Common Sense by Thomas Paine (Bell / Bradford editions 1776)

NECESSARY EVIL. “Society is produced by our
wants, and government by our wickedness; the
former promotes our happiness positively by uniting
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our affections, the latter negatively by restraining our
vices.... Society in every state is a blessing, but

government even in its best state is but a necessary INHABITANTS
evil.” gt
“ASS FOR A LION.” “One of the SRR g

strongest natural proofs of the folly of hereditary right in kings, is, that nature disapproves it,
otherwise she would not so frequently turn it into ridicule by giving mankind an ass for a lion.”

A CONTINENT. “[T]here is something very absurd, in supposing a continent to be perpetually
governed by an island. In no instance hath nature made the satellite larger than its primary planet,
and as England and America, with respect to each other, reverses the common order of nature, it
is evident they belong to different systems: England to Europe, America to itself.”

NO PLAN. “If there is any true cause of fear respecting independance, it is because no plan is
yet laid down. Men do not see their way out—Wherefore, as an opening into that business, I
offer the following hints; at the same time modestly affirming, that I have no other opinion of
them myself, than that they may be the means of giving rise to something better.”

“LAW IS KING.” “But where says some is the King of America? I’ll tell you Friend, he reigns
above, and doth not make havoc of mankind like the Royal Brute of Britain. Yet that we may not
appear to be defective even in earthly honors, let a day be solemnly set apart for proclaiming the
charter; let it be brought forth placed on the divine law, the word of God; let a crown be placed
thereon, by which the world may know, that so far as we approve of monarchy, that in

America the law is king.”

BELT IS TOO LOOSE. “Notwithstanding our wisdom,
there is a visible feebleness in some of our proceedings
which gives encouragement to dissensions. The
Continental Belt is too loosely buckled. And if
something is not done in time, it will be too late to do
any thing, and we shall fall into a state, in which,

neither Reconciliation nor Independance will be
practicable.”

BEGIN THE WORLD OVER AGAIN. “We have it in
our power to begin the world over again. A situation,
similar to the present, hath not happened since the days

of Noah until now. The birthday of a new world is at
hand, and a race of men, perhaps as numerous as all Europe contains, are to receive their portion
of freedom from the event of a few months.”



