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GEN. GRANT'S OFFI(IsL REPORT OF THE
BATTLES OF CHATT4NOOGG4, LOOKQU Y
MOUNT4IN AND MISSIONARY RIDGE..

Heabpq'as MILITARY DIvISION OF THE MI;S;—‘}
Ia the Field, Chattanooga, Tenn., Dec. 24, 83

Col. J. C. Kelion, A.. A. @ Washington, D, C. :
Cor.oNEL : ~* La pursusncs of & O No 537, War

D»parument, of ¢date Washington, Osieber 16, |

1863, delivered to meby the 8ccretary of War at
Louisville, Ky.. on the-18ih ot the same monib, I
assumed command of the **Military Division ot
the Missiesippi,” comprising the Departments of
‘the Ohiop the Cumberland, and the Tenuessee;
‘and telegrapbed “the order assuming comuwand,
together with “the order of the War Dipartment
referred to, to Msj Gen. A. E, Barnside, at Knox~
ville, and to Maj. Gen. W. 8.-Rosecrans, at Chat~
tanooga. . -

My action in telegraphlng these orders to Chat-
1anooga in advance of my arrival there, was In-~
duced -by information "furnished me by the
Sccretary of War of the difficulijes with which
the Army of the Cumberland had to contend in
supplylog itself over a loog mountainous and
almost impassable road from 8ievenson, Ala., to
Chattanoogn, Tenn., and his fears that General
Rasecrans would fall back to the morth side of
«he Tennessee River. ‘I'o guard further agalost
the poesibility of the Bacretary’s fears, I also
telegraphed to Msj. Gen, Thomss on the 19:h
October, from Louisville, to hold Chattanooga at
all hezyrde; that I ‘'would be there as soon as pos-
sible. To which he replied on the same date, *I
will bold the town till we starve.”

Proceeding directly to Chattanoogs, I arrived
there on the 281 October, and found that General
Thomas. had, immediately, on being placed in
command of the Department of the Cam-erland.
ordered ‘the conceptration of M jor Genersl
Hsoker’s commond at Brédgeport, preparatary to
secaring the river snd main wagon road between
that place and Brown’s Forry, immediately below
Lookout Munntain. The next morning afier my
arrival at Chattanoogs, in compsny with Thomas
and Brigadier General ‘W, P. Smith, Chief Eagt
neer, [ made a reconnojsance of Beowr’s Ferry,
and the miils on the sovth sids of the riyer ana
the month of Lookont Valley. After th¥ recon-
noisance the plan sgreed upon was for Hooker to
cross at Bridgepdrt to the south side ot the river,
with all the force that comld be spared from the
rallroad, sud mova on the main wagon road by
way of Whitesides to Wanhatchis in Lookoat
Vailey. Mujor General J M. Palmer was to pro-
ceed by the only ‘praciicable ronte north of the
river from his position opposite Chattanooga to a
point or the norlh' bank of the river opposite
Whitesides, then to cross -to the south side and
hold the road passed over by Hooker. - :

_In the meantime, and b:fure the enemy could
be apprised of our intention, a forece under the
direction of Brig. Gen. W. F. 8mith, Chlef Eagl
neer; was to Dbe thrown..across tha river, ay or
near Brown's Forry to seiza the range of hills at.
the mouth of Lookout Valley, coveriog the
Brown’s Ferry Road, and orders weré given ac~
cordingly. _ N .-

‘1t was kuown the enemy -held the north-of
Lookout Valley with a brigade of troops, and tue
road leading round the foot of the mountain from
their main camp in Chattanooga Valley to Liook-
out Valley. Hosliing these advantages, he would
have had little dificalty in concentrating a sufli-
clent force to bave defeated or driven bim back.
To remedy this tte selzare of the range of hills at
‘the mouth of Lyokout Valley, and covering the
Brown’s Ferty Road, was deemed of the highest
lmportacce. This, by the use of pontoon bridges

at Chattanooga and Brown’s Ferry, would secare
. to us by the north bark of the river across Moc-
. casin Polnt, a shorler.one by which to reinforce
' our troops in Liyokout Valley, thau the narrow
-and tortuous road.around the foot of Lookout
Mougtain sforded the enemy for reinforcing his.

The force detalled for this expedition consisted
of flve thonsand mau, uuder ‘commiand of Gene~
'rpl Smi'b, Cbief Eogineer, eighteen huadred of
| which, under Brigadler Genersl H, B. Hazen, in
. aixty pontoon :boats, contalning thirly -armed
mea each, finated quislly from Chattanooga past
the 'enemy’s . picketg, to ‘the faot of Lookout
Moauntain, on the night of the 27.h of Qctober,
landed on the eouth eide of the river at Brown’s
Ferry, surprised the edemy’s pickets stationed
there, and selzed the hills covering the ferry,
without the loze of a man killed, and but four or
five wounded. :The remsjnder of the force, to
gether -with the materials for a bridge, were
moved by the north bauk of the river across
Moccasin -Point to Brown's Ferry, without at-
tracting the attention of the enemy; and before
dsy dawned the*whole force was 1erried to the
south bank of the river, and the almost inacces~
sible heights rising from Lookout Villey at its
outlet .to. the river,- apd -below. the mouth of
Linokout Creek, were -secared. - . -

By ten o’clock, o m., sn excellent pontoon
bridge was laid acroes theriver st Brown e Fergy,
thus eecuring “to us the end of the desired road
nearest the enemy’s forees, and the shorter line
over which~to pass 4roops.if-a battle became
iuevitable: Positions were taken up by our troops
from which they could-not- rave been driven ex
cepl by vastly supétior forces,and then obly
with great 108a to the enemy. Our artillery waa

plaged in’such ition a8 to complelely com-~
mand the roags %dlnz, from the. enemy’s main
camp in Chbsttannoga Valley to Liookout Valley,
--Onthe 28ih :Hooker emerged inio Lookout
Valley at Waahatchle, by the direct road from
Bridgeport,” by way of Whjtesides. to Ohatta.
nongs, with the Eleventh Army Corps, -under
Major- General Howard, and :Geary’s. Division, -of

’. Whiteside, over which be had marehed,; and also
the road leading from Brown’s Ferry to Killey’s
Ferry,throwiog the laft of Howard’s Corps fore
-word to. Brawn’s Fertgy, + . . '
; Thedivision thot-sitavied, - under commend -of
almer, for Whitesides, reached .ita destination
ond took up the position intended in the original
plan of this movement.  Thése movements, 8o
successfnily  exzcated, secured to us two com-
paratively good lines'by which to oblain eup
_plies from the terminus of the raiiroad.at Bridge-
port, namely: 1he main wagon .road, .by way of
Whitesides, Wanhatchie and Browu’s Ferry, dls-

Ferry and Brown's Ferry road, which, by the
use of the river from Bridgeport-to-Kalls’s Ferry,
regnced the {istance for wsgoning to bat eight
miles, - : . '

. Up to this period our forees at Chattanocg
were practically invested, the enemy’s lives cx-
tending from the Tennessde river above Ghatla-
| nooga to the rivar- at and below the poiut at

Lookout Mourtain, bélow Chaltanoogs,-with the
south bank of the river picketted to near Bridge-
port, bis maia force belug fcrtift-a in Chittanoo-
ga Valley, at thefoot of and oa Miesionary Ridge
sud Lookout Mountain, ard a brigade fu_Loukont
Valloy. -True, we held possession of the coubtry
north of the river, btut it was from eix.y to
seventy miles, over the most imprscticable roads
to army supplies. : :

reduced by starvation that thoy conld not have
been relled upon for moving sryihing. An at-
‘tempt at'retreat must have been with meo alone,
and with only euch supplies as they could carry.
‘A 16treat would have baen almost C:riain aunnthi-
lation, for the enemy, occupyiog positions within

treatjng forces.
snimals had perished in supplying half rations to
the troops by the long and. téd:ons route from
Bievenson' aud Bridgeport to Chattanooga over
Waldron’s Ridge. They could not have been
supplied another weelk.” - T
. The'en@y was evidently fnlly apprised of our
condition in Chattanooga, and of tho necessity of
.our establishing a new and eliorter. ae By which
to obtaio supplies if we wonld maisiain car pued
tion; and 8o fuily was he impressed with the im«
portance of keeping from ns these lnes—1lost to
him by surprise, and in & manver he little dreamed
of—that, in order to regain passessicn of them,n

forces on a. portion .of Hockar’s troups (Gssry’s
division of the 12:h cerps) (he ficst night sfter
Hooker’s' arrival in the Valley, The sttack failed,
Lowever, and Howard’s corps, which was moving

required by him, carried. the rewmalning heights
hetd by the enemy west of Liookout Creek. . Tals
gaveus quist possession of the lines of commu-
nicailon herelofore deccribed, eouth of the Ten-
nessee river. Of thaee operations I cannot speak
more-pariicularly—ihe-cub reports haviog been
| Bent to Washington without passiog through my
| hands. e
. By th€éuse of two steamhaals, one of which
had been left at Chattanoog: by the encmy, and

_fell into onr hands, and on* that_had been buils’

by us at Bridgeport and K:lly’s Ferry, we were
enabled Lo obiotn supplies with but cight miles

| of wagoniog.- The capaciiy-of.the railroad and

; sfednboats was not - sufllcint; Lowever, to sup
i ply sll the wants of the army, but actusl suffer-
loe vwas prevented. ., . DL
Ascertainicg from. scou’s and dzserters thal
. Bragg was dispatebling Liongsireet frum the front,
' and moviog him in. the dirgetion of Knoxville,
Tenn., evidently to attack Baruside, sud feeling
stroogly the necesslty for some move that would
compel him to retain all Dis "forces and reeall
tbose he had detached, direciiors were given for
o movemeut sgainst Missionary, Hilge, with a
view to carryiog It and ihreaieuing the enemy’s
commupication.with Lougsireet, 5f which 1 {n~
formed Barnside by telegraph on the 7ith No-
vember, U .

After a thurough recsanoisaauce of the ground,
howevar, it was deemed utiorly impraeticabls to
make the move until 8herman should get up, be
cause of the-inadequacy of cur torces, and the
condition of tho avimeis then at Custtanooga,
and [ was forced to leave Burnside for the pre-
sent, Lo contend against supcrior forces of the
enemy, until the arrival of’8kerman with his men
aud meons of traneportation. Ia the meontime,
reconnois:ances were made oud plans were ma-
tured for operations, Daspaiches were gent to
Bherman laforming him of the mo¥cment of
Longstreet, and the necessity of bis immazdiate
presence at Caattancoga. Oa the 14:h Novem-
ber I telegraphed to Bu-nside a8 folluws: -

Your despatch and Dius’s just received, Baiog
there, you cau tell better huw to" resist Long-
steet’s attack than I cia direct. With your
showjog, you had batter give np Kingsaton at the
last movemsnt, and save the mosi produ:tive
part of your possessions, FEvery srrangement is
now made Lo throw 8herman’s forees scross the
river, just at aud below theé moush of Chickaman-
ga Creek, a8 soon a8 it arrivzs. Thomas wili ate
tack on his left'ut the rame time, and together it
is expected to carry Missionary Ridge, and ixrom
there push a force on totnersiiroad belween
Cleveland and Dalton. Hooker will at the same

ptime attack, and, if he ean, earry Lookout Mouan-

tain. The nemy now seems to ba iooking for.
an attack on bis left flank.” This favors us. To
farther confiruPthis, Snerman’s advasce divicion
will march direet trom Whiieside 1o Trenton.—
The remainder of his force wiil pas« cver A new
road juet mide from Whiteside to Kallp’s Ferry,
thus being coccealed from the cceny, and leave
hlm to suppose the whole toree is goirg te Lisok-
out Valley. Bhermin’s advavcz bas only jast
reached Bridgeport. Tho rear will peacn there
on the 16.h." This will briog it to Lthe19.h as the
eafjiest duy for making the combiued movement
08 desjred. Ioforx ma if. you thiok youm c:mn
sustoln yourself antil that time. I can bardly
concelve of the enemy Wreaking through a! Kinge
eton and pushing for Kentucky, If Luey should,
however, a new problem will ba Iett for solution,

Thom.s has ordered a division of cavalry to the
vicivity of 8parts. 1 will ascertain it they have
astarted, and fuform you. I: wlll be entirely oul
ofthe question to send you ten thousand men, not
becauss they canuot be spared; batbow c¢)uld
they be fed affer they get ¢ven one diy east of
here. ) 8 GRANT, M jir General.

To Msjor Genessl A, E. Barnside.
.- On the 15 .h having recesived fronm the Ganeral-
in+Chief o despatchi of date ofthe 14 b, in reference
to Barpside’s position the danger ot his abandon-
ment of East Tennesaee, uuless immediate relief
‘was sfforded, ond the terrible misfortnne such s
| result would be 0 our army; and also despatches
 from Mr. C, A Daon, Assisinnt Secretary of War,
| and Col. Wilzon, of my staff, sent at the lostance
! of Gen. Burpside, informing me more fally of
| the cond tion of sffairs asd
. I telegraphed bim +8 tollowa :

: CHATTANOOGA, Nuvamber 15, 1863
1 donot koow how 10 impr<ss OD yoa Lhe ne-
cessily of holdicg on to Eist Tennesses fn strong
enoungh term:. ‘According to the despalches of
Mr Dinaard Colonel Wilson, 1t wonld seent that
you should, if pressed to do it. bold on to Kuox-
"ville and that portion- of the valley which you
will gecessarily. ‘possess holding to that pofnt.
Should Longs:reet move his whole force across
the Littls Tenhessee, an efort shonld ba made to
cut his pontoons on thsat Biream, ‘even if it sacri-
ficed half the cavalry of the Ohio Army. By
holding on and plicing Longstreot betwwen the
| Little Tennessee and Kaoxville, he should not be
allcwead to escape with an army capables of doin
apything this winter. I can hardly "conceive of
the necessl:y of retreating from Est ‘fennessee,
If I.did so at all, it would be after losing ‘most of

| retreat. Kingston, lookiog at the map,

the Twelfth Army Corps, and _proceeded to take'

the army, and then neccssity would suggest the
route. " I will not aftemdt'to Jay ont .the line of
I thought
of more importances than any one' point in East
Tennessee. - But, my atteotion being called more
closely to it, I can see that it 1p)ght be passed by,
spd’Kaooxville and the rich v.llsy about it poa-
eessed, iguoring that placeéntirely, 'Y should not
tl{luk it advisable t0 concentrate a force near
Llttle Tennessee to resist the croesing, 1f it would
be in denger of capture; but I would harass snd
embarrass prcgress in every way possible, re~
flecling on the fact that the Army of the Onio is
not the only aim; to resist €he oowsrd progress
of the enemy.  U. 8. GRANT, M:jor General,
To Moj )r Genersl A E. Barnside, -

THB RECONNOISIANCR AND ITS RESULTS—PRE-
- PARATIONS FOR THS GRAND ATTACK.

- Previous recnunolssances, made first by Briga-
dler Genergl W. F. 8mith, Chief Englneer, and
afterwsrds by Thomas, 8hermin, and myself, in

up paeltions for 1he- defencs of ho royg from:

company with hit, of the conutry opposjte Chat-

 an

tant but twenty-eight miles, and the -Kelly’s)

1} of Ml!sslonary Rldge

The artillery horses end mulesh:d become 8o

ganshot of and overlocking our very foriifica- .
ttons, would have ucquestionably puraneds re- -
Already mors than ten thousand

night attack was made by & pertiod ot Lngstreet’s”

to the assistanca of Geary, fluding that it was not.

_tanooga and north of tho Tertkssee Rlver, ex-
i tendlug us far 438t
: Chickamanga and the
| Ridge, s0 far 03 the ssme could be made frem the

a8 the mouth of whe North

north end of Missionary

north bank of the river without excitiog suspi-
clons on ke part of the egémy, showed good
roads from Brown’s Ferry up the river and back
ofsthe first ranga of hills opposite Chatianooga,
out of view of the wnemy’s positions,—
Troors crossing . the bridge at Brewn’s Ferry
Could be scen and their numbers estimated by
fhe eoemy; but, aot seeing anything further of
{iem ss they paseed np in the rear of these hills,
he wquld nece:sarily be ata loss to know whether
they were moving to Kuoxville or held oa the
north side of the river tor
Chstinvooga, It alag sbow&;d that the north end
was jmperfectl
snd thsat the- banks of the rivgr, (ror‘hyth%nggtffﬁ
of Ssuth Chicksminga Creek westward to this

msig oo In front of Chattanoogs, was watched |

;_;k;ﬂy })y a-;mnll cmynlryipgk_ec. This determined
¢ plan of operations indicated in m H
of.thc 14:h to Burnside. _ my despa cl?

Upon further consideration—the great -object
beiog to maes all the force possible agalnat onsg
givza poln!, namely: Missionary Ridye, converg-
log towsrds thenorth end of ti—fL wis deemad
best 1o cGangs the original plan, so faras it con-
templated- Hooker’s attack on -Lookout Mouns
lain, which weald give us Howard’s corps of his
commaid to aid in this purpose; aud on the 18.h
the foliowing instructious were given Thomas :

All preparatious shonld be mzde_for attacking
the “cneiny’s position on Missionary Ridge by
Baturday ot dayiight, Not being provided with
o map giving names of roads, soars of the moun-
tain and other places, such defiaite instruciions
cannol b3 given as might ba desirable, - However,
the geuoeral plan, you understand, is for 8herman,
with tae force brought with him; strengthened by
n division frcm your comiond, to eff:ct a cross-
icg of the Tarnessee River, just below the moath
-ot Chickamaugs; his crossing to be protecied by
‘ariilery from the heights oa the norlh banl: of
the river (to ba located by your chief of artillery),
and 10 secure the hefyits from the northern ex
tremity to abont the railrond tunnel, befose the
euemy can eancentrate agafnst him. Yom will
co-operdte with S8herman, .

The troops ia Coatiraooga Valley should be
well concentrated ou our left flivk, leaving only

the necessary force-to defend toriifications on the -

right sud ¢antre, and & movable column of one’
division in rendiness’ to move wherever ordered,
This division shou!d show itself ag threateningly
03 possible on the most practicable liue for
makicg an atlack up the valley.” Your eflort then
will be to form a junction with Saerman, making
y-ur advances wdll towards the'norihern end of
Missionary Ridge, and moving as near, simulta~
neously with him, as possible, The juueture once
formed ond the ridge carried, comminnications
will be at once established between the Lwo armies
by roads on the south bauk of thu river. Farther
movements will - then depepd on those of the
evemy.. Laickout Valley will be easily held, I
think, by Gz2ary’s di%izicn and what troops you
1may atill have there belonging to the old Army of
the Camberland. Howard’s corps can then be
held ifl randiness to act either with you at Chat

tanoog: or with 8hermaa. It shoald bs marched
on Friday nigbt to a position on the north side of
the river, not lower down than the first pontoon
bridge,nnd thero held in resdiness for such orders
as may beeoma nccessary.  All these troops will
be provided with two days’ cooked rations in
haversacks, and one handred rounds of ammuni-
tion on the person of each infantre soldier,. . 8pe«

cial ‘care should be taken by nll officers Lo Bee that'

smmunition is not wasted or nunéecessarily fired

G +ne, Morgau’s, L. 8mith’s,

tol'ed t ) them by him,

awag.” You will call on the Euginee-'D :parimunt
for such preparations as you may deem DECessary
for exrrying your infantry and ariillery over the
creek. U 8. GraNT, M- General,

. To Msjor General Ge», H. Thoma>.

GEN, BHERMAN'S IN3TRUJTIONS AND MOVEMENTS,

A eopy of these instractions was furnished
8npryMAN, with the following communication:

- Eaclosed herewith I send you a eony of ‘la~
struciions to Msjor Gi2neral Thomas. You hay-.
ing boen over the groundin person, aud havirg.
hoard the whole matter discusaed, fariher in~
stroc.fons will not be necessary for-you. It is
particalarly degirable that a force should be got
through to the'rallroad between Cleveland apd
Dalion, and Loeogstreet thus cat cff from com-
munleation with the South; bat, bzing confrons .
ed by a lsrge force here, sirongly located, it is
uot easy to tell how this is to be effected until
the resnit of our first effort is known. I will add,
however, what is not shown in my iuvstructions
to Tiaomas; that o brigade of c:v.lry has been
ordered here, which, If it arrives tn time, will be
thrown acrosa the Tent}g‘isee above Chickamau~
g3, ond may be able td'take the trip to Cleve-
laud or thereabouts, & °
. U. 8. GRANT, M- jor Genoral,

To M jor General W. T. Suerman.

8hermno’s forces were moved from Bridgeport
by way of Whiteside~one division threatening
the enemy’r left flaunk in the dircction of Trenton,
crossing at Brown's Ferry, up the north bank of
the Tenuessee, Lo near the mouth of 8auth Chick-
awaugs, where they were ' Rept concealed from
the enemy until they were ready to force a crosss
ing. Pontoous for throwing 8 bridge across the
river were built and placed in North Caicka<
Ol uga, near it8 mou.h, a few miles farther up,
witaout attracti: g the attention of the enemy. I¢
was expecled wo would be sble to effect the
crossiog on the 21st of November; but, owing to
heavy ruing, 8hermna was unable to get up until
'he afternoon of the 234, and then only with
John E Smith’s, and
Hogh Xwing’s divisions of the 15.b corps, nnder
command of Msjor Gzneral Frauk P. Blair, of his
army. The pontoon bridge at Brown’s Ferry
havieg becn broken up by the drift, consequent
apon thé rise fn the river and rafts sent dowa b
the enemy, the other division (Oaiterhan’s) was
delnined on the soulh side, and was on the nigtt
of the 231 ordered, unless {t could get acros by
elght o’clock the mext morning, to report to
Hooker, who was instructed ia'this ev.n- to ate

future operatfBns at,

- I3 e .
which to move Thomas’ artillery, was sent up
| from Chattanoogp toaid in crossing artillery and
-iroops, and ,by-,3nylight. of the ‘mornlag of the
24th of Nayember eighf thotsand men were on.
the south side of the. Tennessee and fortified
‘in rifla . trenches. By twelve o’clock m., Lhe
. pontoon bridges across .the Tennessee and the
-Chickamauga were laid, and the refmainder of
. Sherman’s forco crossed over, and at half-past
| twelve p. m, the whole of the northera cXiremily
; of Missionary Ridge, to near the rallroad tunnel,
| was in S8herman’a podsession. - Daring the night
i hesfortified the position thus secured, making it
| equal, if not superior, ju strength to that held by
: the enemy. LS . ) -
By three o’clock of the same gay Colonet Long
with his brigade of cavalry, of Thomas’s urmy,,
crossed to the sonth side of the Tennessee snd to
.the vorih of 8outh Chickamauga creek, and made
8 raid on the_enemy’s lines of communication.

bundred wagons aud over two handred prisoners,
His own loss wag small, .

Hookercarried out the part assigued for this
day equal to the most sangine expeétations,—
Witk deary’s diviston, #(Twelfth . corps) and (wo
brigides of Banley’s division, (Fourihi corps) of
Thomss’ army, and Osterhans’ division, (Fifteenth

corps,) ot Sherman’s army, he scaled the wéstera-

slope of Linokout Mountsin, .drove the rnemy
from his 1ifia pits on the northera extremity and
elope of the. mouutain, capturing many prisoaers,
without Serlous loss.

Themas having doge on’ tha 283, with his
troops In Chatianooga what was iniended {Or the
24:h, bettered and strecgthed his advance posi-
t:ons during the day, and pushed the oleventh
corps forward along tha 8outh bank of the Ten-
_neseeeriver, across Citico ereek, one brigads of
which, with Howard {n person, reached Sherman
just as he had completed the crossing of theriver.
* ¥When Hooker emerged in sight of the Norlhern
extremity of Lookout Mountsid, Carlin’s brigade
of the 14th corps, was ordared to cross Chatta~
nooga creck and form s junction with hiw. Tiis
‘was eff2cted lale in the evening and after coneid-
‘erable figuting. This was the night ofthe 24'h
and the forces malntained an uabroken line, with
open commenications fiom Lhe north end of
Lookout Mountsin throngh Costtanoog: Valley
to the north énd of Miasionarv Ridea :

THE SECOND DAY'S CONTEAT.

Oun the morning of the 25th Hooker took pos-
session of the monntain top with a small force,
and with the remainder of hig' command, in pur-
snauce of orders, swept atross Chattanonga Val-
ley, now abaoudoned by the enemy, to Rossville.
In this march he was detained fonr hours building
.a bridge across Ohattanooga Creek, From Ross-
ville he sscended Missionary Ridge, and moved
northward toward the centre of thenow shortened
line, .. e

Sherman’s attack upon the enemy’s most north-
ern aud most vital point was vigurously kept up
all day. The assaulting columu advanced to the
very rifle piis of the enemy, ond held their posi’
tion firmly and’ without waveritg. The right of
the asaaulting colamn belog exposed to the danger
of being turned, two brigades were sent to ita
support. These advanced in the most .gallan
mauner over an open fizld on the moontain side
80 near to the works of the enemy, and laid there
partially covered from fire for some tim2,

The right of these two brigades rested near the
hesd of a ravine or gorge inthe mouatain side,
which the enemy tock advantsge of, and eent
troops, ¢avered from viaw, below them to their
rignt rear. Belng unexpectedly fired into from
this direction they fell back acroes the open iield
below them, and reformed in good order in the
edge of thetimbsr. The columa which attacked
them was &peedily driven Lo its entrenchmexts
by the assaniting colomn proper, . - Ny

Early in the morniog of the 253h the remalnder

tack Lookout M)antain, as contempiated in the
original plan. . :

GEN. BRAGG'S REBEL MOVEMENTS

A deserter from the rebsl armv, who
our liues on the night of the 231 of
reporied B-agg falling back.

20th, tended to confirm this report:
*  HzaDQ'R3 ARMY OF TENNES:ER,
. IxTo8 F1eLD, Nov. 20, '63.
Mej. Gen, U. 8. Grand, tomd@g United Stales
-rorees, &c, { hattanooga s : -
GRNERAL: As there may still be some non-
combatanta in Chattanoogs, I deem it proper to
notlly you that prudeasce would dictate their
early withdrawal.
I am, Goueral, very respactfully,
Your obedient servans, - -
BRAXTON BRAGG, G:n. Comd’.

the moroing of the 231, to ascertain’ the truth or
falsily of this report, oy driviog in his pickets
and making him develop his lines, This he did
with the troops stationed at Chattanooga and
Howard’s corps (which had been brought into
Chattanocga because of the apprehended danger
to our pontoos bridges from the rise in the riv:r
auad the encmy’s rafis), in the most gallant style,

. driviog the enrmy from his first line, auvd secur-

tog tons what Is known as “Iadian Hill"” or “Ora
chard Kaoll,” and the low range of hilld south of
It, Taese points ware fortifiad durleg the night,
and artillery put io position on them. The ra-
port of this deserter was - evidently not intended
to deceive; but he bad mistekea Biagg’s movex
ments, - It was afterwards ascertained that one
division of Backuet’s corps had goune to joln
Longstreet, and a second division of the same
corps had siarted, but was brought back in con-
sequence of our atlock, N
TOR FPIRIT DAY’S OONTE-T. i
Oa the night of the 231 of Novembor 8herman,
with thres divisions of his army, strengiheuned
by Divie? Divisioa of Thomas’, whick hid been
stitioned along on the norih-side of the river,
convenient to where the crossing waato be eff-et-
ed, was ready for operations at an hour sufficient .
ly early o secure the south bank of Lhe river jaat
below ™ the mouth of South COhlckamavga, By
dawn of day the poatoons in North Chicksmanga
were loaded with thirly armed megn each, who
floited quietly past the enemy’s pitkets, landeq,
aud captured dll but one of the guard—twenty in
Jynumber—before the enemy was awars of the pre-
sence of a foe. The steamboat Danbar, with a
barge in tow, after baving finished ferrying across
tho river. the horfes progused from Bherman with

Vcameinto |
November, | . Thae was " dit 3
‘The following ot | men. Their progress was steadily onward un:il

ter from Bragg, received by flag of truce on the .

| forward to Mission Milis,
; Thoma-’ lefi being overcome,
-Not being wiiins that he should get his army i

oft in good order, Thomas was directed, early on '
|a was o full retreat;

| : arilllery and small arms.

of Hownrd’s corps reported to 8herman, and cod-~
stituted a part of his forces during that day’s bat-
tle, the pursnit, and the subsequent ndvance for
the relief ot Kunxvilla, .

Sherman’s position not only threatened the
right flavk of the enemy, bat, trom his occapying
# llpe across the mouatain and to Lhe reilroad
bridge across Chick:mauga creek., his rear and
stores st Chickamauga 8:ation. Thia eanged the
enemy to mass heavily agalnst bim., This move-
meant of bis belug plainly sesn from the position
1 occupled on Ozchard Knoll, Batrd’s division, ot

. the 14ih corps, was ordered to Sherman’s sup-

port; but, recelving a nate from 8aérman inform -
ing ma that he had all the force necessary, Baird
was put in position on Thomas’ left. ) -

THE ATTACK UPJN THE ENBlh{Y’é GCENTRE.

[ The appearance of Hooker's column was at
" this time anxlously looked for snd momentarily
expected, moviog north on the ridge, with bis
lett in Chattanooga valley aund .his right easi of
the ridge.™ His approach was intended as the
signel tor storming the ridge in the ceatre with
sirong columnr; but the- time -necessarily con-
sumed in the; consiruetion of the bridge over
Chattanooga creekk detained him to s lster hour
than was expecied, Biing satisficd from tho
latest Information from him that he must by this
time be on his way from Raaville, though not
yet in sight, and discavering that the encmy, in
: bls deaperation to defeal or resiat the. progress of
, Bherman, was weskening his centre on Missiona-
ry Ridee, determined’ ma to_ order the advance
at once. Thomas was saccordingly directed
to - move forward his troops, comstituiing
eur centre—Bilrd's  dlvision, (Fourteenth
corps) Wood's. and Bherman’s divisions,
(Foarth earps,) and Johnstoa’s divicion (F>ur-
teenth corps.s with a double line of ekir-
misbers thrown out, followed in easy supporing
disianca by the whole force—aud carry-thé rifts
vits at the foot of Misslonary .Ridge, and when
carried Lo reform his line in Lhe rifle pits, with a
view to carry tho top of the ridge. These troops
moved forward, drove the enemy .from bis rifla
pits at the base of the ridze tike bees from o
bive, stopped but s moment natil the whole were
in line, and commenced the ascent of the moua..
taio from right to left .almost slmaltaneously fol
lowing closely the retreatlug enemy without fur
ther ordera, - They encounntered a fearfal voliey
of grape and canister from. nearly thirty rizces of
arilllery, and musketry from still ‘well filled rifie
pite on the summit of the ridge; Not a waver,
however, was seeu in all that long line of brave:

the summit was in their possession. [a this
charg s the casnalties wero ramarkably few for the
fire encountered. - I can account tor this only on
tha theory that the enemy’s surprise at-theé auda -
city of euch a charge caused confusion and the
purposeless aiming of their piece-.

THE REBELS IN ' FULL, RETREAT~-RELIEF
ENOXVILLE,

The nearnets of night, and tha enemy still re-
slstfog the advance of Thamas’ left, prevented a
geueral pursult that nigh'; but Bheridan pnshed
The retistance on

the enemy sban-
doned his position near the rajlcoad tunnel ip.
front of 8herman, and by twelve o’clock at vight
i and the whbole of his strong

poeltions on Lyokout Mountain, Chattanoogy

BoB

] . Vallay snd Misstonary Ridge were fn' cur posses

, sion,

togetber with a large number of prisoners,
' Thomas was directed
ta.get Granger, with his corps, and detachments
evough from other commonds, Jucuding ibe
forca avaiilable at Kingston, 1o make §weniy thou-
sand men, inreadiness to ‘ga to the relief of
Kuaozville uvon the termination of the battle at.
Chittanoogs; these Lroopa to take with them four
days’ rations, and a steamboat’ losded with the
rations to follow up the river. ' | Co

Oag the evening of the 25:h November orders.
ware given to bath Thomas and 8herman to par-
sue the enemy early the next morning with all
thilr avallabls fores, except that nuder Granger, i
intended for the relief of Kaoxville. :
THR - PURSUIT—RINGGOLD,

On the moraiog of the 26th 8herman advanced
by way of Chickamanga 8iation, and Thomos’
f.rees, under Hookersnd Palmer, moved on the™
Ro,sdsvllle' road towards Grengeville and Riog--
god, v

The advavee of Thomas’ forces reached Ringn
gold on the morniog of the 27:b, whete tHey-
found theenemy in stroeg porilion in the gorge
and on the crest of Toylor’a Ridge, from "Which
they dislodged him afier a severe fight,in which
welost heavily ia valuable cflicers and men, and
cootinued the pursuit that doy untll near Tunnel
Hill, s aistance of twenty- miles from -Chatta-
nooga. Co : : e
vaw division (14 h corps), of Bherman’s col-
umi, reached Ringgold abonc noon of.the  same

Ha burned Lyner’s Station, with msny etb‘li-gs. :
cut the railroad at Cleveland, cspiured pearly a | that Geanger had uot yat got off, Bor Wouid he-
' heova the number of men I had directed. Busldes,
i be moved with reiuctance and complaints.
i therefere, determiacd, nolwivgstandinr the fact

and Cleveland, :0d.has cat off Bragg -
nication with Lovestreet, whicn w,.f guacgggfg;}y
aceomplished. H-d it not been for the imgperative
uecessity of relicvicg "Bumside, I wonld have |

‘pureued the broken and demoralized enemy a3

loag 23 supnlies could have becn fovad in the
counalry. Bat my cdvices were thit Barnside’s
Anpolies would cnly last until the 81 December,
It was slready getting Iate to sfyrd the necessary
relief. determised, therefre, o vpursu: no
furiher, voker was directed-to hold tae poei-
tion he then cecupied until the night of the 30:h,
bul to go no further south' al the €xnenze of a
fight, Sherman ‘was dirécsed Lo gnareh to the
railroad crossing of the Hiawasc®, to prowect
Grauger's flink nntil he was across ‘tbat siream,
-and to prevent {urther reinferccmeats belug sent
by thal routainto E1at Tennessee,

THE RETURN FROM THR CHASE—~SHRRMAN &BNT
Co TO KNOXVILLE. :

Raturning frem the front on-thé 28th, I found

1,

that twe divisi ve of Sherman’s forees h+d msreh-
ed froia Memphis snd had gone- into batila im.«
mediately on 1heir “arrival st Chailancogs, to -
send him with bis ecommand; 2nd orders in se-
cordurce therewith were gent. him at Czlhnun to
assume command of the treopsthes with Granger,
in addition to tboze with him, cod proceed with
all noesible dispateh to the reliefef Barnslde,
‘General Ellio! had bzen ordered by Thomes, on
the 6. of N :gemher, to procecd from Alaxine
dria, Tannesse®¥to I{noxville with kis cavilry
division, to eid in tne relief of that placa. The
approach of Saerman caitzed Loogsireet 1o raise
the eiege of Kuoxville and retreat eastward on the
night of the 4ih of D:cembar. Sherman .sue- -
ceeded in throwiag his eavairy into Kaoxviile on
the sight of the 8d. Buerman arrived tn person
at Kuoxville on the 6:h, snd after 2 cosfercnca .
with Burasids In feference to “organizing s pur-
suiog force largo enough to sllber overtanke \ba
eoemy and beal him, or drive him:out of the .
Btate,” Burneide was of ihe opisicn that the
corps of Granger, in- conjucection =ith his own
commard, was ruflicient tor that rarpose, and on
the -7:h addressed 1o Sherman the followicg com~

day., Howard’s corps 'was sent by 8hérmian 1o
Red Clay to destroy the rallroad m’fwe'en Dalton
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maauication :

-~ .. KNOXVILLB, Dacember 7, 1864,

To Mejor. Geneyal therman: @ ’

_I'desire to express to yon and your comrmsnd
my most hearty thanks and gratitnde fer yoar
prompteess in comirg to our rellef during the
siege of Kooxville, and I am satieficd that your
approaca cerved to ralee the siege, The ewer~
geacy havio passed, [ do not deem, for the pres
s-nt, any other partion of your ecimmand bat tha
corps of General Granger necessary for aperations
in this seetior; and, jnarmuck as General Grant
h28 weakened the torcas imwedintely with him in
order to relicva us, thereby rendering portious of
Gan. Thomas’ less secure, I derm it advieable
that alithe troons vosw here; exc:pl those com-
monded by Gen, Gikifger, should returun at onca
to within rupporting dielanee of the frrces ope-
rotivg agalusy Bregp’s army. o behalt of my
command, I agaja derire Lo thaok you and yoor
commard for the Rivduess you bave done v,

A. E. BUnN:iDE, M:jor Geners),

. Leaving Grangr's ennm:md at Kaoxville,
8herm ty, with {be remainder of his forees, re-
turaed by slow marenzs 10 Chaltanooga.

I have not apckea more particwlarly of the
rosult of tha pursult of . the encmy, becauce the
morw detpiled reports sceompanying this do 1he
subject justice. Tor the sase vensons 1 have not
paricularized txe part teken by corps snd divi-
sion cnmmander:. :

To Brig Gun. W. ¥, 8ai:h, Cslef Engiveer, T
fesl under wora than ordinary oblirations for the
masterly wavuer {a which he dircharged the
duties of bis poviiion, srd deafre that his services

g fally sppreciat=d by higher anthoriiy.

be merabers of my ateif dirchargad (aithfully
their respeetive dulies, for which they heove my
warmest thanks.
THE CASUALTIES,

Our losscs iu thesa batiles were 757 killed,
4529 weeadcd, and 330 mi<sing—~totcl 5616 The
loss of the encmy in killed =nd wou.ded was
probahly less than ours, owirg 1o Lthe fact that ha
Wwas protceted Ly bis entreuchments, while our .
wmen were without cover.

At Kooxville, however, hisloas was many {imes
greater then onrs, moking his eclire loss ul the
two places rqnul 19, it not exececdine, ours. Wae
caplared 6142 pris ners, of whom 239 weie ¢rm- -
miistoned cflicers; 40 plcces of ariitlory, 69 ure
tillery wagone aad calseors, sud 7000 slund of
smalil arms, -

Tho armies of the Camberland and (ke Tennes-
see, for their enerpy and nasurpnsecd bruvery in
the three days’ battles of Chattagsocgs and the
pursult of the encmy, their pattent endurarce in
marching to the relief of Kucxville,and the Army
of the Oblo for {ts masterly defores of Kuoxvilla
and repealed repulses of Lougsireet’s ascsnils
apyn (hat place, are doserviey of the gratitude of -~
their couoplry. . ..

I havo the Lonor (o be,
Colonel. viry respectfully, -
: Your obedient rervant,
U. 8. Grany,
Mrjir Goneral United 8 aten Army.




