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…Observe good faith and justice towards all nations; cultivate peace and harmony with all. 
Religion and morality enjoin this conduct; and can it be, that good policy does not equally enjoin 
it - It will be worthy of a free, enlightened, and at no distant period, a 
great nation, to give to mankind the magnanimous and too novel 
example of a people always guided by an exalted justice and 
benevolence…. 

In the execution of such a plan, nothing is more essential than 
that permanent, inveterate antipathies against particular nations, and 
passionate attachments for others, should be excluded; and that, in 
place of them, just and amicable feelings towards all should be 
cultivated. The nation which indulges towards another a habitual 
hatred or a habitual fondness is in some degree a slave. It is a slave 
to its animosity or to its affection, either of which is sufficient to lead 
it astray from its duty and its interest. … 

…Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence (I conjure you 
to believe me, fellow-citizens) the jealousy of a free people ought to 
be constantly awake, since history and experience prove that foreign 
influence is one of the most baneful foes of republican government. 
But that jealousy to be useful must be impartial; else it becomes the 
instrument of the very influence to be avoided, instead of a defense 
against it … 

The great rule of conduct for us in regard to foreign nations is in extending our commercial 
relations, to have with them as little political connection as possible. So far as we have already 
formed engagements, let them be fulfilled with perfect good faith. Here let us stop. Europe has a 
set of primary interests which to us have none; or a very remote relation. Hence she must be 
engaged in frequent controversies, the causes of which are essentially foreign to our concerns. 
Hence, therefore, it must be unwise in us to implicate ourselves by artificial ties in the ordinary 
vicissitudes of her politics, or the ordinary combinations and collisions of her friendships or 
enmities.…It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances with any portion of the 
foreign world; so far, I mean, as we are now at liberty to do it; for let me not be understood as 
capable of patronizing infidelity to existing engagements.  I hold the maxim no less applicable to 
public than to private affairs, that honesty is always the best policy. I repeat it, therefore, let 
those engagements be observed in their genuine sense. But, in my opinion, it is unnecessary 
and would be unwise to extend them. Taking care always to keep ourselves by suitable 
establishments on a respectable defensive posture, we may safely trust to temporary alliances 
for extraordinary emergencies. 

… it is folly in one nation to look for disinterested favors from another; that it must pay with a 
portion of its independence for whatever it may accept under that character; that, by such 
acceptance, it may place itself in the condition of having given equivalents for nominal favors, 
and yet of being reproached with ingratitude for not giving more. There can be no greater error 
than to expect or calculate upon real favors from nation to nation. It is an illusion, which 
experience must cure, which a just pride ought to discard…. 
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