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. The Case of the Negro Man Dick. -

“The eass of. the supposed fugitive
“Dick,” turned out very differently from
what was expected. . He was taken to Jail
on Satarday, on the affidavit of & man who
professed to be the son-in-law of the owner
~—who claimed that Dick wae at work for
him at the time he lefs, and that the hornev
he rode to Burlington was his horse, .- :

Dick was committed to Juil to await

| further examination on Tuesday. In the

meantime, excitement was high.. It was
the first arrest that had ever taken placein
Buriington under the fugitiveact. - A cer-

‘tain portion of our eitizens were proud to

koow they were above the petty weakness,

.| incident to women and abolitionists, of be-
.| lieving that a negro was a human, or had

any right.or-title to life and liberty. Such

| were very anxious to hare it distinctly un-
“| derstood that they weve sound—and in ot-
.| der to make it clear, a fow such were wil-

ling to do for this slave owner and brceder
what no Southera gentleman ever does for
himself, i. e. they were willing to engage

| personally in the business of restoring!

this negro man to Missouri servitude, and
80 very anxious were they for 1 smile from
the supposed owner of Dick, that .they
were willing to fight, -without compensa-
tion and without solicitation. .

. On the other side were a very large ma-
]onty, whose heartabeat in sympathy with
the negro, for the world will always sym-
pathise with the bibed or quadruped, that
is struggling for ‘the inalicn.ble- vights-of
“Jife” and “liborty.” . But there was no
one willing to. resort: to violence—there
was no ou¢ desirous of making open re-

{ sistence to the.execution of the law—or if

‘there was, “I would” wis lcft to wmt on

+ Buat 'l‘uesda} c:m Mr. Cummlsswner
Frazee and his court assembled at Marion
Hall. .. Messrs. .'Bnifed States. Marshal
Funk aud City Marshal Endsley were en-.

gaged in seating the crowd and kecping

{ out those who could not find seats... - After

some preliminary arrangements had been
made, the first witaess,. the son of the
claimant was called, and at once declared
that the negro there present was Nor the
slave Dick, was not-the -property of his
father. Thereupon one tremendous shout
went ap from the crowd, much to the hor-

| rorof our worthy Commissioner and against

the dignity of his court. ~ v e T

The claimant’s lawyer then attenipted
to retain the negro for horse-steahnb, but
could prove nothing: .7~ < .. s
e termination of this sffair places the

‘chivalrous gentleman who swore to the

identity of this negro, ‘and his associates
who voluatarily or for pay, with: arws in
their hands and threats, without eolor of
law or right, arrested Dr. James and kept
him in the street in the manner represent-
ed, in a very awkward position. . Suppose

| the negro or the Dr. had resisted this sum-

mary and illegal way of depriving thew of
their liberty, and taken the life of some
gentleman?- Is there any law that would
condemn them ?  And when they enguge
in another piraticil expedition, in violation,

.{of all law, State and Nativnal, they had

better be surc they have got the right ne-.
gro.- Or at. nny rate onc thnt \nll not,

_{ shoot.”




