The Author to Her Book (c. 1666) By Anne Bradstreet

Thou ill-formed offspring of my feeble brain,
Who after birth didst by my side remain,

Till snatched from thence by friends, less wise than true,

Who thee abroad, exposed to public view,

Made thee in rags, halting to th’ press to trudge,
Where errors were not lessened (all may judge).

At thy return my blushing was not small,
My rambling brat (in print) should mother call,

I cast thee by as one unfit for light,
The visage was so irksome in my sight;

Yet being mine own, at length affection would
Thy blemishes amend, if so I could.

I washed thy face, but more defects I saw,
And rubbing off a spot still made a flaw.

I stretched thy joints to make thee even feet,
Yet still thou run’st more hobbling than is meet;

In better dress to trim thee was my mind,

But nought save homespun cloth i’ th’ house I find.

In this array *mongst vulgars may’st thou roam.
In critic’s hands beware thou dost not come,

And take thy way where yet thou art not known;
If for thy father asked, say thou hadst none;

And for thy mother, she alas is poor,
Which caused her thus to send thee out of door.

B THLC

19th-Century illustration

TENTH MUSE

Lately {prung up in AMER 1CA.
OR

&
Severall Poems, compiled
with great variety of VVit "

and Learning, full of delight..

W herein efpecially is contained a com- &
pleatdifcourfe and defcription of

‘Elements, B
Conftitutions, :
_ The Four% i Ma;t, : 0y
. (Seafons of the Tear. .
Together with an Exa¢t Epitomic of

s

the Four Monarchies, ziz.
'

Affyrian, ) A
The Perfian, 5 e’ f_v ‘

Grecian, 8
S ARomans oy T PN Srie i
Alfo aDialogue between Old England and &

New,concerning the late troubles. &
With divers other pleafant and ferions Poetns. ¢

By a Gentlewoman in thofe parts,

Printed ac London for Stephen Bowrell acthe figne of the
Biblein Popes Head-Alley. 1650, ;

Btk %,
-!-u«aua.g.g-.axua-u..}ag*g*gm-*..

https://blogs.dickinson.edu/fys-pinsker/texts/anne-bradstreet-the-author-to-her-book-1666/



https://blogs.dickinson.edu/fys-pinsker/texts/anne-bradstreet-the-author-to-her-book-1666/

