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http://blogs.dickinson.edu/policystudies/values/
I. What are Rail Trails


A. Abandoned rail corridors converted
· Greenways
· Linear Parks


B. LeTort Spring Nature Trail

C. CVRT
II. Values (land rail trails)

       A. Environmental values

1. Landscape preservation

2. Farmland preservation

3. Habitat preservation

4. Links for island habitats

5. Buffer zones of soil and plant life; water quality protection from non-point source pollution

6. Eco-tourism

7. Education

8. Congestion reduction

9. Low cost, maintenance, impact

       B. Economic benefits


1. Constructions and maintenance


2. Utility fees


3. Recreation spending

· Direct: bike repair, food, horses,

· Indirect : lodging, food, other related “destination spending”

· http://www.atatrail.org/
       C. History 


1. Directly historical significance

2. Linkages between historic sites 

       D. Community identity


1. Native American heritage 


2. Agricultural heritage

3. Transportation heritage (rivers, canals, rail, walking paths)

       E. Livable Communities and Quality of Life


1. Recreation


2. Access 

· linear; connects people vs. destination (see congestion)

· disability, young, old, general public


3. Commuting (see environmental values)


4. Community events

5. Community organization


6. Urban revitalization

       F. Health and Wellness

1. Promoting healthy lifestyles

2. Linking communities and schools (see congestion)

III. Conflicting values

       A. Privacy


1. Screening


2. Fencing


3. Re-routing


4. Compensation
       B. Hunting


1. Embargo the route


2. Education
      C. Vandalism


1. Education


2. Policing
      D. Over-commercialization


1. Community oversight


2. Zoning

      E. Over-use (strain on habitat and adjacent property owners)


1. Minimize outreach (news and signage)


2. Minimize amenities (esp. parking)

