Colin Macfarlane

1/30/11

Lab Assignment: Ancestry.com
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Relative: My Grandfather Robert Andrew Macfarlane

Search: 

I started looking in the 1930 Census Records for “Robert Andrew Macfarlane” because he was born in 1923. I also tried to narrow the results by using my grandfather’s dad who had the same name and by restricting it to the US. When that search did not turn up results, I searched for “Robert A. Macfarlane” for both him and his father. Finally I turned up a census record by searching for “Robert A. Macfarland,” which I used because my last name is often misspelled.

Background:

My grandfather Robert Andrew Macfarlane was born February 17th, 1923 in Massachusetts. He lived in Connecticut for most of his life and worked for the Stanley Steel company as a lawyer. He married Sarah Adkins with whom he had his three children, Bruce, Scott and my father Kirk. He attended Bates College until he volunteered to join the Navy during World War II. He lived 71 years until he died in 1995.

Census Record:

I knew this had to be my grandfather despite the misspelling when I saw that they listed him as 7 years and 2 months old on the census form. Since this record was taken on April 1st, 1930, and he was born February, 1923, I was confident this was him. The record shows that his father was a paymaster in what looks like some sort of printing industry. His father was born in Massachusetts and his mother in England. His father was 52, his mother Jennie was 40, and his sister Hazel was 18 in 1930. They answered that they both were first married at age 29, which would mean that at least Robert must have had a previous marriage or that possibly they put down only Roberts age when they married. Also Hazel was still unmarried at 18. Both Hazel and Robert were still in school that year. My grandfather’s family could all read and write, but the record does not say if my grandfather could or not. Finally, it looks like they lived on 337 Rochester Street, in a home worth $6,500, in Bristol County, Massachusetts. 

