North Elba Oct. 19th 1861
Mr. J. M. McKim
My dear friend
I now write to you to ask your pardon, and forgiveness, for writing you such an insulting letter as
I did some two years ago or merely for my only excuse is that I was not at that time capable of
writing a decent letter to any one, and I did not want to write that one, I had at that time just
recovered from a short but severe fit of sickness and had not sense enough to [illegible] what was
[illegible] and right and, what was not, I have thought with a [illegible] of [illegible], about that
letter, a great many times, and thought that I ought to write to you about it, but have put it off,
until now. If you will [illegible] to further the letter you will surely confer a great favor to me. I
did not intentionally do anything wrong, when I did that, I wrote a great many letters about that
time, that I would now gladly recall, at that time my mind and body were completely (or nearly
so) over worked, and my [illegible] so that nothing but rest "water and doctoring" and quiet have
restored me to my [illegible] health, but I do not think it is best to try to go to [illegible] ever
now, I made a trial last spring in [illegible] to myself and others, whether it were best, or
possible, for me to do so, I gave it a try because I thought it [illegible] took then my [illegible]
ought to bear, it was written I ought to do. I do not think that I ought to knowingly [illegible]
myself, even if I am called a stubborn willful girl by not doing so by those who do not know that
that would be the effect. I [illegible] educate myself a great deal, and do a great deal of good to
myself and others, if I do not go to school, Sarah is at home, and will stay at home for the winter
at last, but will continue to [illegible] of her studies if not all of them, Ellen is well and learning
slowly to be a good girl, Bell, and little Freddie (the pretty [illegible]) are well and doing well,
we think that Freddie is the smartest and best boy that ever was, all the rest are quite well, in all
respects, Mother is getting along quite well with less [illegible], and other matters, I wish that
you and your wife would write to her once in a while (as she thinks a great deal of you both) and
I think that it would encourage her and make her feel [illegible] better [illegible] if she had
someone who would sympathize with her, to write to once in a while. Please give my best love to
all friends, and pardon me for writing so long a letter on family matters, but we live back here
where there is not much but personal and neighborhood affairs to talk or think about. We should
like to hear from you or any of your family any time that you think [illegible] to write. I am ever
your sincere and grateful friend
Annie Brown
Fremont and Freedom

