ave Law, with its Secret
im Chester County,
o people of Pennsylvania read the fol-
1 startling record of the way in which
liberty is cloven down in their midst, by the
kidnapping law, with its star-chamb courts
and its Jeffrey-judges. Let the fact be told
to the pation and the world, of & woman
|seized at night, dragged instantly before a
commissioner, and without counsel or a
‘witness in her behalf, without a fiiend and
without defense, doomed to slavery, delivered
to the Southem woman-hunter, and sent off
'to the-South. The perpetrators of sach =
deed of darkness wight well choose the time
when “men slept”’ for their crime. We
copy the account from the West Chester
Village Record, a. strongly conservative whig
paper, which has never been liable 1o the
suspicion of too ardent or excitable sympa-
thies for the oppressed.
Focitive 8uave Case.—* The Summary
Process.” ing

1 a state of serviinde, in a manner so
“summary”’ that before her arrest and trial
were known to the community, she was
condemned und sent into a state of ser-
vitdde, .°

It a rs’ thit a colored woman, who
called herself Elizabeth Williams, had been
(convicted at the Court of Quarter Sessions
in West Chester, of a theft upon her em-
plognr,.ul. John H. Sweney, and sentenced
to five mouths imprisonment in the jail of
Chester unn;{. glumly after her convic-
tion she was claimed by Mr. Geo. McCrone,
of Delaware, as servant for a term G 3 A
[t appears she had been sold for crime for
six or eight years. Mr. McCrone visited
West Chester, and desired to be conducted
to the cell of the convict to identify her;
and although it is against the rules of the
prison to any but public officers or the
clergy to visit the convicts, the rule was
abated in thisjcase, as an act of courtesy, due
1o the benevolent objects of the visitor, and
when it was anderstood that his design was
nothing more than to ascertain whether he
rould not legally reduce her to a state of
slavery! The rules of the prison are made
by the Inspectors, and it may be that by
these rules. the restrictions upon the pablio
do not exteud to elave hunters. If so, there
can be no censure upon the keeper of the pri-
son.—U, examination, the woman was
said to g:nlhe one sought for. Accordingly,
on S ! ing last, a few mil
after four o’clmk, the news spread around
the town, that the girl Williams had that
momning been liberated from jail, taken be-
fore the U, S. Commissioner, proved to owe
service, and delivered over 1o her master,
and that she was already borne off 1o the
State of Delaware ! An event so startling,
having taken place at an hour when nearly
all u’er citizens were in bed, caused s
wounderful sensation. Every one was anxious
to know the particaiars—to know what were
the proofs in the case, and who appeared as
the counsel for the poor helpless woman ;
and when they were told lg
person was present at the hearing except
the owner and his witnesses, the 5~
sioner and his marshal, and that there was
no counsel on her side, and that the whole
trial did not occupy more than a (pn?rof
an hour—there was a general .eeling of dis-
approbation, not to say indj —eAnd
when it was told too, that the sentence of
the law had expired on the night of the 27th
ult, at 12 o’clock, and that '{c anthorities
of the Chester eounty prison had retained
ber until four o’ciock on Saturday moming,
by appointment with the claimants, who
' were at that moment waiting in the borough
to seize her as soon as she hal escaped
from its walls, every one felt that the In-
spectors of the prison had done wrong if
they had any agency in an arrangement for
delivering her up 10 a state ot bund T
even to trial—at such an unseasonable hour,
‘when no friend, no counsel ar adviser, ccul,
appear in her defence. We trast the Direcs
tors of the prison will exonerate themselves
from any collusion in this matter. The:
are all gentlemen of high and honorable
feelings, and we are sure that they mean no
wrong.

It has been contended that the slave law
should not be amended. Admitting that it
iriﬁl,lhmonghl to be some provision iri
the law req:ierling the examination to be in
i ween 6 or 8 in the morning
Le evening. If aCommissioner holds
the examination during the silent hours of
the night, with no one present but the claim-
ant, it is nothing more nor less than a secret
inquisition. In the case before us, we are
told that the woman acknowledged thst
Mr. McCrone was her master, and stated
that she was desirous to go with him. If
l‘I:i: were |me,-:db| nb.l-“t.' there'to go to
the expense troul of getiing out &
warrantt It is also -ldlluulu:!mno
doubt of the ability ol‘:r.McCrm to

his




