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Tuesday, February 27, 2018 
 
On the actual exam, students will have to answer TWO essay questions that will be 
provided from the list below.  Each answer should contain a high level of detail, 
occupy several blue book pages and take about 30-35 minutes to complete. 
 
 

1.  Antulio Echevarria argues that the modern-day concept of the “American way of 
war” needs substantial revision.  Please summarize the main points of his 
interpretation about the evolution of US military practice and assess the relative 
merits of his arguments from his landmark book, Reconsidering the American 
Way of War (2014). 
 

2. Americans have been fighting small wars or engaging in military actions with 
limited objectives since the earliest days of the republic.  Please assess some of 
the key areas of continuity and change in these episodes, especially over the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  Make sure to use specific examples to 
illustrate your points. 

 
3. Imagine that you are a junior staffer working for a boss on the current National 

Security Council who is preparing to argue that the US is already engaged in a 
full-scale cyber war against enemies such as Russia and North Korea.  You are 
now tasked with preparing a section of a memo that attempts to distill lessons 
from the past military practice in order to help guide planning for future actions.  
You can argue either for caution, deterrence and containment or for more 
aggressive counter-offensive tactics, but lay out what you consider to be the 
historical precedents and models for explaining the habits of mind that should 
guide US policymakers in these dangerous endeavors.   

 
GENERAL ADVICE 
Good essay exam answers begin by providing a clear thesis or interpretation and by defining any 
key terms in the question.  You don’t need to restate the question, but you should address its 
terms directly in the opening paragraph. The best answers then proceed to support their 
interpretation by providing specific historical examples arranged in a logical, compelling and 
CHRONOLOGICAL fashion.  Essays should offer a high level of detail, including the use of 
brief quotations or striking examples and should also take care to anticipate potential objections 
or alternatives to their interpretations.   You do not need to provide citations, but try to indicate in 
the text where you are obtaining your information, especially if it comes from outside of 
Echevarria’s book. 
 
REMINDERS 

• Students may study together but must produce their own answers  
• Each essay should occupy several blue book pages and take about 30-35 minutes 
• Please make sure to bring multiple pens 
• Missing an exam is only an option in an emergency or for documented sickness  


