Te thoe people of Indinm!

I am H@,ltar’ﬁhlts, an Amrican Begro. I am cne of 13,000,000
Begro citigens of this bation of 130,000,000 people. I aspeak to you
af one who many timed in written and spoksen word have advooatad‘ frea-
dom for India. I have avldly read the words of your lsaders and
writers-Gandhi, Nehru, Azed, Bhridviani. I have many Indian friends
vhogse friendehip I dgeply eetesm. I have aa frequently oriticized
the imperialism of Oreat Britaln and the distortion in the United

Btates of the aims and ambitions of the people of India.
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September 18, 1344

My dear Gesneral Surles: e

I am taking this means of inquiring if the
War Departmsnt would favor my going as a war core
respondent on or about November 1lO0th to visit the
aread whare Negro troops are statloried or have
bteen 8s8tationsd In ths Paclflc, Indla, and China.
I would like to return from the Burma-China theatre
via Ruasla, the Persian Gulf and the Middle Eaat
through Cairo and North Africa to Casablanca.
Since it 18 probable that by that time the war
in Burops w1ll have sended, I would like to re=
turn to the United States via. West Africa, Brazil
and the West Indios.

1f, a8 18 most unlikaly, the wnr is still going
on in Burope, it may be that from Casablanca I
would want to return to the L ted States via
Burops. ‘
to Washington to go
to he in Washin”to
days, thia being
return of the Presai en
Ney I come 1 to

With~cordialjgra 1
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Septenber 26, 1944

/‘

Dea: Hr. Tlerney:

' I an hoping to go in Novewber to the paci-
fio, Indla, Chins, Russia, the !iddle Eust and one
or two other pluces, and I an writing to inquire if
tho New York Post wishes ne to continue to serve as
8 war correspondent for it as was requested in your
letter to Colonel ldsTshull Newton last full asking
ny acoreditation for the lJuropean and Pacifia The-
atres. T an enclosing self-explanatory copy of
letter I wrote to Ceneral surlses on September 18th
to which Colonsl Heard replied stating that only
war correspondents are now being permitted to trav-
el. le ppparently overlooked the : rot sentence of
uy letter. . . |

a correspondent for
I for you to
request-

h to let
equest,
nay present it

metine the latter




NEW YORK POST
FOUNDED 1801

75 VWest Strset . New York . Y“Whitehall 4-3000
7

Paul A. Tierney
Yunaging Zditor

Colonel Marshall Nev.ton

Chief Liaison Direstor
Bur eau of Publia Relations
ashington D. C.~

Dear air.

- Mr. Ndlter \h1t0 _ 
Post as its gorrssp nd
Pacifio theatres.

ThlS letter is anc
aooruditation of L
areas.




Ootober 24, 1944

FEZORANDUA 00 WAL DEPANTHENT FROM WALT:R WVHITE:

Undorstanding that Lar Departme}nt regulagions permit mocoredi-
tation only to one theatrs with accrsditation to the next thsatre te bve
sescured in the one then beinzs quitted, I request authority to follow
ag far as practicable the following itemerary!

Hew York to Ban Franolsso.

Sen Franolseo to Huwall. v

Hawalli to the BSolouons group in the Bouth Pacific comuend, including Hew

Habridas, Bowainville, and other iglonds where the 93rd Dlviﬁion, 2lgh

Infantry and other ocolorsed coubat or ssrvice troops ara staticned.

The Solemons to Australis including Brisbans, B8ydney, and Tewnsville.

Brishane to dilng Bay for visita to tha New Gumea Theatre and the islands

surrounding it whs:'u Megro troops are stationed.

¥rou Milne Bay to ths Phillipines {it is my plan to resch the Phillipines

bstween January 1 and 15 by which time the military situzstion may parmit

travel from the Phillipines dirsctly te China.) -

Phillipines to Chumiking.

Chungking to the China-India-Buraa Theatre.

Indin; - I would like to visit New Delhi where I am to be

the guest of Lord Wavell. I should also like to
visit Caloutta and Bombay. ‘

From Indin to the Persian Gulf Theatre.
From the Pursian (ulf to Moscow, Hussia.
Rusesis %o Frwnoe, Gesuany, England and the European Theatrea of operation.
Enzland to the Unlted Stntas. [

a

In the event that ths progross paign to retake t
Philijpines has not advenced an fly from the New
Guinea Theatre te the Fhillipi: 8 5
this altermative route: {to pr ia ;

United States.

and from there 1
¥Franes, England, | ’

¥ollowing that
Hawail; Hawail

New Guinea Theatre; Beu du ne‘a o
United Btates. - -




BRITISH INFORMATION SERVICES
30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA

NEW YORK 20, N. Y.

16 November, 13944

NOV 17144, cig

Telephone: Clrors 6-5100
Cobles: DicesTion, New Yonx

Dear ir. vhite,

by attention hus been draswn to a
note in the Lyons column in the New York
Post of November 8, that you will lsave
for India shortly.

No doubt you have already planned
to meat Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, leader of the
Depressed Classes and Lahour Member of the
Vicaroy's Council. In case you had not in-
c¢luded his name on your list, I am taking
the liberty of urging you to make & point
of interviewing Dr. Ambedkar. I think you..

would find an ewchanga,of views mutually
helpful, becnuse 1 know hat by
is very interested in
~ people and has assemb d
colleotlon of books o
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November 20, 1944

Dear }lss Herrlnpgton:

.

I am very grateful for the suggestion
contsined in your letter of November l6th. I
had already thought of Dr. Aubedkar but auw
glad to have the suggestion Ifrom you.

I am encountering some difficulties
sbout seeing &ll of the people I want to see
in India but I hope that they will be streight-
ened out before I Treach the: f .

British;lnfcr 1

30 Rockefeller Pl
New York 20, N



AT
At

November
2L th
19414,

Dear Mr., Mich:

I am happy to attempt the thres articles
for LOCK as follows: (1) on Negro troops.in the
Pacific, personalized and laruely pictorial; (2}
an article on Indin; (3) an article on my inter-
view with Stalin,

Should any other article which would be-
of genersl interest develop I shall either com-
municate with you by oable or letter, or discuss
it with you upon my return. -

i “ﬁoﬁ“hait weak bhef
8 Up with the Ar
_ha in the Euro

oretary. |
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Novouwber 28, 1944

SUGGHSTED ITIMNiLRARY TFOR

'ul PRUYa T 1 [~y S 'h',‘n.
2 0 DI;LL % i ALD
WSSI;L
Decgaber & == 10 o= Hawail
] 10 -- 3 - South Puocliflc

(fncluding New Guinea and
the I'hillppines)

January 1 == 18 - : Chins
Juanuury lo--
February 10 -~ India

Flying Chungking to Burma front, Assaly, Lédo‘ﬁoad

Culoutte = 2~3 days

{Best hotel--GrLat Ragtern
Second best-Crand Hntel)

Hew Dclhd - > 1 week
(2¢ hours with Vioeroy uavell,

ir invited)
Best hntel--Imparinl

Telugraph Rajah 9claehari at kudras date
when W will be in. hGW“ lhi and Bonbay
to ascertaln if he will be in eithar plaoa
durins those dugra .

{Taj zaahulfnotel

Fee lire. Lrip
{si

sae uahatua
Karashi == gee hegro tr

Larachl to Basra or Bughdad
Zosoow :

611 Harriusn date




Dear Ur,

after fo
Paolrio.

april 10, 1945

LoCloy:

I g baok in the United States
ur very interesting months In the
1 should like very muoch to dis-

cuss with you pome of the good and some of

the not
theXe,

ao good situatlons which I £

I would be happy to

ington st your oonvenisnce
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“Peace. WL Lome Only Prom Wanting What Yod Wants —
Namely , the Welfare of the Whole Human Family.”

Samuel McCrea Cavert

Wy, Friends.”

As the voice of the late Franklin Delano Roosevelt was stilled on Thursday, April 12, in “the little
White House™ at Warm Springs, Gcorgm, there still echoed in the ears of the people of the country and the
world those warm words, "My Friends,” which for twelve years opened his radio £cs:dc talks.

"My Friends” will carry the warmth and eniality and siacerity of this world leader as long as America
holds before her the pattern of justice and will to all men which he championed. As the world Eows in
humble reverence, and from tme to time turns its eyes toward the rosc—bordcre‘f ceypt at Hyde Pa.rk,‘ despite
the turmoil of war and the struggle of lowly men to survive, there will forever resound in the hearts and
minds of those who loved Mr. Roosevelt his understanding and concern~for, all who heard—and thése who
didn't listen—his "My Friends.”

(The editors).

“The Prcsx:lcnt Lcavcs 2 I.egaq" is Lh le of d ub] parz hskk cdxtona! f.nbutc from the Chirago ILe[mdtr.
“Negro America joins with a saddened world to. T assir great humanitaridn -, .. If only for the beginaing
of the principle m gov:mmeut that racial discel nployr i President Roosevelt wauld live in history
as a champion'of c?ro America . . . But America g0 o the promise of the future. President Roosevelt has opened
cl}ll;"lugh road: to us, the way, and now. th this' country, must take up the

eage.” : 5

¢

Pm:bxrg Cam mu h of te \ people of the wodd weie buried
with_Pranklin:Delano Roosevelt, only the X bereavement darkened all lands where
. | of Hitler's ‘slave |laborers,

mmented

“ leaders! 1 ; o follow
that vision; | ocosevell e fo ) don ] ', : -33 and: ined with
us during: nnd ‘after the fo:cbodl dﬂy 11C arbor r ho when believ imself -to- be
right,” chs ded precedent and: political i 'abroad.”

he Kansas
roups suffer
e credit
s | s ‘his | us ‘ “for'a lasting -
i peace ' Was erer hi c 1 and { k “ob: overcame,’ éach

tradition which he pushed aside; FIé wi 2 ral in thought and acti d his ions man’ welfare will
~bcalastmgmonumcnt his'm - o




New York- Amisterdam Star-News: “The words ‘these are the times
which men's souls,’ first written during the struggle for American
independence, were written large before Franklin D. Rooscvelt during
his administratioo—Rrst by the despair of depression and next by the
long sped:c of f eggression. He answered with a faith in the

E‘opl with a deep sense of the spiritual si ﬁczncc
of bans ef Executive of one of the great nations of
His was a boundless optimism which surmounted pmblems wbxch
appalled lesser mea. He overwhelmed the chaos of economic depres-
swn in cne grand purpose of serving ‘the forgotten man. Hc’pluggcd
gps In employment, education, banking, social welfare,
trade unionism and industry; uatil, in spuc of complaints and criti-
cism America's faith in herself was restored.”

Peoples Voice: “"Within the memory of modern man there has

no greater fighter for exploited humxmg . . . M, Roosevelt
believed that the only way that democracy coul work for any portion
of the American people was to work for all the people . He
refused to allow any balcony Caesar, paper banger, or Jn.pw
Fascist to deny any people anywhere their right to a full democracy.
The greatest monument to Franklin D. Roosevelt must be a
pcoples lrczv:f:, which must conform to the pattern lnid down by our
er-in-Chief.”

In a telegram to Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, signed by Mrs. Heary
Hill Pierce, Co-Chairman, and Dr. Geor, gc B. Haynes, Executive
Secretary, Department of Race Relations of The Federa!l Council of
Churches, officizl tribute was expressed in the words:

*“We mourn the loss of President Roosevelt as friend and
leader of the underprivileged and opprused of every race

and class in every land. We shall miss him in the struggle

for real democracy at home and nbroacL Our deepest sym-

pathy goes out to you and famil

“He Will Not Diel”

“Franklin Delano Roosevelt is oot dead. He has joined the im.
mortals,” wrote Geosge E. Hnynu in his column to the press on
current interracial relations. "His words and deeds. for the welfare
of the common man will go down the road of time, He will not die!"

Dr. Hapnes closes his review of highlights of the President's
career in behalf of justice to races, by reprinting a letter * ‘typical of
the point of view and spirit of the man™ which Mr. Roosevelt
addressed last year to Bishop Henry St. George Tucker, then presi:
dent of the Federal Council of Churches, at the dawn of the 22nd
observance of Race Relations Sunday. The letter in full follows:

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

My dear Bishop Tucker:
I am grateful for the opportunity to join wn.h the Fedemlk
Couancil of Churches of Christ inAinérica in’emphasizing

Janudry 29, 1944

the importance of the observance of Race: Relations Sunday.

on February thirteenth.

At no time in the twenty-two' years of thc observance of *
this Day, dedicated to the- Christian spirit in rice relations,
has its meaning been so significint to America and to man:

kind. The unity of the nations:fighting for a free world |

includes men of every color and race.* The strength which
this nation contributes to that  unity dcpcnds at home on
men of all races who ace alsoall Americans,

Unfortunately, in this time when ‘America rcquucs cat-
ness in its spirit, some . of our:citizens have: betrayed: our
cause and damaged the wotld's respect for our faith by acts
of violence and prejudice, bigotry and division. Such m
miss the meaning of America as they are incapable of unde
standing the brotherhood of men in terms of divine teaching
and democratic living, Some 'such men deserve our censure,
Some’ are eatitled to our contemipt.. All require the nev
ceasing reiteration “of ‘the” Christian and American faith
the dignity of all peoples ‘nnd nght of all men to
treatmentin this land and on'th .

No institution can:be more. :Eccuve m, Lhe creatxon
harmonious and warm-hearted relations
than “the’ Christian :Churches. I rejoice in your observanc
of - Race ‘Relations: Sunday and take courage from the divine.
teachings that every ‘day give emphasis ‘to the spirit of
"brotherhood among /men upon which our hopcs for las
peace bcyond victory must depend,

- Ve:y sincerely ‘yours,
e (signed): FRANKLIN D OOSE
RL Rev, St George “Tucker, D,
TheFederal Council of :th Ch

-Christ in “America, -

297 Fourth Avenue, Ncw

(‘OPemng quomuon of rmer k

. the Umte ; antcs“

Out. of. the Chunches
Bias Disputes Mediated

The Open Door, an office of public service for the mediation
of discrimination on grounds of race, nationality, religion or
sex, is now functioning at the Community Church in New
York City, of which Dr. John Haynes Holmes is minister.
It is sponsored by 22 Protestant ministers and Jewish rabbis.
(N. Y. World-Telegram, April 10).

Maryland Churches Rebuke Jim-Crow Laws

Representatives of Maryland churches have joined with
leaders of civic and labor groups to urge the judiciary com-
mittee of the legislature to work for the repeal of Jimcrow
laws in the state, (Christian Century, April 11).

Bishop McConaell Re-Activated

When Methodist law last year forced the retirement of
Bishop Francis J. McConnell from his duties as a bishop, no
one expected to see him withdraw from the national scene.
Nor has he . . . Through the Workers Defense League, one
of the many bodies through which he hes long worked for
social )u.stxcc, he is at work on the case of terrorization of
Negroes in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. His memorandum about
the case chargcs that the sheriff in this Florida commupity
arrested and fined without trial more than 49 Negroes, most
of them for refusing to wark for the low wages offered at
jobs on local truck farms or along the waterfront. Under
Florida law a sheriff is allowed 100 per cent of all fines col-
Jected up to $5,000 = year; 60 per ceat of the next $3,000
and 30 per cent of the next $2,000. "The mast amazing thing
about this story,” writes the bishop, “is that it could, and
did, happen in the United States.” Attempts by local gro#:ps
in Florida and by the federal department of justice to secure
indictments have so far failed. But Bishop McConnell has pot
dropped the fight. He is out now rallying support for another
effort to make the constitution provision against “involuntary
servitude” as applicable in this Florida city as in the rest| of
(Cbnn‘mn Cmmry, April 11).

, the Race Relations Cdm-
£ Dayton and Montgomery
rikers and sent an open |

lore this stopgagc of ‘esseatial
Daym _especially deplore

vernmental agencies are to bc com-
ualified workers. The new. cmployccs
d self-control in”a tensc
m cndcd “for its* publxshcd

:atich Does Not Sit Down’

se. ;obs, seniority," andf_

ended for :exemsmg te-
mnght have lcd to opmk

i
!
i
|




Labor Award to Church Leader

The Rev. James Myers, Industrial Secretary of The Federal
Council of Churches and author of Do Yow Know Labor?,
known for his efforts to secure equal justice for all races, was
chosen to receive the Workcrs%cfcnse League Award for
“distinguished service in behalf of labor's rights.”

Mr. Myers' activities include work for continuance of the
FEPC Federal; an investigation of racial discriminstion in
employment by the Philadelphia Transit Company and appear-
ance at mass meetings demanding eclimination of this dis-
crimination; long active support of the Southern Tenant
Farmers Union, which unites colored and white sharecroppers
in fighting for their rights. (From Associated Negro' Press
release). According to the Workers Defense League, Mr.
Myers is the first churchman to receive the WDL award which
has been given since 1941. (Eds.)

Omenican. ndians. — Not Uocal
But Cital

(Cullings from Indiana at Fork)
The National Congress of American Indians

Although attended by little fanfare, it was an event of
historic importance when some 80 delegates representing  over
30 Indian tribes of the United States assembled together in
Denver, Colorado, from November 15 to 18, 1944, to form
the National Congress of American Indians . . . The Conven-
tion was called by the Indians themselves and . . . had full
participation of all the delegates . . . The purposes far which
the Congress was formed are found in the preamble to the
Constitution unanimously adopted by the Convention, as
follows:

“We, the members of Indian Tribes of the United States of America
in convention nssembied on the 16th day of November, 1944, at
Denver, Colorado, in order to secure to ourselves and our descendants
the rights and benefits to wbich we are entitled under the laws of the
Ugited States the scveral states thereof, and the terriory of Alaska;
to enlighten the public toward a better understzading of the Indian
race; to preserve Indjan cultural values; to seck an equitable adjust-
ment of tribal affairs; to secure and to preserve rights under Indian
treaties with the United States; and otherwise to promote the common
welfare of the American Indians—do establish this organization and
adopt its Constitution and By-Laws.”

. . . Through an organization national in scope, with
membership limited to persons of Indian ancestry, Indians
will have an opportunity to speak for themselves, work for
themselves and to assume responsibilities in areas where this
has not been possible heretofore. {Lois E. Harlin, delegate to
the National Convention}. ~— - T o

= &

An Indian Farm Cooperative

Only a few years ago a supervisor reported on a small band
of Kootenai Indians, up in Northern Idaho, as “the most
ignorant, obstinate and non-progressive of any in the entire
Northwest.” . . . Today these same Indians live in decent
cottages, have sanitary sewage; at the end of the 1943 farming
year they had 385 acres in crops; they sold agricultural
products valued at over $10,500 and consumed for home use
products valued at $500. Their farming and livestock ex-
penses amounted to over $4,100 and their net income for the
year was nearly $7,000. Of the money expended, $1,700 was
paid to their own people for labor.

These changes came about after attempts on the part of the
Indian Service {Government) to teach them accepted methods
of farming, which in the beginning met with indifference.
Organization of the “Better Times Club" was the result of
this cooperative farm effort.

Recently a supervisor said of the Kootenai Indians, "They
are a very thrifty and industrious group and work well

together.”

Use of Indian Manpower

During last summer, the Office of Indian Affairs undertook
inquiry into the utilization of Indian manpower in the Unuted
States and Alaska . . . From 65 jurisdictions of the Indian
Service in the United States and Alaska, reports indicate thar
approximately 23,000 Indian young men arc now in the
armed forces, 7 per cent of the total Indian population in the
United States. No account is taken of the large number
rejected or discharged from the armed forces tor vunous
reasons, such as illiteracy, inaptitude, physical handicaps or
disease. In addition, 800 Indian young women ire serving in
the WACGs, the WAVEs and other services.

In 1943 more than 46,000 Indians left the reservations to
obtain employment for varying periods. It is estimated that
they earned over $40,000,000. The same year 22,192 Indians
were employed in agriculture, herding, picking otton; 24,122
non-agricultural laborers in airplane factories, shipyards, rul-
roads, mines, canneries, sawmnills, etc. Indians have proved to
be satisfactory railroad workers, and many railway miintenance
crews are composed almost entirely of Indians. Indian pirls
and women have been in demand for household work and as
waitresses in restaurants and hotels; they have made a favor-
ahle record as nurses and nurses' aids. (Dover P. Trent, Sup-
ervisor of Extension and Credit, Office of Indian Affairs).

“Don’t Fence Them In!”

While various estimates have been made as to the proportion
of Indians who will return to reservation areas following the
war, the consensus is that a majority will return at least for
a limited period. Reasons are:

The desire to see family, friends, and home; security—
tenure on and tilling of the soil; dislike of tensions and
competitions in urban areas; tribal affairs—vested interests on
certain reservations; employment in the Indian Service with
some measure of security offered by wages and living quarters;
proposed postwar programs of the Indian Bureau which scem
to offer a new W.P.A,

Among the reasons for the return to the reservation being
only temporary for a relatively large number of Indians,
especially those who have had training for specific jobs are:
Good wages and good living; younger educated group trained
in skills such as afrcraft, automotive, smelting, radio, ctc. will
remain outside the reservations; growing unrest among people

—.as to outmoded restraint of tribal life; only another depres-

(3]

sion will bring them back to their pensioned parents. (News
Lerter, National -Fellowship of Indian Workers).

x ¥

(est (Coastors Homecoming
(From Pacific Citizen, Salt Lake City)
“U. S. Should Pay,” Says California Senate

The California State Senate’s local government commiltee
adopted recently a resolution calling on the Federal govern-
ment to assume full financial responsibility for the return of
persons of Japanese ancestry to California. Senator Ed Fletcher
of San Diego, author of the resolution, cited War Relocation
Authority figures reportedly showing 55 per cent of the adult
Japanese population are indigents and likely to become public
charges on their return to California. “I believe it is the duty
of the United States government,” Fletcher declared, “to pay
any and all costs of the counties or the state caused by their
return,”

[ ]




