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countries and placing them outside the purview of the treaty. It is
the opinion of the Department, however, that India’s trade relations
with Iran, and Iran’s trade relations with other countries, are not
such as to warrant the inclusion within the treaty of such a provision
with respect to Iran. In this connection it may be mentioned, fur-
thermore, that, whereas Nepal and Afghanistan are land-locked coun-
tries with extensive frontiers over which pass their principal arteries
of trade, Iran is a maritime nation engaged in direct sea-borne trade
with various countries, including the United States.

It is noted also that Sir Firoz has stated that he is informing his
Government of the Department’s desire that there be incorporated in
the treaty provisions according to American nationals and corpor-
ations the same rights and privileges in the exploration and develop-
ment of mineral resources as accorded to those of other countries,
including the United Kingdom.

It would be greatly appreciated if you would kindly make known
the foregoing views of the Department either to Sir Firoz Khan Noon
or to the appropriate authorities of the Government of India.

I am [ete.] Drax AcHzsoN

[In a letter from the Indian Agency General, December 15, 1942,
it was stated that the Government of India, after most carefully con-
sidering the matter, “are disposed to feel it wiser, in view of the
changed situation in India, to defer the conclusion of the negotiations
until conditions are more settled”. (711.452/49)]

REPRESENTATIONS BY THE UNITED STATES REGARDING IMPORT
RESTRICTIONS BY INDIA AND BURMA AFFECTING AMERICAN
MISSIONARY ORGANIZATIONS; REQUEST FOR FREE ENTRY PRIV-
ILEGES FOR AMERICAN MISSIONARIES

645.116/48
The Secretary of State to the Consul General at Caloutta (Wilson)*®®

WasminGTON, March 24, 1941.

The Secretary of State encloses for the attention of the Consular
Officer in charge a copy of a letter dated March 12, 1941, together with
an enclosure thereto, from the American Baptist Foreign Mission
Society, 152 Madison Avenue, New York, New York, concerning
the desire of the Society that shipments of certain types of medical
and educational supplies made to its representatives in India and

The same instruction, mutatis mutandis, March 24, to the Consul at Rangoon.
* Not printed.
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Burma be exempted from import control restrictive measures and
prohibitions in view of the fact that they are financed entirely by
American funds.

The American Baptist Foreign Mission Society states in its letter
that, for the past twenty years, it has been shipping medical and
school supplies to its missions in India and Burma and that most of
these articles consist of contributions and gifts from affiliated re-
ligious organizations in the United States. It appears that some of
the materials, such as bandages and certain medical supplies, are pre-
pared by church women and that monetary contributions equivalent
to the value of such articles can not be obtained. It is pointed out
that these shipments are not financed by mission funds in India and
Burma and that they involve no exchange transactions for the pur-
chase of dollars.

From the information available to the Department it is understood
that shipments of the type referred to are subject to import control
meagures and that no provision exists exempting them from restric-
tions and prohibitions generally applicable to ordinary commercial
goods purchased with rupee funds. Since it is the Department’s under-
standing that the ostensible purpose of existing regulations controlling
imports is to conserve exchange, it is desired that you ascertain from
the appropriate local authorities what exemptions may be made with
respect to importations by all American missionary organizations in
India of supplies of this character which do not involve foreign ex-
change transactions, pointing out that such supplies represent the
voluntary contribution of materials for use in philanthropic enter-
prises. The list of articles submitted by the American Baptist Foreign
Mission Society as an enclosure to its letter may, of course, be regarded
as illustrative and not as a complete list of the articles which the
Mission Society desires to import.

The Department desires that you submit a report on the subject by
air mail.

A similar instruction has been sent to Rangoon.

645.116/71b
The Secretary of State to the Consul General at Caleutta (Wilson) *

‘WasmiNgToN, May 5, 1941,

Sk: The Department desires to ascertain the attitude of the Gov-
ernment of India toward granting free entry to importations of equip-
ment and supplies consigned to American missionary organizations,

“ The same instruction, mutetis mutandis, May b, to the Consul at Rangoon.
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including educational, medical, and philanthropic institutions main-
tained by them, as well as to importations of clothing, foodstuffs, and
professional equipment by the American personnel thereof.

These missionary organizations provide educational and medical
facilities which would not otherwise be available to the communities
they serve unless their entire cost were borne by governmental agencies.
As is well known, these organizations derive their support from volun-
tary contributions of materials and funds made by interested persons
in the United States. In view of these circumstances it is considered
that the use of such funds for the payment of customs duties in coun-
tries for the benefit of whose peoples they are contributed is not in
consonance with the purpose for which these funds are donated and
results in their diversion from the philanthropic enterprises they are
intended to foster. By making substantial contributions to the edu-
cation and medical care of the people of India, the American people are
rendering material assistance to the Government of India in meeting
these social problems. It doesnot appear to be inopportune, therefore,
to inquire as to the extent to which that Government may be willing to
cooperate in facilitating the conduct of this philanthropic work
through customs-duty exemptions.

It is desired that you discuss the matter with the appropriate au-
thorities in order to ascertain their reactions, stating that you are
acting upon specific instructions to do so and emphasizing the fact
that the Department attaches considerable importance to the question
involved. A report of your discussions, together with your com-
ments, should be submitted promptly to the Department.

For your information and assistance there follows a brief discussion
of the nature and extent of free-entry privileges accorded by certain
countries to missionary organizations engaged in philanthropic enter-
prises:

E gypt—The Government of Egypt grants free entry to supplies
except building materials, imported by religious, educational, an
charitable institutions, and to importations by clergymen and mis-
sionaries of clothing and provisions not exceeding a total value per
person of twenty Egyptian Pounds a year.

Iran—Under a procedure involving theoretical refunds from “Gov-
ernment Credit”, the Iranian Government in actual practice exempts
from payment of customs duties official supplies imported by Ameri-
;:Jan and British hospitals and schools within rather liberal valuation

imits.

Liberia—The Government of Liberia permits duty-free importa-
tions not exceeding a total annual value per person of $150 of goods
for the personal use and consumption o “aﬁ) ersons regularly em-

loyed as Missionaries, Professors, Tutors an&) Instructors engaged

y and giving full time service in Missionary and Philanthropic In-
stitutions within the Republic and who are actually engaged in edu-
cational and/or medical work”.
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Palestine—The Government of Palestine provides in general, with
certain minor exceptions, for free entry for supplies and equipment
imported for places of worship, schools and institutions maintained
by religious communities, hospitals, asylums, and dispensaries oper-
ated by charitable societies, as well as for importations of clothing,
furniture, and devotional objects by “persons leading the religious
life”.

Syria—Upon the basis of an exchange of notes between the Govern-
ments of the United States and of France,* the Government of Syria

rants unlimited free entry to “articles intended to be used in con-
gucting religious worship” and restricted free entry within fixed an-
nual valuation limits to importations of a wide variety of enumerated
supplies imported “by religious communities and evangelical missions
for the support of their members”, as well as by schools, colleges, hos-
pitals, dispensaries, and orphanages. Duty-free importations by edu-
cational, medical, and similar institutions are based upon annual valu-
ation allotments per pupil or inmate, colleges and universities re-
ceiving substantially larger allotments than primary and secondary
schools.

A similar instruction has been sent to Rangoon.
Very truly yours, For the Secretary of State:
A. A. Berwg, Jr.

645C.116/7
The Consul at Rangoon (Brady) to the Secretary of State

No. 446 Rawncoon, May 19, 1941.
[Received June 5.]
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Depart-
ment’s instruction of March 24, 1941,% transmitting a copy of a letter
dated March 12, 1941, and an enclosure thereto, from the American
Baptist Foreign Mission Society, concerning the desire of that So-
ciety that shipments of certain types of medical and educational sup-
plies made to its representatives in India and Burma be exempted from
import control restrictive measures and prohibitions in view of the
fact that they are financed by American funds. The Department
instructed me to ascertain from the appropriate local authorities what
exemptions might be made with respect to importations by all Ameri-
can missionary organizations in Burma of supplies of the character
stated, and it pointed out that the list of articles submitted by the
American Baptist Foreign Mission Society as an enclosure to its
letter might be regarded as illustrative and not as a complete list of
the articles the Society desired to import.

# February 18, 1937 ; see Department of State Executive Agreement Series No.
107, or 51 Stat. 279.
“ See footnote 45, p. 201.



INDIA 205

In reply I have to report that on the receipt of the Department’s
instruction I personally interviewed the Controller and the Deputy
Controller of Supplies in Burma in regard to the question of exempt-
ing from control restrictions the types of medical and educational
supplies shipped to American missions and mission schools in Burma
by missionary organizations in the United States, and financed en-
tirely by American funds, and later I confirmed the statements made
to them in a letter to the Controller of Supplies, to which I attached
a copy of the list submitted by the American Baptist Foreign Mission
Society, as illustrative of the types of materials that have been shipped
to Burma. Under date of May 5, 1941, I received a letter from the
Deputy Controller of Supplies enclosing an order which he informed
me was being issued by the Import Trade Controller, and concerning
which he said:

“It is hoped that this order will enable free supplies of medical and
educational requisites to be continued without hindrance and I am to
suggest that you will be so good as to request the American Baptist
Mission Society in Rangoon to communicate with the Import Trade
Controller on this matter.”

The order enclosed with the Deputy Controller’s letter reads as
follows:

“The American Baptist Mission Press are hereby permitted to im-
port without license until further notice the undernoted articles of
United States of America origin, provided they certify on the bill of
entry that the articles, including cost of freight, duty and shipping
charges, are being supplied as free gifts by the Baptist church in the
United States of America for free distribution to American Baptist
Missions in Burma.”

As the order refers only to the American Baptist organization
and specifies only the articles listed by it as illustrative of the types
of materials shipped to Burma, I again took up with the Deputy
Controller the question of the exemption applying to shipments made
by other American missionary organizations to their missions in
Burma, and to materials of the types mentioned which might not
be found in the list submitted, and he has assured me that the ex-
emption granted will apply to any shipments of the same character
made by other American missionary organizations having missions
in Burma, and that medical and educational supplies furnished as
free gifts for free distribution will not be arbitrarily restricted to
those included in the list in question.

The American Baptist Mission Press, which is the organization
in Burma which receives and distributes supplies shipped from the
United States by the American Baptist Foreign Mission Society,
is in possession of a copy of the order issued by the Import Trade
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Controller, and the Acting Mission Treasurer and Attorney has
been informed of the assurance given by the Deputy Controller of
Supplies with respect to supplies.

Respectfully yours, Avustin C. Brapy

645.116/73
The Consul General at Caleutta (Wilson) to the Secretary of State

No. 258 ' Cavrovutra, July 2, 1941.
[Received July 25.]

Sir: I have the honor to refer to the Department’s airmail instruc-
tion of March 24, 1941 (File No. 645C.116/1 [645.116/48]) instruct-
ing this Consulate General to request the Government of India to
relax its current import restrictions in favor of shipments of supplies
to American missionary societies and philanthropic institutions in
India.

This request has now been granted. A copy of the communication
to this effect just received from the Government of India is enclosed.

It is requested that the Department take steps to inform the appro-
priate American organizations of this change in procedure, as this
Consulate General is not in a position to determine which of the
local establishments may be eligible for the benefits accruing under
the new ruling.

Respectfully yours, T. M. WiLsoN

[Enclosure]

The Under Secretary to the Government of India (Pringle) to the
American Consul General at Caleutta (Wilson)

No. 350 (44)-(I. T. C.)/41 ; Smmra, 25 June, 1941.

Smr: With reference to your letter No. 660 dated the 7th May 1941,%°
I am directed to say that, having regard to the special circumstances
of the case, the Government of India have been pleased to sanction
the issue of special licences for such goods as may be imported by
American Missionary Societies, and philanthropic institutions, and
are free gifts from the United States of America and which, there-
fore, involve no transfer of foreign exchange. The licences will
accordingly be marked “Custom Licence: Not valid for transfer of
foreign exchange”.

% Not printed.
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2. Necessary instructions are being issued to the Import Trade Con-
trollers and the organizations in question may be instructed to apply
for the licences, when required, to the Import Trade Controller con-
cerned giving full details (e. g. description, value, etc.) of each im-
portation.

I have [ete.] R. J. PriNGLE

645C.116/10
The Consul at Rangoon (Brady) to the Secretary of State

No. 471 Rawncoon, July 15, 1941.
[Received July 30.]

Sie: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Depart-
ment’s instruction of May 5, 19415 in regard to the Department’s
desire to ascertain the attitude of the Government of Burma toward
granting free entry to importations of equipment and supplies to
- American missionary organizations, including educational, medical,
and philanthropic institutions maintained by them, as well as to
importations of clothing, foodstuffs, and professional equipment by
the American personnel thereof.

In reply I have to report that, in compliance with the Depart-
ment’s instruction, I have discussed this matter with the appropriate
authorities of the Government of Burma in order to ascertain their
reactions. These have included the Financial Commissioner of
Burma, who is an adviser to the Ministry in matters affecting Gov-
ernment finances and revenue; with the Minister of Commerce and
Industry, whose department includes customs administration; with
the Minister of Lands and Revenue, who was formerly in charge of
customs administration ; and with the Governor of Burma. It is my
opinion, as a result of these discussions, that there is a possibility of
some concessions being granted, but only a possibility. I have to
explain, however, that the matter would have to be placed before
the Government of Burma in a formal manner, for examination and
consideration, before there could be anything of a definite nature, and
I should like to have the Department’s authorization to do this, by
cable if there is no objection.®? I feel that nothing would be lost by
carrying the matter to a decision, and something might be gained.

[Here follows discussion of attitude of several Burmese officials.]

Respectfully yours, Avstin C. Bravy

™ See footnote 47, p. 202.

ﬂl“ No further correspondence on this-subject has been found in Department
es.



208 FOREIGN RELATIONS, 1941, VOLUME III

645.116/93
The Commissioner in India (Wilson) to the Secretary of State

No. 17 New Deruri, November 28, 1941,
[Received February 10,1942.]

Sir: I have the honor to refer to the Department’s instruction of
May 5th, 1941, by which I was directed to ascertain the attitude of
the Government of India toward granting free entry to importations
of equipment and supplies consigned to American missionary organ-
izations including educational, medical, and philanthropic institutions
maintained by them, as well as to importations of clothing, foodstuffs
and professional equipment by the American personnel thereof.

The delay in replying to the Department’s instruction, which was
of course received by me in Calcutta before my change of status °® and
departure for New Delhi, has been occasioned by 1) the desirability
of discussions with the appropriate authorities rather than by taking
the question up at once in official correspondence, and 2) the fact
that as Government was in Simla it became advisable to await their
return to New Delhi without going to the expense of making a special
trip to Simla for this purpose.

I have now discussed this question with the appropriate officials
in two interested departments namely : External Affairs Department
and the Finance Department (Central Board of Revenue) with defi-
nitely negative results. The attitude displayed by the official in the
Department of External Affairs although appreciative of much good
that was accomplished by medical missionaries and certain others of
purely philanthropic purposes, was distinctly unsympathetic to the
question from a general point of view; to allow the concessions sug-
gested would also not be in line, according to this official, with the
- tariff policy towards organizations of the same category which are
situated in Great Britain and elsewhere in the Empire.

My talks with the member of the Central Board of Revenue did
not disclose any attitude unsympathetic to missionary organizations
as such, but definitely confirmed what the first official had told me
was the tariff policy of Government with added emphasis that “Gov-
ernment cannot possibly cater to charity as such. To do so would
tend to destroy the integrity of the Tariff.” He went on to tell me
of the stand Government was taking in refusing a request of this
character from those concerned with the importations from England
of red poppies which are sold on “Poppy Day.” No exemption from
tariff duty is accorded these importations in spite of strong pressure

53, e, from Consul General at Calcutta to Commigsioner at New Delhi; see
pp. 170 ff.



INDIA 209

upon Government to bring this about, and all countries are, according
to him, treated alike in this matter with discrimination shown toward
none,

This Central Board of Revenue Official called my attention to the
fact that professional persons (medical missionaries, educationalists
and the like) are allowed to bring in free of duty their instruments,
books and tools of their profession. Further than this he was very
certain Government would not be willing to go.

I do not feel that any request for reconsideration of the Govern-
ment’s policy would be productive of results at this time .

Respectfully yours, T. M. WiLson

REPRESENTATIONS TO THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT REGARDING
GENERAL BAN ON ADMISSION OF AMERICAN LUTHERAN MIS-
SIONARIES INTO INDIA

345.1163/84

Memorandum of Oonversation, by the Assistant Secretary of State
(Berle)

[WasmiNaTON,] September 16, 1941.

Sir Ronald Campbell  came in today, at his request.

I took occasion to mention the protest which had been made to this
Department by representatives of the Lutheran Church against the
ruling of the British Foreign Office denying entrance to Lutheran
missionaries to India. :

I pointed out that the Lutheran Church in America is not a branch
of the German state church of the same name. On the contrary, some
seventy-five years ago they had broken away. Further, the church
was composed of some five million people of varied extraction, many
of them Scandinavian in origin—Norwegians, Swedes, Danes, and so
forth. T noted that in this particular matter they had enlisted the
interest of one of their foremost members, Mr. William S. Knudsen.™

I said it seemed wholly unnecessary to antagonize as large a group
of Americans as this, particularly in view of the fact that the Lutheran
Church had supported the American defense effort up to the hilt; that
it had many distinguished army officers and government servants in
its ranks; and that blanket rulings of this kind would, I thought, if
publicly known, create a painful impression. I said of course that
there was no intent to defend the activities of any individuals who
might have been objectionable or embarrassing, but that the ruling
was distinctly placed not on these grounds but on a general objection

% British Chargé.
* Director General of the Office of Production Management.
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to the Lutheran Church. T hoped, accordingly, that Sir Ronald could
take the matter up with his Government and get the ruling reversed.
Sir Ronald made note of the fact and said he would endeavor to do

something about it.
Aporr A. BereE, Jr.

3465.1163/78 : Telegram
The Secretary of State to the Consul General at Caoleutta (Wilson)

W asHINGTON, September 16, 1941—10 p. m.

The Board of Foreign Missions of the United Lutheran Church in
America states that the British Passport Control Office in New York
has refused visas for India to two of the Board’s missionaries, Leila
R. Van Deusen and Esther Eleanor Bacon on grounds that visas are
being denied to all Lutherans. :

Miss Van Deusen and Miss Bacon are native-born American citizens
and according to information furnished to the Department both
parents of each were born in the United States. Miss Van Deusen
has previously served with the United Lutheran Mission at Kodai-
kanal, South India. :

The Board states that the United Lutheran Church in America
was founded in the United States in 1820 and has conducted mission-
ary work in India for 99 years; that all the Board’s missionaries are
instructed to refrain from political discussions and that neither the
Church, Board, or its missions receive any financial aid from
Germany. '

Please bring the foregoing information to the attention of the
appropriate authorities and report their decision to the Department
by telegraph. You may add that representations have been made by
the Department to the British Embassy who are taking up the matter
at London.

Huow

845.1163/91

Memorandum by the Chief of the Division of European Affairs
(Atherton) to the Secretary of State

[WasHiNgTON,] October 28, 1941.

Tae Secrerary: I asked Sir Ronald Campbell to call today and
referred to the protest which had been made by this Department
against the denial of entrance visas to Lutheran missionaries for India.
I referred to Mr. Berle’s conversation on September 16 and continued
to point out that this could not be considered but a reflection on a



INDIA CE 211

group of loyal Americans belonging to the Lutheran Church which
for over 75 years had had no affiliation with the German State church
of this name.

Sir Ronald informed me that the ruling had been made by the India
Office and had nothing to do with the British Foreign Office; how-
ever, the India Office had the matter under advisement and had in-
formed the British Foreign Office that they were no longer refusing
visas for Lutheran missionaries to India, but that visas were being
“held in suspense” pending final deliberations. Sir Ronald under-
took immediately to send a further message to London and likewise
trusted Ambassador Winant might be requested to take the matter
up with the British Foreign Office. A telegram to London in this
sense is being prepared.

Ray AraERTON

345.1163/86b : Telegram
The Secretary of State to the Commissioner in India (Wilson)

WasHINGTON, October 28, 1941—3 p. m.

4. With reference to the Department’s September 16, 10 p. m.,
and October 16, 8 p. m.,* to Calcutta, please report by telegraph
immediately on action taken with respect to alleged refusal of Govern-
ment of India to grant visas to Lutheran missionaries.

‘ Huww

345.1163/88¢ : Telegram

The Secretary of State to the Ambassador in the United Kingdom
(Winant)

WasatveroN, October 29, 1941—7 p. m.

4815. The British Passport Control Officer in New York has in-
formed the Board of Foreign Missions of the Lutheran Church of
America that he has received instructions that Lutheran missionaries
are not to be admitted to India and on the basis of these instructions
he has refused to grant visas to the Board’s missionaries desiring to
proceed to India., This ruling is severely handicapping the Board’s
work in India.

On September 16 in a telegram to the Consulate General to Calcutta
and in a conversation with the British Chargé d’Affaires in Wash-
ington it was pointed out that the Lutheran Church in America is not
a branch of the German Lutheran Church and that neither the Church,
Board, or its Missions receive any financial aid from Germany. The

* Latter not printed.
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Consulate General, and subsequently the Commissioner at New Delhi,
were instructed to take the matter up with the Government of India
and the British Chargé d’Affaires stated that he would take the matter
up with his Government in London. However, the Department has
received no indication that the ruling has been changed.

Please inquire of the British authorities as to the present status of
the case. If no decision has been reached, please take appropriate
steps to obtain permission for American Lutheran missionaries to
enter India in order to carry on the work of the Board which has
been conducted in India for 99 years.

Please report developments in the matter to the Department
promptly by telegraph and continue to keep me advised. Time is
important.

Huoww

345.1163/96
Memorandum of Conversation, by the Secretary of State

[WasmINGTON,] October 29, 1941,

The British Ambassador * called at his request. I called attention
to the discriminatory attitude taken either by the Indian Office or the
Government of India against American citizens who are Lutherans
in the matter of the refusal of passport visas to India. Imost earnestly
urged that this policy of thus excluding missionaries of one of our
important churches was impossible to explain here. I presented a
number of facts and arguments in opposition to this sort of discrimina-
tion against an outstanding church composed of such fine people. The
Ambassador said he would give the matter attention. I stated that
Sir Ronald Campbell on last evening had promised to telegraph his
Foreign Office about the matter and my later information is that he -
had done so.

C[orprrr] H[ury]

845.,111/240
The British Ambassador (Halifaz) to the Secretary of State

Wasmmneron, October 30, 1941.

Dear Mr. Hows: You spoke to me yesterday about the question of
the grant of visas for India for members of the American Lutheran
Missionary Societies. I am glad to inform you that on my return to
the Embassy I found a telegram from Mr. Eden % asking me to let

7 Viscount Halifax.
% Anthony Eden, British Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs,
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you know that, after further consideration and consultation with the
Government of India, it has been decided to withdraw the general ban
on the admission of members of the American Lutheran Missionary
Societies into India. The Government of India will proceed forth-
with to reconsider the applications of individual missionaries to whom
visas have recently been refused, and hope very shortly to make known
their decision in each case.

The Government of India for their part have requested that mis-
sionaries selected for work in India will bear in mind that war condi-
tions make the situation there delicate, and will therefore be very
careful to avoid any speech or action that might be used by unfriendly
elements to embarrass the Government of India. I should be most
grateful if you could give the Societies an indication of the Govern-
ment of India’s feeling in this matter.

Yours sincerely, Harirax

345.1163/82 .
T'he Secretary of State to the British Ambassador (Halif ax)

WasHING6TON, November 1, 1941,

My Dear Mr. Ameassapor: I have received your communication
of October 30, 1941, stating that it has been decided to withdraw the
general ban on the admission of members of American Lutheran mis-
sionary societies into India and that the Government of India will
proceed forthwith to reconsider the applications of individual mis-
sionaries to whom visas have recently been refused. I am very grate-
ful to you for the interest you have taken in the matter and appreciate
being informed of the action which has been taken.

In accordance with your request, the interested Lutheran missionary
societies in the United States have been informed of the desire of
the Government of India that missionaries in India bear in mind that
war conditions make the situation there delicate and that they avoid
any speech or action that might be used by unfriendly elements to
embarrass the Government of India.

Sincerely yours, CorpELL Hoir

345.1163/93 : Telegram

The Ambassador in the United Kingdom (Winant) to the Secretary
of State

Lonpoxn, November 4, 1941—1 p. m.
[Received November 4—9 a. m.]

5231. Your 4815, October 29, 7 p. m. With reference to the admis-
sion to India of Lutheran missionaries an informal note has been re-
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ceived from the Foreign Office dated yesterday stating that the ban
recently imposed by the Government of India was due to the appear-
ance in a publication issued in Philadelphia by the United Lutheran
publication house of material constituting anti-British propaganda.®
The publication had been sent to the United Lutheran Church Mission
in India and the Government of India felt that this confirmed sus-
picions they had already felt regarding the attitude of certain Lu-
theran missionary bodies in America. In consequence, however, of ex-
planations received from His Majesty’s Embassy at Washington, from
which it would seem that the bulk of the Lutheran Church in the
United States has no connection with the State Lutheran Church in
Germany, the Government of India have now agreed to withdraw the
general ban on the admission of members of American Lutheran Mis-
sionary Societies into India on the understanding that no grounds will
be given for suspicion that the Societies are encouraging any anti-
British propaganda in connection with their activities in India. The
Government of India will proceed forthwith to reconsider the appli-
cations of the individual missionaries to whom visas have recently
been refused and it is hoped very soon to make known their decision
in each case.

WiNaNT

® According to information furnished subsequently by the Ambassador in the
United Kingdom and the Commissioner in India, the offending article was one
which appeared in the October 24, 1940, issue of the Lutherischer Herald, entitled
“England’s Wars.”



