Society

" Troll$ are turning the we

ears g pan of baklava.

* struggling with depre

-inreal time sttip away the mores society spent millen-

‘Into every aspectof our lives.
method online thieves use to find victims. It quickly

festo of sorts, which states they are doing it for the
“lulz;” or laughs. What trolls do for the lulz ranges

as Social Security numbers and bank accourits—and.

s,e.What trd]_lg f#ﬁd o
these several thou-.

0 be cautious, because the . . -
atiged, Once itwasageek
free flow of information. .- -
sociopath with Asperger’s: Iif you - -
load speeds it’s éager: -
Is,butifyoutellityou're -
twilltry to goad you into
Lilling yourself. Psychologists call this the online dis=-. - -
inhibition effect, in which factors like anonymity, =i
visibility, alack of authority and not communicating -

nia building. And it's seeping from our smartphones o

The people who relish this onhne fre:f:&t:)m -'a.r:ek N
called trolls; a term that otiginally cdme from a fishing .

‘morphed to réfer to the mionsters who hide in dask- -
‘ness and threaten people. Internet trolls have a mani---

. drom clever praniks to harassment to violent threats. -
There’s also doxxing—publishing personal data, such . -

 the into a cesspool of . .
- aggression and violence. What watching themis =~~~
| Us may be even more harmful. . .~ .




swatting, calling in an emergency to a victim’s house : GOP-mocking prank, Jeffrey Marty, isn’t a liberal but
so the SWAT team busts in, When victims do not ex- “They started a Donald Trump supporter angry at the Republican
perience [ulz, trolls tell them they have no senseof .  sending me elite, furious at Hillary Clinton and unhappy with
humor. Trolls aré turning social media and cominent - threats that Black Lives Matter. A 40-year-old dad and lawyer
boards into a gant locker room in a teen movie, with -+ they were going  wholives outside Tampa, he says he has become ad-
towel-snapping racial epithets and misogyny. ~ - - to cutoff my dicted to the attention. “I was totally ruined when

They've been steadily upping their game. Inzon, ~ %ead and Stuff 1 gtarved this. My ex-wife and 1 had just separated. .

She decided to start a new, more exciting life with- .-

; 20 t doie to. - out me;” he says. Then his best frierid, whohe used ., .
after fominist Anita Satkeesian started aKickstarter - IPLAONS %0 1o o pranks with as a kid, killed himeelf. Now he's

Sk memorial beces of they do to
trolls descended on Facehook memorial pages of re- N words:” it's -

cently deceased users to mock their deaths, In 2012,

- EXpres fobey ot .
- EXpress an. got an illness that’s keeping him home.

campaign to fund a series of YouTube videos chroni- .

cling miso in video games, she received bomb '-.. Aac . Marty says his trolling has béen empowering; -
g MIsogyny In video game erved bomb done to . . ty says.his. ng na N em rmg
threats at speaking engagements, doxxing threats, - . scare you. “Let’s say I wrotea letter to the New York Times.

rape threats and an unwanted starringroleinavideo . Lyegye Jones, . _ |
game called Beat Up Anita Sarkeesian. In Juné of this Ghosthusters costar  throw itin the shredder. On Twitter I commuhicate
year, Jonathan Weisman, the deputy Washington edj- e o directly with the writers. It's a breakdown of all the
tor of the New York Times, quit Twitter, on Sl -
which he had nearly 35,000 followers, aftera -
barrage of anti-Semitic messages. At the end =~
of July, feminist writer Jessica Valenti said she -
wasleaving social mediaafter receivingarape
threat against her daughter, who is 5 years old, -
A Pew Research Center sutvey published
two years ago found that 70% of 18-to-24- -
year-olds who use the Internet had experi- -
enced harassment, and 26% of women that
age said they’d been stalked online. Thisis
exactly what trolls want.'A 2014 study pub: -
lished in the psychology journal Personality
and Individual Differerices found that the ap- .
proximately 5% of Internet usérs who self-.
identified as trolls scored extremely high in_
the dark tetrad of personality traits: narcis-
sism, psychopathy, Machiavellianism and, es-

stuff mattersin the election. Ih

. sidet Trump for President?’” -

"I..'l‘loi_".;lj..'lNG 18, overtly, a_politjiéél ﬁghtleer-
- -Savage used his followers to make Googling
" last ndme a blunt lesson in the hygienic ch

thelion got it really bad. "~ "' .
But trolling has become the main tool of
the alt-right, an Internet-grown reaction-

pecially, sadism. = L e ,
But maybe that’s just people who call -

themselves trolls. And maybe they doonlya
small percentage of the actual trollifig. “Trolls -
are portrayed as aberratiotial and‘antitheti-
cal to hownormal people converse with each
other. And that could not be further from the
truth,” says Whitney Phillips; aliterature pro-
fessor at Mercer University and the author
of Why We Can’t Have Nice Things: Mapping - -

- the computer from Weird Science to fabri-
cate Donald Trump. Not only does Trurp
share their attitudes, but he’s got. mad {

ing skills: he doxxed Republican primary,

- lcal strategist Cheri Jacobus se severely that

the Relationship Between Online Trollingand -~ ‘Finally we have  ~ -~ men who don't hate feminism “cucks;” as
Mainstream Culture. “These are mostly normal peo- - a platform - in “cuckold.” Republicans who don’t lik Trump
ple who do things that seem fun at the time that have . democratizing | are “cuckservatives” Men who dot't see how fom-
huge implications. You want t0 say this is the bad . - and we ean. . inists are secretly controlling them haven’t “taken
guys, but it’s a problem of us” .- - ..~ make ourselves - the red pill” a reference to the truth-revealing drug

Alotof people enjoy the kind of trolling thatillu-  heard, and then ' in The Matrix. They derisively call their adversar-
minates the gullibility of the powerful and theirwill: - you're harassed -ies “social-justice warriors” and believe thatliberal -
~ interest groups purposely exploit their weakness to"

ingness to respond. One of the best is Congressman ~ _for advocating : me
Steve Smith, a Tea Party Republican representing for yourseif, ang gain pity, which allows them to control the levers of

Georgia’s 15th District, which doesn't exist. For neatly . tggfvih:tzi?’u * powet. Trolling is the alt-right’s version of political -
three years Smith has spewed ovei-the-top conser- " indy ﬁfeét'l': activism, and its ranks view any attempt to take it .
vative blather on Twitter, luring Senator Claire Mec- journalist ~ * away as a denial of democracy. : o

_ In this new culture war, the battle isn’t just over
- homosexuality, abortion, rap lyrics, drugs orhow to -

Caskill, Christiane Amanpour and Rosie O’Donnell
into arguments, Surprisingly, the guy behind the .

28 TIME August 29, 2016 _

' alsdoindeed troll—sex-advice columnist Dan -

. fotmer Pennsylvania Senator Rick Santorum’s

lenges of anil sex; the hunter whoXkilled Cecil

- ary movement that works for men’s rights -
and against immigration and may have used -

< ‘ponent Senator Lindsey Graham by givingott
~his ¢ell-phone number on TV and indirectly -
got his Twitter followers to attack GOP polit- -

~herlawyers sent hima cease-and-desist order. .
The alt-right’s favorite insult s to call.

“saying I didn’t like yotir article about Trump. They:-. .

institutions,” he says. “I réally do think this, . -
' [ i.5million
views of my tweets every 28 days. It's a much,
bigger audience than Iwould have gotten ifI-" .-
called people tip and said, ‘Did youevercon-- ..
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greet people at Christmastime. Tt’s expanded to any=
thing and everything: video games, clothing ads, even
remaking a mediocre comedy from the 1980s. InJuly,
trollswho had long been furious that the 2016 reboot
of Ghostbusters starred four women instead of men
harassed the film’s black co-star Leslie Jones so badly
on Twitter with racist and seﬁst’threats—a-inﬂuding
a widely copied photo of her at thé filor’s premiere
that someotie splattered semen on<-that she-consid-
ered quitting the service. “I wasin my apartment by

myself, and T felt trapped,” Jones says. “When you're -
reading all these gay and racial slurs, it was like, I

can’t fight y'all. T didn’t know what to do. Doyou call
the police? Then they got my email;and they started

sending me threats that they were going to cut offmy
head arid stuff they do to ‘N words? It’s'not dong to

express an opinion; it’s done to scare youl: i}

Because of Jones’ harassment, alt-right -
leader Milo Yiannopoilos was pérmanently -
banned from Twitter. (Hé is‘also an editor.:
at Breitbart News, the conservative website

whose executive chairman, Stephen Bannon;
was hired Aug. 17 to run the Trump ¢am-
Ppaign.) The service said Yiannopoulos,a critic” -
of the new Ghostbusters who called Jones a
“black dude” in a tweet, marshaled many of
his more than 300,000 followers to harass
her. He not only denies this but says being
responsible for your fans is a ridiculous stan-
dard. He also thinks Jones is faking hurt for -
political purposes. “She is one of the stars of
a Hollywood blockhuster” he says. “It takes
acertain personality to get there. It's 4 politi-"
cally aware, highly intelligent star using this
- to get ahead. Tthink it’s very sad that femi-
nism has turried very successful Wwomen into
professional victims? "
A gay, 31-yedr-old Brit with frosted bair, .
Yiannopoulos has been speaking at college-
campuses on his Dangerous Faggot tour. He
says trolling is a direct response to being told -
by the left what not to say and what kinds
of video games 1ot to play, “Human nature -
has a need for mischief. We want to thumb - +
our nose at authority and be individuals?- € says:

“Trump mightnot win this election, I might not turn.

into the media figute T want fo. Buf the. space we're
making for othefs to be bolder iri their speech is some
 of the most important work being done today. The
trolls are the only people telling the truth” . ..
The alt-right was galvanized by Gamergate, a
2014 controveysy in which trolls tried to drive crit-
ics of misogyny in video games away from their vir-
tual man cave. “In the mid-2000s, Intérnet cul-
ture felt very separate from pop culture,” says Katie
Notapoulos, who reports on the web as an editor at
BuzzFeed and co-host of the Internet Explorer pod-
cast. “This small group of people are trying to stand

The space
we'te making
for others to be
holder in thelr
speech is some
of the most
Important work
being done

‘today. The trolis

. ate the only
pecpie teliing
the fruth,
—MMiio Yiannopoulos,
banned from Twitter
this year after

. trolling Leslie Jonies

‘Eternaily your
sefvant in the
escalation of
entropy and
eschaton.”
—Anitdrew
Auernheimer, troll
who goes by the
name Weev onling

their ground that the Internet is dark andsscary, and
they’re trying to scare people off. There’s such acul-
ture of viciously making fun of each other on their
message boards that they have this very thick skin,
They're all trained up.”.~ . o o bk e
-Andrew. Auernheimer, who calls himself Weey
online, is probably the biggest troll in histoiy: He
served just over a year in prison for identity fraud
and conspiracy. When he was released in 2014, he
left the U.S.; mostly bouncing around Eastern Eu-
rope and the Middle East. Since then he hasworked
to postanti~Planned Parenthood videos and flooded
thousands of university printers in-America with
instructions to print swastikas—a symbol tattooed
oni his chest. When T asked if Icould fly out:and in-
terview him, he agreed, though he wained thathe
*+“miight not be coming ashore fora while, but
- we can probably pass close enough toland to
- have you meet us sofiiewhiere in the Adriatic
ot Ionian.” His email signature: “Eternally
your servant in the escalation of entropy and
-eschaton®. ool L et
While we planned my trip to “a pretty re-
mote location,” he told me that hé o longer
- does iriterviews for free and that his rate was
- two bitcoins (abott $1,106) per] at's
when one of us started trolling ¢the other,
though I'm not sure which; - - ETRI

From: Jool Stein ,
To: Andrew Auernheimer R o
1 totally understand your position. But TIME, and afl

the major media outlets, wont. pay people who we

'm sure yoy know them, o

Thariks ' sV
Jogl R A

-From: Andraw Auernheimer. EURRURAS

To: Joel Stein e g e

I finid it hilarious that after your peaple have stolen

years of my life at gunpoint and bulldozed my home,

you still éxpect me to work for free in your interests.

You people befeng in a f-cking oven. .

. From: Joel Stein’ - .. (R ‘
" Tor Andrew Auernheimer - o AR
-+ For & guy who doésn't want o' be interviewed for

+. Tree, you're giving me a lot of good Quotesl . ..,

- In alater blog post about our emails, Weey clari-
fied that TIME is “trying to destroy white civiliza-
tion” and that we should “open up your Jew wallets
and dump out some of the f-cking geld you’ve stolen
from us goys, becausé what other incentive could I
possibly have to work with your poisonois publica-
tion?” I found it comforting that the rate for a Hieo=
Nazi to compromise his ideoclogy is justtwo bitcoins,
EXPRESSING SOCIALLY UNACCEPTABLE VIEWS like
Weev's is becoming more socially acceptable. Sure;

just like there are tiny, weird bookstores where you
can buy neo-Nazi pamphlets, there are also tiny,

.29

“Intefview. There's & bunch of ressons for that; Bt




weird white-supremacist sites on the web. But some
of the contributors on those sites now go to places like
8chan or 4chan, which have a more diverse crowd of
meme creators, gamers, anime lovers and porn en-
thusiasts. Once accepted there, they move onto Red-

dit, the ninth most visited site in the U.S., on which,

users can post links to online articles and comment
on them anonymously: Reddit believes in unalloyed
free speech the site only eliminated the comment
boards “jailbait,” “creepshots” and “beatmgwome
for Iegal Tedsons. :

But last summer, Redd1t banned ﬁve more d13-
cussion groups for. bemg distasteful. The one with
the largest user base, more than 150,000 subscrib:
ers, was “fatpeoplehate’” Tt was a particularly active
community that reveled in finding photos of over-

weight people looking happy, almost all women,
and adding mean captions; Reddit users Would ot e
then post these lmages all overthe targets Facebook.___ S

_init” The couple quit their jobs and started Inr
T ",cruelty—._free Reddit: They believe that saving a
- . . ‘munity is nearly impossiblé once mores hay

~ -established, and that s1tes like Reddlt are p

Wé‘ﬁ%’ﬁ% ?’%@ié§ ?ﬁﬁﬁiﬁ

Onllne commumtles have a mixed track record of
curbing trolls. Heres a closer Iook at which sites

If they get banhed |
elsewhere, trolls seek site Is sb popular with
refuge here, where they trolls that few-normal -

can, for example discuss - people are actually on'it

child pornography freely. “to

‘- “nently lost to the trolls. -

-out the voices of women, ethnlc and rehglou'

expunged nearly all photos of herself online. .«

- During her time at Reddit, some users who wi
part of a group that mails secret Santa gifts to.on
another complained to Moreno that the'y i
want to part1c1pate because the: person asmgn

tain Dew and eating Doritos isn’t accurate.” she sz
“They would be a doctor, a  lawyer, an inspirat
speaker a kindergartent teacher They’d send ]

you might know, Moreno says, There’s no r
indicator. “It’s more complex than just being
or bad. It's not all men either; women do take part

".When sites are ‘overrin bjr' Itrolls, they..dro

- .. This image-posting

:Hate grougs otganize -~ o

~here, easlly infiltrate ... © .- ;

. other.users’ threads,

then move on to .
. othersites.

pages along w1th anywhere else on the Internet they R o
could. “What you see on Reddit that is v1s1b1e fsat- o
least 10 times worse behind the scenes,” says Dan™ .~

McComas, a former Redd1t employee “Imagme two
users posting about incest and taking that conversa-
tion to their private messages, and that’s where the
really terrible things happen. That's where we savr
child porn and abuse and had to do all of our work
with law enforcement?” - .

. Jessica Morerno, McComas’ wrfe pushed for get-
ting rid of “fatpeoplehate” when she was the com-
pany’s head of community. This was not-a popular
decision with users who really dislike people with
a high body mass index. She and her husband had
their home address posted online along with sugges-
tions on how to attack them, Eventua]ly theyhad a
police watch on their house, They’ve since moved.
Moteno has blurred their house on Google maps and
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L .nor1t1es gays-anyone whc 1n1ght fee] vulnerab
- Young people in these groups assume trolling
“normal part of life online and therefore self-ces

‘because they feared the online response. The s

An anonymous poll of the writers at TIME fo
that 80% had avoided discussing a particular.to

percentage consider online harassment a
part of their jobs. Nearly half the women
have considered quitting journalism because
tred they’ve faced onling, although none of the e
had ‘Their comments included “T've been. raged

qu1red about” Another wrote, “T've had the 5
online trolls call me horrible names and say I'am
biased and stupid and deserve to be raped. I dot
think men realize how normal that is for women’
the Internet.” :




thing antithetical to the original values of the In-
ternet. “The question is: How do you stop. people‘
from being a--holes not to their face?” says-Sam

ing; “I feel worse.after usmg Tw1tter -
gets polluted here” ‘

says. Harvey is not her real name, which she gave

The alt-right argues that if you can’t handle"op'-._- -
probrium, you should just turn off your computet. .
But that’s arguing against self-expression, some-

Altman, a venture capltallst who invested early in -

Reddit and ran the company for eight days in2014

after one of its many PR crises.-“This is exactly" a

what happened when people talked badly about -

public figures. Now everyone on the: Internetisa. .0
“public figiire. The problem is that not everyone can

deal with that” Altman declared on June 15 that he: o
would quit Twitter and his 171,000 followers, say-" " . ... °
my bram} Tl

" learned was that the trolls didn’t realty hate their vi

“son,” she says. Trolls don't hate people as mucti.as
they love the game of hating people. '

' treat one another. A yet-to-be-published study:

.. showed thatwhen people were exposed to reports.
. .good deeds on Facebook; they were 10% more likely

Twitter’s head’ of trust and safety, Del Harvey, T
struggles with how to allow criticism but.curb - .. @
abuse. “Categorically to say that all content you .
don’t like receiving is harassment would be'sucha = -
broad brush it wouldn’t leave us much content,” she_-'_'- e

. the Dangerotis Speech Project and faculty associate
up long ago when she becaime a professional troll,

posmg as underage g;rls (and occasmnally boys) to._ o - pIe thmk it’s mcreasmegO K to descnbe a group o

claimed to be furious about her physical “trickery,
forcing her to block hundreds of users each wee
This year, Ford made a documentary for the BB
called Troll Hunters in which sheinterviewed online
abusers and victims, including a soccer referee w
had rape threats posted next to photos of his young
daughter on her way home from school. What Ford

tims. “It’s ot about the target. If they get blocked
they say, ‘That’s cool,’ and move on to the next pe

Troll culture might be affecting the way oontrolls

University of California, Irvine, professor Zeev Kain

to report doing good deeds that day. But the opp

siteis likely occurring as well. “One can see discourse
norms shifting onlme, and they’re probably linked
to behavior norms;” says Susan Benesch, found

at Harvard’s Internet and Society center, “When’

: Relatlvely saife, desplte QR The plctures.on this
‘-game high-profile cases... - . -~ messaging serviée,
- Justm Bleberquitin. : i i, ., popular with-teens;
ugust after abarrage of, dlsappeartoo quick

The service-aliows"™ * " The comments can .- - -.Lackof andnyriltypl
anomymous userstotag - - oftenhearacetosee. . a corporat

people they don’t know i . . who can get theirmean . safety h
in their messages, - which - - take up—voted to the top, inhospi

"negatwecomments o bundhate Sofa

reguiar]y leads to abuse.” - where Jt's mostvis1ble __type_s_

Predator. Citing the role of Twitter durmg the Arab
Spring, she says that anonymity has given voice to
the oppressed, but that women and minorities are
more vulnerable to attacks by the anonymous. ..

cruel en_ough threat. Still; people have vastly differ-
entlevels of sensitivity, A white male journalist who
covers the Middle East might blow off death threats,
but a teenage blogger might not be prepared to be
told to kill herself because of her “disgusting acne.”
Which are exactly the kinds of messages Em Ford,
27, was receiving en masse last year on her YouTube
tutorials on how to cover pimples with makeup. Men

entrap pedophﬂes as an adm1n1strator for the web- -

site Perverted-Justice and later for NBC’s To Catcha -+ - are hkelyto thmk thatit’s O. K to hurt those people

Buteven those in the alt-right who claim theyare - . . - platformsarevery hesitant to step on someone’s Fi
“unf-ckwithable” aren't really. At some point, every- .
one, 10 matter how desensitized by their ontine expe-

rience, is liable to get freaked out by a big enoughor - -

'people as. subhutnan or vermln, those same\zpeo

AS MORE TROLLING. OCCURS, mauy v1ct1m ar:
finding laws insufficient and local police untrain
“Where we run into the problem is the social-m

Amendment rights” says Mike Bires, a senior po

lice officer in Southern California who co-founded :
* . LawEnfortement:social, a tool for cops to fight

line crime and use social media to work with th
communitiés: “If they feel like someone’s life
danger, Twitter and Snapchat are very recepti
But when it comes to someone harassing yot: 0
line, getting the social-media companies to act ca
be very frustrating” Until police are fully cang}
up, he recommends that victims go to the- office
who runs the force’s social-media departmen




“disgraced former journalist Joel Stein” Last jear,
while I'was at a restaurant opening, she tweeted that
she was there too and that she wanted to ‘take “my
one-sided feud with him to the next level” She fol-

One counter-trolling strategy now being em-
ployed on social media is to flood the victims of abuse
with kindness, That’s how many Twitter users have
tried to blunt racist and body-shaming attacks on _
U.S. women's gymnastics star Gabby Douglas and lowed this immediately with a tweet thatsaid, “Meet
Mexican gymnast Alexa Moreno during the Sum- me outside Clifton’s in 15 minutes. Iwanna kickyour
mer Olympics in Rio. In 2005, after Emiily May co- ass.” Which shook me a tiny bit, A month later, she
founded Hollaback!, which posts photos = .-+ - 7w - tweeted that T should meet her outside
of men who harass women on the streétin - o e ++ a siipermarket T often go to: “I’'m gonna
order to shame them (some might call this'- e i L i+ buy some Ahi poke with EBT and then
trolling), she got a torrent of misogynistic - Im&gﬁm 811{" {ggl‘;ggﬂm too b kickyourage: o s
messages. “At first, I thought it was funny. ‘. ByMeganKooster - ‘

We were making enough impact that these S A RN R
losers were spending their time calling us
‘cunts™and ‘whores’ and ‘¢arpet munch-
ers, ” she says. “Long-term exposure to it
though, 1 found myself not being 56 ac-
tive on Twitter and being cautious about -
what Twas saying online. I¢’s still harass- "
ment in publicspace. It’s just the Internet -
instead of the street” This summer May
created Heartmob, an app to let péople:
report trolling and receive messages of

- supportfromothers.. - T o

Though everyone knows not to feed
the trolls, that can be challenging to the- . "
type of people used to expressing their
opinions. Writer Lindy West has writ
teri about her abortion, hatred of rape -
jokes and her body image—all of which®
generated a flood of angry messages, When
het father Paul died,a troll quick}
fake Twitter account called PawWestDonezo,
(“donezo” is slang for “done”) with a photo -
of her dad and the bio “embarrassed father -
of an idiot” West reacted by writing about.
it. Then she heard from her troll, who apolo-.
gized, explaining that he wasn’t happy with
his life and was angry at her for being so
pleased with hers. e

West says that even though:she’s beén -

- toughened by all the abuse, she is thinking -
of writing for TV, where she’s more insulated
from onlirie feedback. “Ifeel genririe feai 4 lot. Somie=

+T sent a tweet to Koester asking if T
S “could buy herlinch, figuring she’d say no
TEI)E gﬁ%%oN’S.SU?ERMARK_ET, 1, fat worse, say yes and bring a switch-
A empty pgﬁ%‘t‘l&?—DAWh; -~ blade or br_ass.kﬁqc_lglgs,"'sjnf:e‘I have no
[he middle, staring st Joc! Sesin, 1055 | ‘20Wledge of feuding outside ‘of West
ndoff: 00 DT T Bl Side Story, Hér email back agreeing to
. - “meet ' me was warm and fufiny. Though
% shealso sent'me the script of a shiirt movie
-“she had written (seé excerpt, Teft): .

~- I saw Koester standing outside the res:
‘taurant. She was tiny—5 ft. 2 in., with dark
- hair, wearing-black jeans and a Spy mag-
. -aziné T-sghirt, She ordered a seitan’sand-
wich, and after I asked the waiter about

- you a people peison?” she asked. As a
. 32-year-old freelance writer for Vice.com
whohas niever had a full-timejob, shelives

j ‘.'.?.s,f': And ;

quite correctl

ing: The thingsT hate

Thate about myself,” she said

- morethan 26,000 Twitter followers, Koester
hasbeen trolled more than I have. One guy was

' sofurious that she made fun of a 19705 celeb-
ity at an‘autograph session that he twested
-7 .he was going to rape her-and wanted her to
_ ~dieafterward. “So you'd thirk I'd have some sym-

one threw a rock through my car winidow the other the realm of the pathy;” she said about trolling me. “But I never felt
Froms th ettt b o e 108 SOTISOME G, Thege, o found tht colunn so il that thvght you

vmtue ) Snesays. Mnatywehaveaplat a0 paople whe 10D toeserve sympathy,”: e o

form that's democratizing and we can make ourselves oo ok wound -“When Isuggested we orderwine, shetold meshe’s
heard, and then you’re harassed for advocating for snd no fury’ arecently recovered alcobolic who was drunk at the

“The 'E'nté:i;mét is

yourself, and that shuts you down again U ~Megan Kosster, ~ restaurant opening when she threatened to beatme

_ oo wn o comedianandthe  up: I asked why she didn't actually walk up to me
I’VE BEEN A COLUMNIST long enough that Tgot .- author's troll that afternoor and, eveh if she didn’t pnch me, at
~ calloused to abuse via threats sent 6ver the U.S; mail. least tell me off. Shelooked at me like I'was an idiot.
I'm a straight white male, so the trolling is pretty “Why would I'do that?” she said. “The Internet is
tame, my vulnerabilitiés less obvious. My only re- the realm of the coward. These are-people who are
peat troll is Megan Koester, who has been attacking ' ' all sound and no fury” - C et
me on Twitter for a little over two years. Mostly, she : * Maybe. But maybe; in the information age, sound
just tells me how bad my writing is, always calling me is as destructiveas fury. ..~ . . - Lo
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£ - his life, she looked at me in horrotr, “Aré -

on a combination of sporadic paychécks
.and food stamps. My career success seemed, ...

bragging about it in my column and on Twit-
ter..“You just extruded smarminess that-I .
found off-putting. It’s clear I'm just project-:- -
ing: The thi bout yoi are the things -
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