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And that lh}
may looserthe
desire our reas
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Now, we do
nother Citi-
zen" is and in this, he possesses an ad-
vantage of us, il he wishes to deal in
personalities; but we are still of the o-
pinion he-is an Editor and, that his com+
munications are fathiered by a farmer
who is an aspirant for Circuit Clerke.
And it so happens that he resides inthat
tion of the Co, where certuin bridges
ave been built of which Hannibal Com-
plains so much.  Love of office accounts
for “Another Citizens’
Hannibals darling measure; (it the pub-
lic have fixed upon the right individual )
itizen”
in all kindness that “honesty is the best
policy.”  More when we Ft our corn
clean. CITIZEN.
Palmyra, June 16th, 1851,

The Fugitive Slave Case at Chicago.

The Republican, ‘yellardly, published
extracts from twoof the Chicago papers,
showing the final disposition of this case.
First, {rom the Argus:

‘The counsel for the fugitive presented
ever) objection, at every step in
the proceeding, and manifested the most
commendable zeal and ability in securing
to the arrested a full and fair hearing.

The counsel for the claimant insisted
upon the right to proceed under the 6th
and 10th sections of the law at the same
time : this right was resisted by the
counsel for the fugitive, and their objec-
tion sustained by the commissioner.

A
t appears.
not know pretisely who “A

the arresled, which was full and complele.

The counsel for the Tugitive objected
ta the right of the claimant to make any
other proof of identity than that contain-
ed in the reeord, which described the
fugitive as being of copper color, and a-
bout five feet eight incflen in height.

The commissioner permitted the proof
of identity to be entered upon independ-
ent of the record.

The fugitive is very dark—by man
of the witnesses declared to be a full
blooded ny Several specimens of
copper, of different hues, were present-
edas a test of the propriety of the des-
cription in the record as to color, and al-
so much proof in the same connection,
in which there was considerable discrep-
ancy. It was also proved that the party
arrested was bat five feet three and one-
half inches in height.

The arrangements of the Marshal
were most judicious, and in case of his
being remanded, would have completely
prevented a rescue.

The only outrages which. have been
perpetrated are tho ill-advised and incen-
diary articles in one of our city papers,
which bear the marks of malicious wick-
edness and deplorable depravity. Such
efforts at vice, such stimulants and in-
centives to wrong, mark the authors as
degraded, debased and vile. Itis deplo-
rable that such influences are exerted,
and it is for our citizens to apply the
corrective.

We had progressed thus far with our
article, when we were informed that the
negro had been discharged by the com-
missioner. At this we are rejoiced, and
weare also glad that thus far Chicago
has preved a_law-abiding city, not an
outbreak having occurred, in’despite of
the frantic efforts of that vile sheet, the
Democrat, to get up a mob, and induce
our citizens to cut each other’s throats.
The laws have been sustained by the
pegple ina manner worthy of all praise.
" Now, for the Cliicago Journal:

Tue Fuerrive Spave Case.—As
the public are aware, was decided by
Mr. Mecker, the U. S. Commissioner,
yesterday afternoon, and the prisoner set
at liberty.-

Long before the appointed hour, the
sidewalks on both sides of Lake strect,

Saloon Buildings was thronged, and when
the doors were opened, an unbroken tide
of humanity poured up the stairs, until
the Suloon ‘wae closely packed, and the
hall, the stairs, the sidewalk, were still
apparently as before.

‘The Saloon Was completely inlaid with
faces, all bearing a common and a legi-
ble expression.

The Court being opened, Mr. Com-
missioner Meeker proceeded to give the
reasons for his decision, the outline of
which is as follows :

'hat the record introduced to prove
the escape and servitude, was invalid,
becailse the evidence upon which it was
made, was not set forth. In his opinion
it was the intent of the law, nat so much
{oauthorize the State Courts to sit judi-
cially in making the record, as mimsteri
ally in the taking of a deposition; and
the proceeding was to be likened to that
of taking te-:h‘nbny de bene_esse, that is,
Ito allow it for the present, but subject
to be suppressed or disallowed on a fur-
ther examination, more than to the mak-
ing of a judieial record of a State Court.
hat the record was defective, in not
expressly showing on its that the
negra described in it was a slave and
owed service at the time it was made.—
The record states that the negro escaped
on the 4th July, 1850, but he may
have retirned to Missouri before this
been ards

in favor of

Proof was then made of the identity of

and the street itself'in the vicinity of the [§

the

d female, cerowd,
tinto Wells, out

ing the tide of thought has returned to
its wonted channels.  The Law has been
honored, and yet human sympathies hav,
not been outraged.

"The self-complacency with which thes
journals felicitate. themselves that th
supremacy ﬁ',!l law. been maintain
ed at Chicago, 'l"ﬂﬁ?n:ly ludicrous.—
The slave is described in the record as
“copper colored,” and thereupon th
commissioner allows sundry pieces of
copper to be introduced to prove the dis-
crepancy between the color of the metal
and the “darkey!s” skin. Sancho Pan-
za, when Governor of Barataria, never
displayed greater originality in the trial
of causes, than Mr, Commissioner Mee-
ker. Heis a judicial Juminary of the
first water.  We should have been gla
to have tuken a glance at his honor,
whilst he was holding up a piece of cop-|
per by the side of the negro's face, to as-
certain the precise shade of difference
between them. Itisa pity the scene
was 1ot daguerrnnta'red for the benefit
of posterity. But his Honor is great at
finding flaws in the record. He thought
the record made in Missouri, proving
the title of the claimant, and the fact that
the slave had escaped, uusllt to have
contained the evidenceon which the Court
founded its judgment, In other words,
the record s not a conclusive judgment
as to the title and the fuct of the escape;
but is only in the nature of a deposition
de bene esse. That any man of ordinary
intelligence who ever read the fugitive
slave gill, could honestly arrive at such
a conclusion, we do not believe. But
the next difficulty of - this flaw-finding
entleman is more extraordinary still.
he record stated that the negro

on the 4th July, 1850, The comm

er gravely decided, that by possibilit
the negro may have returned to Missoii-
ri after his escape, and may then lave
been taken by his owner into 1llinois,
and thero held to involuntary servitule,
in which event he would be free. So
he decided, that the recordought to have
shown that_the negro did nof return to
Missouri after his escape, and was not
afterwards taken by his master into 11i-
nois and held therein involuntary servi-
tude. In other words, the masfer must
be held to the strict proof of a negative,
before the record wilr be deemed  suffi-
cient.  What an astonishing genius Mr.
Commissioner Meeker must be, to have
made the brilliant discovery, that the
owner ofa slave must prove a negafive
before he can recover his propert
But these displays of Mr. Mecker’s
ingenuity, are trifles compared with that
which he evinced on the “copper color-
ed” branch of the case. It was there
that his genivs shone resplendently. Tho
record described the slave as “copper
colored 3 “but,” says the commissioner,
gravely putling on his spectacles, and
looking intently at the prisoner, in the
view of the court, he is black ;' and ul-
though it was proved that in Missonri,
eertain shades of black are denominated
copper colored, yet,us in making his cer-
tificate he wuufd be obliged to follow the
record, the man under arrest would be
entitled to a discharge on_habeas cor pus,
asnot being the person described in tho
certificate.

Ye shades of Mansfield, of Ellenbor-
ough and of Coke! did the world ever
contain sa profound a jurist as Mr. Com-
missioner Meeker, of the city of Chica-
0? Can it be credited that this man,
ecided the case uponsuch points as these,
whilst there was full and unequivocal
proof before him of the identity of the
slave .

The Chicago papers may talk as they
PR T supremacy
of the law, but if ever the law was more
grossly and shamelessly violated or eva-
led by more contemptible judicial petti-
fogging, than was done iu'this case, we
have not known or heatd of it. This
Mr, Meeker is evidently unfit for the
place he holds. He has not the intellect
comprehend, or the honesty to execute
e plainest injunctions of the law. But
says the Chicago Journal, *“The decision
gave universal satisfaction.” No doubt
of it! and tlus perhaps may account for
its having been given as it was. Mr.
Mecker was too good matured to decide
against the wishes of the crowd; he
couldn’t possibly do it. His nerves
ere too weak for such an effort. But
we have not the patience to pursue the
subject further.—[Intelligencer.

Gey. Foors 1y Mississiprr.—TIt wo'd
pear from the following, that the Mis-
sissippi disunionists are much less in
numbers than in noise, and that the dim-
inutive Senator is prelty sure of becom-
ing a Governor

A friend, and a citizen of Florence,
‘who was recently in Tishamingo county,

t

Mississippi, in writing to us from East-
port, Miss., says—I_am_informed by
men of standing that Gen. Foote will not

lose in this county over oue hundred
votes out of about twenty-five hundred
—Unien is the watchword here with all
St\iu." ‘This is indeed good news.

en. Foote’s majority, from present i
cations, will not be less than fifteen or

ich
twenty thousand in the whole State.—

stinging rebuke wil! this be to
Legislature which censured him, and

to those disunion intri

What a




