevelt began undertaking efforts to supply
friendly belligerents in their fight against Nazi Germany. Eventually, these efforts became
consolidated and expanded in the Lend-Lease Act, signed into law in March 1941.



Pearl Harbor
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Following the surprise Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941, the US formally

entered World War Il and also began, with FDR’s tentative approval, a policy of internment
for Japanese Americans on the West Coast.



War Aims

During the Tehran Conference in late 1943, Stalin pushed hard for allies to open a second
front in Europe. The resulting Operation Overlord became famous as D-Day, June 6, 1944.



Yalta and the Future

At the Yalta Conference in early 1945, the second wartime meeting of the “Big Three,” FDR
attempted to secure the participation of the Soviet Union in plans for a post-war world built
around secure borders and international cooperation.



