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! “We are living in a world ix which strong nationalistic
I tendencies and racial antagonisms must be replaced by
’ mutual under¥tanding and friendly sharing. In this direction
the students of the world have an inescapable obligation
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Joﬁn HJmms Homms o > o
- ; - JAN 18 1943
Fourth Floor = ‘
2929 Broadway - b
Wew York, New York N 1{5“391
rozy
Dear Friend: ‘
We hope that you and hunﬂ.red.s yes thousands, of others will Join us in
signing the enclosed "Greeting" to the people of India. We are asking each signer
to contribute a dollar, or more if possible, to a fund which would be used to pub-
licize this action and if possible to place advertisements of this Greeting and the .
signa.tu.res in one or more leading papers on January the 26th.
. It is hoped that we may in this way arouse interest among the American *
people in Indlan freedom, and also that such a display of. interest in this country
~ will result in the news a.bout this demonstration of solidarity beinz cabléd to India
* by the press associations. In any case, the news will eventually reach Gandhi and
" his colleagues and the common people of India.
C We hope that you will let us know immediately whether you will-join us in
this venture. THere is no time tolose. We suggest you get as many signers as pos-
sible in ‘the next “day or two and then forward them to us post haste. . ; i
‘ Send all communications to John Haynes Holmes, -Fourth Floor 2929 Brbadway, )
New York City, and make out all remittances to Roger N. Baldwin, Treasurer same ad~
" dress, (The signatures and contributions will help the cause even if not a11 comc in
before the twenty-sixth -- so send them along.) »
Sincerely yours, »
. - B
Roland Bainton Richard Grege Paul Scherer
Roger N. Baldwin - Mrs. Frances Gunther Clarence Skinner G
Alfred M. Bingham John Bowland Lathrop Douglas V. JSteeI‘B
“Allan Knight Chalmers Halford By Iuccock Norman M, Thomas
Phillips Packer Elliott A. J, Muste ‘ Howard Thu,rman
Harold E, Fey’ John Netin] Sayre Oswald Garrison Villard

Abrgham Cronbach E, Stanley Jones

January'lh; 19#3 .
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PRDPOSED GREETING to be Published in Wewspaper Ads and Other-Yays --
on January 26, 1943, the 13th Anniversary of the Adcption '
'of the Declaration of Independence by the India National Congress

a ——

T0 THE PEOPLE OF INDIA:

.On this 13th Anniversary of your Declaration of Independence we extend greet—
ings to you in the steadfast hope that the goal for which you are now strugrling is

not far distant.

We feel at one w1th you in your quest of that freedom which we have ourselves

long enjoyed and which we would share in its full worth with other men.

We are grateful to, you for what you have already achieved in. your present
struggle —~ namely, tae klndling again of the desire for freedom in the hearts of
all subJect peoplee throughout the world.

=l
ll

We praise you for that unique element in your struggle which is & challenge
to all mankind -- nemely, the demonstration of non-violent direct action as a way
to liberty. . :

We urge you to remain patientlv loyal to your high purpose, and in this crisis-

 pledge 10 you anew the sympathy end sunport of all our hearts

To JOHN HAYNZS HOLMES,
‘Fourtih Floor, 2929 Broedway,
Yew York, New York.

You may 1lst me as a signer of the January 26th Greeting to the People of Inula

TANE and ADDRESS | | | CHURCH " Joombribution
(Address complete please) | or other connection {to GheZ¥ING
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Indza News

R. Law Stow, Editor * 553 South Western Avenue : Los Angeles, California : Telephone FEderal 5084 -

- February . l2, 1943

3030

o FEB 17 1943
My, Walter White )

69 Fifth Avenue

New York New York

Dear Nr, Whlte

We wish to express our greay appreciatlon for
your kindness in cooperating with us., The re-
lzase which we enclose has been sent out tg

' hundreds of nBWSpapers. _ .

We trust that you yourself will find time to
suggest to some publication with whieh you are
connected or from which you are able to secure
cooperatian, the printing of same.

With wurm personal greetings to you, I remain

Sincerely yours,

ris:hs '\ R, Lal Singh; uditorMDIi NEWS
encl 1 : lember Indian Lu%'onal Congress
: "
f
|
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. ' A FREE ,I_Nﬁm ‘Now "umns ‘ADDED STRENGTH FOR THE UNITED NATIONS' WAR EFFORT
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INDIA ,,

< ' : 653 NDRTH NEW HAMPSHIRE, I.OS ANGELES, CAI-IFDRNIA s

‘NOT TO BE BELEASED UNTIL

Your next lssue

—_ IMPORTANT Kindly send INDIA NEWS

6 coples of the 1lssue of

your publication in which

. part or all of the follow=~

‘ing materisl appesrs, bill-
1ng INDIA NEWS for the 6 copies.

R. Lal Singh, Editor of INDIA NEWS and member of the Indian
National Congress, has just relessed at Los Angelés a number of state-
ments by outstanding Negro leaders on the subject of freedom for Indla.
Mr. Singh, interviewed at Los kAngsles, stated that India must be

free to help win the war.
: "The Indian people are deeply concerned about the war," he sald.
"We eres not pacifist. We want to help, We want .to use our immense
resources to the full, we wish to fully mobilize our 400,000,000 .
peopla on the slide of the Unitocd Nations. Wwe ask you Americans: What
better way than the freedom wayt \hat better insplratlion for the
Indien masses than freedom? The war is rnot won yet. It may take
avery avallabls man, every ton of steel we can get, to beat Hitler
and Hlrohito. That means Indiasn men and Indian material must be used

" to the full, It is dengeraus to Allied vICtory to postpone Indlen
freedom. The United Netions needs Indls o0 be froee ror victorz over
the Axis. Indian freedom is E’ﬁTTitary necessity, "

RESOLUTION OF THE 33RD ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE WATIONAL ASSOCIATION
FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEQPLE, JULY 14«19, 1942:

. "It is undenlsble that men will fight best if.they fight for
freedom. We, therefore, urge Prasident Roosevelt to ceall & conference
of those of the Unlted Nations most deeply concerned in the Far Esast,
together with representatives of India and of the coleoniel people 1n
Africa and Asia, to make a clear and apeclfic applicatlon to Africa

- and Asia of the Atlentic Charter and of the principles laid down iIn
President Roosevelt?s Four Freedoms, S0 thet the dark-skinned and
colonlel peoples may be glven greater hops 60f real political democracy
and freedom from economic exploltation."

PAUL ROBESON
People's -Artist :

"I know what this guy Hitler 1s like. I'vs seen him work. I've
seen it in Austrla, in Poland, in France. The danger is tremendous!
I know what it will take to whip Hitler. It will take &ll of Afrlecs,
all of Asla, all of the Amerlecan people, Theses are ALL anti-Fascist

not only against the sasme thing but for the same thing, freedom.
Americen Negroes must have all their rights, for this is the way to

lick Hitler. 1Indie must be freed, for thls 1s . the way to lick Ilitler.,
There must be s second front in westarn<Eunope now, because this 1is —
the way to 1lieck- Hitler*" . :

.ﬂ:; people. They can only win through full use of each group, flghting

WALTER WHITE
Secretary,Nstlonsl Assocliation for the Advance-
ment of Colared People
"The future of ciyilizatlon and the winner of the war will be
determined in 1arge measure by the answer to this question: Why 1is P
it heroic and noble for the British to fight for thelr freedom; and ”
- eriminal for the Indlans to fight for theirs? o
—— -~ We are elther honestly waging this war to mssuré the four free-
doms to ell men, everywhere, in which case the slectric spark will. -
galvanlze men of every cresed and color to do hls utmost. Or we are |
not honestly fighting, in whlch case doubt and cynicism will bring
ebout an Axls trlumph. ‘
Which course will we in enlightensd self=-interest take?"
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DR. MAX YEHGAN
AR Executive 'Director of
Lo " Counell on African Affairs

‘"Phis is the Negro pvoplel!s war because it is the war of hundreds
of milllions of other peoples whose needs are exactly the needs of the
Negro people. Who are the millions throughout the world whose condi-
tlons ‘ere most like ours? Are they not cur hundred sand fifty millicn.
black brothers in Africe? Are they not Chilnae's long-suffering, hard-
pressed but ever~-fighting millions? In other words, are they not
that more than thréeefifths of the world's population that constitute
the great colonial peoplos of the world? This is the Negro people!s
war becsuse 1t isia wer to end imperialist opprossion and it is a
war for the liberstion of psoples whose conditlons, needs, and hopes
are-like those of the Negro peopls. :

'~ The Council on African Affeirs, ths Negro psople of America,

.along with the gredt bulk of the freedom-loving people of Americe,

stand for a free Indis end a democratic Afrioca. -Just as ths nation
needs all of the parts of the nation, including the Negro peopls, to
win this war, .so do the United Natlions need all of the enemiss of

Fastlam, including the -Indian peeple end the African people, It 1s
for this reason that we call upon tha Churchlll government to over-

- rlde the dictates of the Torles and the men of Munieh, stlll powerful
in British politics, to. recognize the right of India to identlfy her= -

self freely and thereby offectively with the side of the United -
Netions." : , .

CHANNING H., TOBIAS )
The National Council of the
Young Men's Christian Assoclations

"I have strong convictions concerning the importence to the
cause of the United Nations of immediate action on the freedom of
India, I can see no reason why the British Emplre shpuld not put
through Parlisment at an early date a decleration of Indlan freedom,
naming 2 date in the not distent future whon such an act: would go
inte effect. And I can see no reason why immediete 'steps should not
be taken by the British™to gilve the preponderance of control over
the conduct of the war to the leaders of Indis. It would, of course,
be unwise under the present circumstances for the British to retire
immediately fram Indie, end I understand thet there 1s no deslre on
the part of Gandhi, Nehru snd thelr assoclastes, that this should be
done. The :lmportant thing is that in any ceoperative arrangement for
the future, the people of Indla themsolves should be the dominant

controlling force."

S DR. W. E. B, Du BOIS
L Editor end Author

iPhere 1s no justification for this horrible war, if it does not
mean autonomy ‘for Indis now." = ~— = - L= - - - -

- , COUNTEE CULLEN
’ Author

&

l

"England's refusal to give India her freedom,ébw is o mockery of
the freedoms which the Allied Nations claim they are fighting to make
assured for all peoples. She asks Indis for her blood, sweat, &nd
‘tears while withholding the one thing for which such sacrifilces woulq
be, given without a murmur. To me Karenge ya Marenge are words fully.

. as.meaningful end as memorable as Give me I¥berty-or give me death!
" India must be freel" o ,

.
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LANGSTON HUGHES
Poet

"It just does not make sense for the Allied leaders of (the
Western Warld to make besutiful speeches about freedom and liberty
and democracy with India still enchained and Negroes still jimecrowed
end neither group permitted to perticipate with fullness and enthusi-
asm in the war effort of the United Natlons. - Millions of darker
peoples are thus forced to wonder if logic 1s dead. Freedom for
‘"India 1s net only a military need, but a moral need te Lift | the
fighting spirits of all" who went to believe in freedom for . a11

HOW ABOUT IT%
by : .
Langston Hughes ' C

. . ) \
The President's Four Freedoms l You ecantt lock up Nehru,

Appeal to me, . Club Roland liayss, L
I would like to sge thoss Freedoms l -Then make. fine spceches
Come to be, About Treedom!s ways.}
If you believe - Looks like by now / S
In the Four Freedoms, too, You ought to know | :
; Then share 'em with mg -- ~ Thera's no chance to beat Hitler
L Dontt keep 'em all. for you. By protecting Jim Crow.
P . . Shew me that you mean Freeodom's not just
' Democracy, . please == To be won Over There
Cause from Bombay to Gsorgis It means Freedom at home, too -~
I'm beat to my knees. NoW == right hére!l

| - January, 1943




e o : ' Civilian Public Service Camp #sa
West Campton, N Ha *
February 11, 1943,

To the Uitizens of the World: oo |

Dear Friends, - . ng 20 1943

In sympathy with Mohandas K, Gemdhi, I join the Great
Struggle for Freedcm, expressing 1t by way of a total fast,
taking water only, If Mr, CGendhi's terms are met, I shall drop
my fast. Otherwise, in sympathy with his fast, which is not i
unto doath, I shall fast for twenty-one days. !

J

By this fast, I desire to contribute to the Great
Struggle, voward securlhg the recognition of the independence
of the peoples of India; and toward the Freedom of all those
individuals or groups.in the United States and other countries
who may be restrained, interned or imprisoned because of "race,
creed, color or national origin,"

HWith sincere best wishes to all, I em

Respectfully yours '

ﬁG ﬁwﬁgucorbettipm_&f MH’ g«,u

;Go')ies to:
Mohandas I, Gandhi, Palace of the At.,a Kahn, Poona, India
The King of Ene,land London, England
Chancellor Adolf Hitler, Berlin, Germany
Emperor Hirohito, Tolyo, Tapan
Premier llussolini, Roue, Italy
. Baygpd Rustin,. 2929 Bloadxiax,_naﬂormﬂity_ e .o -
Walter White, Exee, Secly., N.A.A.C.F. .
Toyohlko Kngawa, Tokyo, Japan ’
Arle Brooks, conscientious oojector, Federal Prlson, Texarkana Tex.
Ceorge Yamaeda, Civilian Public Service Camp
David Dellinger, Fowark Christian Coleny, 37 Uright St., Newark, N,J
Mr. Schulman, cheirmen, Local Board #9
Walter Balderston, Uar Relocation Authority project, Poston, Ariz,
Paul Comly French, Exec, Sec' y., National Service Board for
Religiouns Objectors
. Rev. Martin Iﬁemoeller, Dechau Concentration $eamp, Berlin, Germany
Terry Tuck, Editor, Conscientious f@jector, 2 Stone Street, I.Y,C,
Hon, . riinaton Churchill, London, England
Willian Hefner, Ghalnn&n, Fyree India Comittee, 2929 Broadway, %.¥Y.C.
11183 Dorothy Day, Editor, Catholic Vorker, 115 Fott St,, F.Y.C.
President Franklin Deleno Roosevelt, ¥Washington, D.C,
General ILewie Hershey, Selective Service, Washington, D.C. - . =
Dr, Evan Thomas, Chairman, Wer Resisters League, 2 Stone St., MN.Y.C.
AT, iluste, Soc'y., Followship of Rcooncniation 2929 Broadwa_/, . Y.C. ‘
Donald Stevenson, Dircctor, Civilisn Public ‘Servics Camp #232;" "~ i
W, Cempton, K, .H,
"Jogeph Stalin, Moscow, U.S.S.R,
Hon, Francis Biddlo, Attonney“‘Goneral of U.S., Washington, D,C.
Harry L. Hopkins, Washington, D.C.
His Holiness, Popo Pius XII, Votican City, Rome, Italy
Jolm L, Lowis, presidont United M¥ine Vorkers, VWashington, D.C.
- " . Williew L, Green, pros., Amorican Fodoration of Labor Washington, D.C,
The King of Italy, Romo, Italy .
i Mrs. Francos Gunthor, Harpo-*'s Publisning Co., 49 E, 33 St., R.U.C,
; Roger Baldwin, Dircctor, Anorican Civil Liborties Uniom, K,Y. City
; Pcarl Buck, Doylestown, Ponna,
', : " Dr, Haridas T. Muzumdar, India Loague of Amorica, N,¥. City
E _ ; ‘ Dr, Herry Emorson rosdiclc, Riversido Avo, Bantlst Church, K.Y, City
i
|

" Dr. John Haynes Holros, Comrmunity Church, ¥.Y. City .
— Dr. &llen Knight Chalmors, Broadway Christian Tabornacle, W.Y. City .
" R. Boland Brooks, Logal Sorvice for Consciontious Objectors, Wash. D.C,
Hon, Herbert H, Lohnmen, Dopt. of State, YWashington, D.C, )
Rufus Jonos, Chairman, Amoriecan Frionds Scrvico Committec, Fhila., Pa, |
Rabbl Stophon Wiso, Froo Synagoguo, N.T. City
Sidney Goldstoin, Columbia University, ¥,Y. City

Horbort povor, Palo Alto, California . .

[8
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THE HONORABLE WINSTON CHURCHILL = LONDOH,.ENGLAND

L= AMERICAN NEGROES APPEAL IN HUMANITY'S NAME TO FREE MAHAEMAi

GANDHI AND OTHER INDIAN LEADERS IMMEDIATELY. GANDHI'S DEATH
WOULD BE TRAGIC BLOW TO FAITH IN WAR-AINS OF GREAT BRITAIN.
ENGLAND IS FIGHTING"FOR FREEDOM FOR ENGLISHMEN: WHY IS IT

’ IMMORAL FOR INDIANS TO FIGHT FOR THEIRS9 =

" WALTER WHITE, SECRETARY ={

'-‘NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR ADVANCEMENT
OF COLORED PEOPLE._

JNE3 72/62 CABLE R3— Wu o A 1220P.
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From WOSLDOVER PRESS, : February 24, 1943,
Wilton, Connecticut, U.S.A. ’
‘ o
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FOOTNOTE TO CRISIZ

Indla __ Through . the Fog

_. By Marie H, Allen

Intensificatlion of the Indla crisis by Gandhi's new fast hag
thrown into fresh significance all the controversial points of the
Cripps mission and 1ts aftermath, which have never been cleared up com-
pletely, and on an understandlns of which Amerlcan oprinion so largely.

reats.

News reports coming belatedly from India and dealing with the
eritical monthe of last August and September, so effectively illumin-
ate the situation that even now thelr publication seemg pertinent and
necessary, Facts of interest and importance appear to have escaped
the knowledge of writers ln America who have tried to- 1nterpret the
events whiech led up to the still unsolved 1ssue of Indla 8 part in
freedom and ite defensa.

Everyone knows that when the Indlan leaders were arrasted
Gandhl had reeelved a go-shead signal from the All-India Congress Com-
mittee for a olvil dlecbedience campaign, Less publicized, however,
1s the faet that when Gandhl was suddenly impriscned, he was waltlng
for an anawer from the Viceroy to his appeal for one wmore interview
before the campelgn Was undertaken, He gtlll hoped to arrive at gome
agresment. whloh-would-enable-the-Indlan-peoplte-to--Join- whele-heartedly
with the British and Amerlcans 'in the defense, non-violent on the part
of Gandhi's followers, military in the case of othere. agalnst the new
and more hateful 1mper1&llsm of Japan,

The Committee's resolution declared that 1f arly mass movement
should be ganctioned, Gandhl wag to be its leader and that he should
declde when 1t was to commence, 1f 1t had to etart at all, and what
form 1t should take,

Yhen the*removal of the responslble leaders left the situation
largely at the mercy of uncontrolled anti-British elements, with re-
sultant widespread disorders, and violence hy crowds and police, the
Government of Indla imposed a drastic censorship on the Indlan press,
ordering 1t not to publlsh more than three columns on "the mass move-
ment ganctioned by the All-India Congrese Committee or measureg taken
by the Government to deal with that movement;" not tp publish head-
lines of more than a prescribed size; and not to print plotures of
Congress actlvitiee. .

The editors of The Hindustan Times and Hindugtan wers arrested
on charges of vlolating thle order, But on baing brought to trlal be-
fore the Distriot Maglstrate of Delhl, they were dlscharged, - The
Magistrate deolared: "I am not satisfied that the demonstrationg and
the dlsorders whioh followed the arrest of Gandhl and other Congress
leaders, and the mass movement sanctioned by the All-India Congress
Committee are one and the same."

"From the coples of the papers filed by the Publlc Prosecutor,
he continued, "1t l's clear that on August 8 at Bombay, the All-India
Congress Commlttee passed the Worklng Commlittee's resolution and ap-
proved of a certain movement which Gandhl wag to launch, The time zand
other detalls of the movement were left to Gandhi, But before he could
address ‘the Viceroy, he and the other leaders were arrested, The pre-
clse nature and detalls of thie movement were not divulged.... It was
admitted that the creed of Gandhl and the Congress wasg non-violent,..,




paralyzed."

-2«
In my opinion, therefere, this case must fall, on the ground that no
relation such as would implicate the accused has been established
between the acts complalned of and the order of the Prgvincial Govern~
ment made under Rule 41 of the Defense of India Rules, 1939, The
accused are therefore dlacharged." , . (

‘The Government bowed to this declelon, but as a result issued,
shortly after, moré comprehensive censorshlp provislons, varying
slightly in different provinces but essentially following the line = _
taken by the Central Government at Delhi, which was an order "requir-
ing that all factusl news, photpgraphs and pictures relating to the
mess movement .sanotioned by the All-Indla Congress Commlttee in Bombay
" on the 8th of August, 1942, the demonstrations and disturbances which

have taken place ih various parts of India since that meeting, the
meagsures taken by the authoritles to deal with that mass movement and
thoge demonstrations and disturbanceg shall before being published in
any newspaper or other documents, be submltted. for serutiny to the
Agsistant Press Adviser, Delhi, or other officer appointed by the Chlef
Commissioner for the -purposge,!

In the case of théyvernacular press, Urdu sand Hindi, 1t was
ordered that “translated coples" of news agency reports be submitted
before, printing. - . . ' '

These sweeping new laws, which inecluded varlous other technical
regtrictions, imposed such a burden on the many papers throughout India
that at least 96 of them, some dallies and some Weekllies, suspended
publication, as Devadas Gandhi, edltor of The Hindustan Times gaid,
"not because they wanted to add te the numerous blackouts. that had
darkened thelr horlzon, nor because ‘the buginess of thelr patriotic
profession was threatencd with depression, nor because they wanted to
enjJoy a ocostly lelsure} but because thelr wvolce had been ruthlessly

Censorshlp affected even the message wriltten by Gandhi from-
prison to the wife and son of Mahadev Degal, hls beloved secretary .
and close collaborator, telllng them of the latter's death under con-
finement, Although Gahdhl dictated 1t immediately on the 15th of
August, intending 1t to go as a wire, 1t was delivered in a letter
only on September 4th, "owlng to some mlsunderstanding on the part of
the officer in charge of Mr, Gandhi's correspondence"., The Government
apologized for the delay and also expressed regret "that certaln red
marks have been made on the letter." These red marks corresponded with
deletions madse in the text for 1ts use as an Assoclated Press dlspatch .
on September 10tH, The omitted phrases were!: (1)"Mahadev had died
Yogl's and patriot's death;" {2) "Only Joy over such noble death:" and
following the phrase in the AP version, “Hope Babla (Desai's sons will
be brave® the words "end prepare himself fill Mahadev's place Worth-
11y", In the newspaper version the message was called "the text" of
Gandhl's wire, with no suggestion that 1t was incomplete,

The offlclal bulletin, Bombay Informatlon, under date of August
22 reported that "after rowdy demonstrations for a day or two follow-
ing the arrest of Congress leaders, Bombay Province returned to normal,!
and implied that stern measures such.as whlpplngs, collective filnes
(for all except Muslim inhabltants, government servants and informers
who asslsted the police) in villages where dlsorders occur, and death
for sabotage had quelled all disturbances. Nevertheless, through
September 19th, the latest date born by the reports and publicalilons
which as yet have come*through, there wag no let-up in items about
violence and repression, and of some non-violent demonstrations
foreibly stopped, generally throughout the ccuntry, ’

At intervals, in these revealipng Indian publicatlions, appears
the headline, "All Quiet in Bombay Provinee," sandwlched in between
accounts of outbreaks, After a news gtory headlined "Demonstrators
Sent to Jail," and one followlng, “Four Clty Congressmen Arrested,"
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in a daily paper for September 3rd is a little item with the “All
Quiet" headline, stating that "The Direotor of Information ertee.
'"The aituation throughout Bombay Province was quiet!." .
In a September 1llth issue a similar note with the same headllne
follows "Attempts to Burn Churchill in Effigy," "Fifteen Personls Ar-
reated in City Demonstrations," "Three Killed Yhen Police Fired on
Midnapur -Crowds Who Brcke 1nto Rice M111," and "Leader of Procession
Arrested", . 3

Within this perlod, as a contrast, Dr, Khan Saheb,. ex-premier
of the stormy Northwest Frontler with 1ts 92 per cent of Muslims, gave
a gerles of addresses throughout that sectlon, "appealing to the youth
there to er‘adlcate the bane of cemmunallism and lay the foundatlons of
a new brotherhood of Hindus, Muelims, Sikhs, Christians, and Parsis,
proclaiming that "violend® 1s no index of bravery“

At Nagpur the General Councill of the Pravinclal Trade Unlon
Congreass expregsed 1n a resolution 1ts opinion that acts of violence,
incendlariem and leooting would in no way help promote India's struggle
for freedom, and advlising the working class in parficular and the
public in general to act in a strictly non-violent manner..

.Many organlzed groups in Indla, of remarkable diversity, urged
new attempts at an agreement between Indlan leaders and the Government,
The presldent of the Hindu Mahasabha, political movement of caste
Hindus, was refused permission to confer with Gandhl 4in prlson,iintend-
ing to follow this conference by a talk with Jinnah of the Muslim
League. Then, as steadlly ever sgilnce, the same demand has been pre-
sented by groups 1lnslde India and out, Indian Christian bodlzs, the
FPederation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Quakers en-
gaged 1n rellsf work.among-the Indlan people, the Joint Conference of L
prominent Indian industrial and oommercial concerns in Calcutta, fair-
minded organlzations of British cltizens in England ~~- these are only
a few of the numeroua volces asking for new discusslons of Indian
freedom after the freeing of the Congress leaders,

% However, Lo date it must be, recorded that the Government of
‘ : Indla appears to pin 1ts falth on proaecutions, whippln%s imprison~
) ments, and firing into mobs to keep the "India question quiescent for
b , the duratlon.

——ee WP ==
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Hy dear iX. Simgh: '

liny 28th

1945

Lver sincersly,

lir. J. 7. Singh

Indie League or Auerlca
40 East 40th Street
Hew York, iew York

Vs DW

P S

Secretary.

Thenk you for your recent letter inviting
e to serve on the ilational advisory Comuittee of
the Indla League of JAuericae.
invitations, our executives nust have the consent of
our Bogrd of Dirsetors, and so I an placing your
letter before the Board at its June neeting.

Bafore acceptlng such
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July 2, 1943

My dear Mp, 8ingh: B
Our Comultiee on Adminiatration felt that

%hile 1t and I gpe 8ywpathetic-with ang intereated
in the wopy being done by the Indig League or
Amarica, the bressurg of work on ua now I8 gg

tremendous that it 1s ihgdvisaple for me to aceapt

<

&varglon to having Wy namg used on committesg
and boards when I am .pot able tg &ive active
service, e b =

Howeverﬁl& do appreciate your thinklng

of ma in this conneation,

In most of my speeches gnd in many
articles which T have ¥ritten,-also 1 other
ways, I have and an svil]l doing everything 1

help, .

Eveyr 8lncerely,

S_ecrata;'y

Nr. J. J, Singh
Indi, League of America

40 Rast ¢9th Street ’

New York City S

WW:RR
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" " Cable Address

LOTUSCREST

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

SIRDAR J. J. SINGH, Presldent

OR. J. HOLMES SMITH« Vics-Presidant

HEMENDRA K. RAKHIT, Secrotary

- DR, ANUP SINGH,

Direcior’ Rasearch - 8ureau
ROGER N.-BALDWIN Troasurer

©  NIBAHU R, CHECKER

A. CHOUDRY

MRS, JOHN GUNTHER
SIDNEY HERTZOERS
MIRZA JAFFER

DR. S. R, MANDAL

MRS, KAMALA MUKERJ .
RUSTOM D, WADIA

5. J. WYNN

ADVISORY BOARD:

DR. SUDHINDRA BOSE.
LOUIS BROMFIELD

GODHA RAM CHANNON
DR. M. N. CHATTERJEE

DR. ANANDA K. COOMARASWAMY
DR, JOHN HAYNES HOLMES
DR. SYUD HOSSAIN

DR, JOHN H. LATHROP
FROFULLA C, MUKERJI
PIERRE van.PAASSEN
VINGENT SHEEAN

DR. J. MAX WEIS

OSWALD G. VILLARD

DR, LIN YUTANG

Toliophono
PL.:- 3.5088

~
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INDIA LEAGUE OF AMERICA -
40 EAST 49th STREET
T NEW YORKN, Y. T et

¥

May 22, 1943

Mr. Walter White
Crisis lMggazine
69 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York

Dear Mr. Wnite:

Your interest in international justice
and democracy prompts us to invite you
to serve on the League's National Advi- _
sory Committee which is being expanded - - " A
"to include leéading Americzns and Indians

supporting a solution of the 1mpasse in

India. A statemeat of the League's

policies, procram, and personnel is en-

closed.

Memhership on the Committee entails no

obligations, but.you will receive full

cirrent information as to the League's-
activities with requests for your opin-
ions and advice.

We trust we may have your acceptance, . o .
If you desire further information before ‘ -
giving us your answer, we shall be happY e
to furnish it. ,

] Bincerely yours,

Frances Gunther

/"}'A—%ﬁ“—\ -
Roger Baldwin '

, S.mlk

Singh

“INDIA TODAY"~—Monthly Bullatin issuod by the Research Buregu of the Leagve. ’ [ )

Subscriphion $2.00 por year, . Froe to k of the L
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How The League Began

"+ The Indio Ledgiee was arganized in 1937 for the

purpose of furthering mutuol anderstonding be-
tween India and the United States. s member-
ship consists of Americans and citizens of India
living in the United States.

What It Stands For

1. Complete independence of India, both as her’

inheréht moral right ond as the only possible
basis for India's participation in o democrchc
world order.

2. The ultimote freedom of all colonial peoples
within ‘a democratic warld order.

3. Closer cultural relationship between India
and America.os a means of promoting better
understonding between East ond West.

Since the ouvtbreak of the war and por-
ticularly since Amerlca’s entry In it the
Leogue has urged a speedy setilemeni of
the British-Indian political conflict In order ’
that India's vast resources both in men
and materials may be fully mobllized for
her own defense, for a Unifed Nations
victory and for o democratic post-war
worid,

What It Does

© Publishes o monthly bolletin, INDIA TODAY,
contoining news from Indic ond interpretotion
of events everywhere affecting India. -

o Canducts a Research Bureau which supplies
free factuo! material on India to students, edu-
cators, civic organizations, writers, etc.

o Publishes and distributes pomphlets ond
studies on Indian problems.

o Interprets developments in India through
statements to the press and radio.

o Magintains a speakers' bureau which supplies
authoritative lecturers qn»lndlc.

e Holds public>meeiings to discuss Indion social,
political and economic prablems.

o Sponsars.;exhibitions of Indian art and reci-
tals of Indian dance and music.

Each year #he League commemorates
Indian Independence Doy ond the Birth-
days of Nehru, Tagore and Gandhi. The
Independence Day, celebrnhnn on January
28, 1943, held at the Biltmore Hotel, New
York, was atiended by 700 persons; the
speakers were Pearl S. Buck, William
Shirer, Walter Reuther, Syud Hassain and
others.

w
How It Is Fin‘\an'ced
\

The Leogue's sources of income are:

1. Membership dues.
2, INDIA TODAY subscriptions.

3.. Contributions from members and indi-
viduols in sympnihy with the League's

ob]echveé

The expenses of“ the League for 1942 were
$5,000.00. Expenditures for 1943 are budgeted
ot $10,000.00.

Who Runs! It

The Executive Commitiee, elected by the mem-
bers, formulotes the policies. and controls the
activities of the |League. The League hos no
affiliations with any organizatian in Indio, 'he
United States or elsewhere. -

Membership

Membership in the League ‘is -open to ‘all who
are in’ sympothy with its-alms and objects.

There are ﬂnree I'ypes of membership, with dues
of 51.00;- $5.00 unld §10.00 a yeor.' All members
are entitled to vote and to hold office. Members
paying$5.00 aond| $10.00 dues receive INDIA
TODAY free.
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Officers and Executive Committee

SIRDAR J. J. SINGH, President

DR. J. HOLMES SMITH, Vice-President
HEMENDRA K. RAKHIT, Secretory
ROGER N. BALDWIN, Treasurer

DR, ANUP SINGH, Research Director
A. CHOUDRY

FRANCES GUNTHER

SIDNEY HERTZBERG

MIRZA JAFFER

DR. S. R. MANDAL

MRS. KAMALA MUKERJI

5. 5. SARNA ,

RUSTUM D. WADIA

5. J. WYNN

Membership Form

1 am in sympathy with the aims of the India
League of America, qnd apply for membership,

I enclose $1,00 $5.00 $10.00 for. yearly dues.

1 enclose $2.00 for a year's
INDIA TODAY. :

NAME
ADDRESS

India League Of America
40 East 49th Street New York, N. Y.

National Advisory Committee

DR. SUDHINDRA BOSE,
Professor, University of Jowa

LOUIS BROMFIELD,
Author, Ohlo :

GODHA RAM CHANNON,
Businessman, San Francisco

DR. M. N. CHATTERJEE, .
Professor, Antlach College, Ohic

DR. ANANDA K. COOMARASWAMY,
Curator, Boston Museum of Fine Arts

PR. JOHN HAYNES HOLMES,
Pastor, Community Church, New York

DR, SYUD HOSSAIN,
Protessor, University of Southern Callfornia

PR. JOHN H. LATHROP,
Pastor, Church of the Saviour, Brooklyn, N. Y.

PROFULLA C. MUKERJI,
Metallurgist, Pittsburgh

" PIERRE VAN PAASSEN,

Author, New York

VINCENT SHEEAN,
Author, New York

" OSWALD GARRISON VILLARD,

Publlcist, New York

DR. J. MAX WEIS,
Director, Worid Peaceways, New York

DR, LIN YUTANG,
Auﬂmf, New York

'y
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FAMINE
CIN
INDIA

.

A Factual Report Prepared by

Sirdar J. J. Singh, President

India League of America

and Former Member of

All-Indin Congress Committee

Contents
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An acute food shortage has been developing in India
plnce April 1942, Today the shortage has becomo a famine
spruading over all of India.

" Becauso of censorship and the difficulty of obtaining
informmtion from rural districts in India, no 8ingle figure.
for dally deaths from starvation for all India is obtain-
able, Howevor, the following facts arv significant.

In the Province of Bengal (population 60 million--
population of India 390 millilon), approximtely 100,000
perocus ars dying of starvation each week, according to K,
Smnthanam, former member of Central Leglalative Aweembly,
as reportod by the 4ssociated Pross from Naw Dslhi,
October 27th,

CAUSE

Bri.tiah Government in India 1s responsible for the
prasent orJtica.l situation, because of 1te fa.ilure to act
in timo,

The Now Statesman and Naotion (guoted by Time, October
18th) said, "The Britich Raj has falled in uhe major test",

The Ca‘lcutta Statesman (a. British owned paper) of
August 29th said, "Thonghtful Britons in this country must
roalize that so long as their mntion, their Parliament and
their Secretary of State maintain soms responsibility for
Indla's welfara, thu ultimte blame umavoidubly I‘L.BtB upon
themevlves, "

EFFECTS

The duaths and debilitating effect of the famine on
India's minpowsr, will result in a lospenlng of her
indugtrilal output, nearly all of which i1s now devoted to
war materiala,

Bucauoe the famine lg wor8t in Assam and Benzml, the
two provinces nearest Burma, and whers owr troops are
based, the offsct on civilian and militavy momle may bo
disastrous. ‘

Japinesy propngﬁnda. 1o making the most of the situa-
tion. ’ o .

WHAT CAN BE DONE

Imnndiate netion to send food and medicine into
India ¥row avallabls stores in the United Nations.

New Yark ~ October 27th, 1943 .




New Yotk = Dec.= 7- 43 . y)}f

The National Assccliabion ) v oo
For the Advancement ::.;"_n_'_n.&)j_
of Colored People .

69 B‘ifth Ave ae

New York NOYI

L D N
Gentlewen @ ' 4 _ : ECS '1943

I wish that I could gtart a campalgn’ for the liberation of
India , right now . And I ca'nt understand the why evaryhody
is sllent and mum about the calamlity of the poor Indians ?....

In fact I am shocked: stiff by the news of their famine and act- h

ual starvation , by thau.sanda and thousands , and proble mil}ions.

And slnce thia Government of US,has taken no stand in this bad
situation , not to offend the bullisch and rigid attitude of En-
gland, we may be sure that this war is mot fought for the free-
dom of the world,but rather for the imposition and consolidation
of Englaend's imperialiem and militarism,shared by this country ,
in order to rule the whole world - politically = militarily -and
economlcally .

71 ;z;n. white man ,but to show my sympathy for the Colored race,
I am willing to join up with your organizatlon .to do whatever
-.part ,I can, for the advancenent of your pecple , To this end ,in

fact , I-am Planning to write a book , on the " Human B.ad.emption“ |

and I wish to meet the cooperation of some intelligent colored x
girl or la.dy in order to come to an earlier conclusion -

I ampa’ prcfeasor, by the vy, ‘neither a wealthy man ; a simple
working man ,with some college education.as my back ground , and
some llfe experience :

Hoping to hear from you ,with my best regards I remain ,e..
Very Truly Yours
f". ' '
7 A M&Q_.
326 Bast I13th, street Frank Iacopelli N
' New York N.Y, - v

|
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‘India FAMINE RELIEF OOMMITTER

NEY YOBRK FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION
Boom 905, 112 East 19th Street, New York 3, NY. "
Algonquin U-4g5k .

“Deceniber 10, 1943

Mr, Boy Wilkins

- Nedoh, C,F, ' AY

New York, N,Y. ' ‘i"fEC‘l 1 1943

Dear Mz, Wilkins,

‘ The‘Ind:I.b. funine is becoming dally more urgént. If something is

not done &1 once, hu_nd.redg of thousands - perhaps millions -of péople will perish

from bunger. ‘ - l . |
To meet this urgent meed, we are sponsoring the formation of the

VittbddComuittee for Rellef of the Indian Famine, Tue Pbst War World Council

has &lready sgreed to pafjticipate. and varlous labor, religious and other groups

are being adked to_cooparate.

Ve would. 111:0 very much to secure your help and advice, especlally :Ln

I

the initial Btage cf(this woerk, Will you attend the organizing weeting of the

United Committee ou Mondey, December 13th, 4 P.M. at the Pre‘sbyteriifln Labor

Very trugly yours, /ﬂ -

David Schwart

femp1e, 2L2 East 14th Bt.?

Secretary pro tem




