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alleviating the Indian food crisis. Efforts were made to secure from
the all too inadequate rice stocks in this hemisphere an allocation of
rice for India and the possibility of utilizing American shipping space
was explored in the event that the shipment of any grain from this
country to India was found to be practical or possible. Appropriate
officials of the Government have invited suggestions from the British
Indian authorities in the United States with regard to means by which
this Government could be of help and had any means been perceived
iis practicable, suggestions Woul(}) presumably have been made by the
atter.

4) The United States Government has been prepared and remains
prepared, both on humanitarian grounds and on the basis of its inter-
est 1n India as one of the United Nations, to render any assistance in
the matter which the exigencies of the war render possible.

This matter has been discussed with OWI and it is understood that
that organization is advising Block # of its concurrence.

Should dissemination of the above-mentioned facts be displeasing
to the Government of India authorities, it may be made known to
them that it is felt that the relations of the Government of India with
Reuters are believed to be sufficiently friendly to have enabled the
Government of India to prevent that news agency from publicizing
items which have reflected unfavorably and unjustifiably on this
Government’s position with regard to the famine.

Huowr

845.5018/49 : Telegram
The Secretary of State to the Officer in Charge at New Delhi (Merrell)

‘WasmrneTon, October 9, 1943—9 p. m.

539. There are transmitted herewith for the strictly confidential
information of the Mission certain additional facts which may be of
interest to the Mission regarding the inability of this Government
to be of material assistance in connection with the prevailing Indian
famine (Reference Department’s 538 of October 9) :

In the programming of food supplies by the Combined Food Board
in Washington, the responsibility in reference to Indian food require-
ments has, at the insistence of representatives of the United Kingdom,
been left to that government. The British member of the Combined
Food Board and British representatives on the commodity committees
of the Board have depended on London for information on Indian
requirements. Generally speaking, they have not appeared to be
concerned regarding statements as to Indian needs presented through
other channels. For example, the Combined Food Board Committee
on Rice received urgent advice, through State Department channels,
of a serious shortage in some districts of India. The British member

* Ralph Block, senior representative of the Office of War Information in India.
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of the committee asked to have this advice checked in London, and
later reported that there appeared to be a speculative movement of
rice into stocks and that the Government of India was coping with
the situation. Again, a representative of the Government of India
in the United States on several occasions asked to appear before the
Committee on Fats and Qils, but the British member of the committee
objected to the committee receiving information on the Indian situa-
tion through that channel.

Hurw

845.5018/59 : Telegram
The Officer in Charge at New Delhi (Merrell) to the Secretary of State

New Derat, October 11, 1943—7 p. m.

[Received October 11—3: 46 p. m.]

743. Reference Department’s 538, October 9, 8 p. m. Release of

statement deferred pending Department’s reply to Mission’s 727 Oc-

tober 8 unless Department instructs otherwise. External Affairs

informs Mission their request made at instance His Majesty’s Gov-

ernment after Food Department had requested His Majesty’s Govern-
ment to approach Government United States.

MEzrRELL

845.5018/59 : Telegram
The Secretary of State to the Officer in Charge at New Delhi (Merrell)

WasuiNeroN, October 13, 1943—7 p. m.

553. While the Mission may follow in so far as it considers desirable
the phraseology of the Department’s 538 of October 11 [9] in pub-
licizing the facts mentioned therein (reference Mission’s 743 of Oc-
tober 11), the Department intended the material in question as back-
ground upon which statements or press items could be built.

It has appeared to the Department that the result, perhaps unin-
tended, of some of the British publicity in India is to shift the blame
for the famine, in so far as the public mind is concerned, to alleged
indifference on the part of this Government. The material supplied
the Mission has been intended for use in correcting any impression
that measures designed to prevent or relieve the famine properly
rested with this Government or were practical for execution by this
Government. The Mission will of course use its discretion in the
methods to be adopted.

Hurw
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845.5018/49 : Telegram
The Secretary of State to the Officer in Charge at New Delhi (Merrell)

WasmiNgToN, October 13, 1943—8 p. m.

554. The Department understood from the Mission’s 679, Septem-
ber 25, that reply to Mayor of Calcutta by Consulate General was
being widely criticized in India because of its negative tone and that
the impression conveyed by Reuters press items was encouraging this
criticism. (Reference Mission’s 727, October 8). It is felt that an
inconsistency exists when that reply has been used as a basis for public
criticism of the United States attitude as negative and indifferent,
and when the Government of India privately describes it as a basis
for deep appreciation. While it is realized that the Government of
India will disavow responsibility for Reuters items, it is thought that
in view of the friendly relations existing between Reuters and the
Government of India this inconsistency might be discussed informally
with the latter.

This Government is much concerned at the food shortage and is
prepared to render any assistance which may be practicable or which
exigencies of the war make possible. The Department’s 538 of Octo-
ber 9 indicates, however, why the shipment of foodstuffs from this
country to India is not, generally speaking, practicable. Further-
more, as also pointed out in that telegram, shipping between United
States and India is now under British control and it therefore rests
with the British to determine to what extent available space may be
utilized for the transportation of any foodstuffs which might be sent
from this country. You may also make known to the Government of
India the position of the British representatives of the committees
operating under the Combined Food Board (Department’s 539 of
October 9) with regard to action by that Board.

In view of these considerations and in view of the fact that the
utilization of ships on the Australia~India run and the utilization of
new British ships as suggested in the Mission’s telegram under
acknowledgment would appear also to rest within the discretion of
the British authorities, the Department is unable to perceive any
basis for the Government of India’s belief that conversations between
representatives of this Government and representatives in Washington
of the British Ministries of War Transport and Food might use-
fully be initiated by United States officials. If, however, the British
authorities feel that this Government can be helpful in any manner,
the Department will welcome suggestions from them. The Depart-
ment will of course also welcome any specific suggestions with regard
to possible assistance by this Government which the Government of
India authorities in New Delhi or in Washington may be able to make,

The Government of India may be informed in the premises.

HuwL
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE UNITED
KINGDOM FOR INDIA REGARDING JURISDICTION OVER MARITIME
PRIZES BROUGHT INTO INDIAN PORTS

[For text of agreement effected by exchange of notes signed at
London June 10 and September 24, 1943, and for President Roosevelt’s
proclamation of November 28, 1943, regarding this agreement, see
Department of State Executive Agreement Series No. 489, or 59 Stat.
(pt. 2) 1709.]

REPRESENTATIONS BY THE INDIAN AGENT GENERAL CONCERNING
ENACTMENT BY THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA OF AMENDMENTS TO
ITS ALIEN LAND LAW

811.5245/52

Memorandum of Conversation, by the Chief of the Division of Near
Eastern Affairs (Alling)

[WasmiNGTON,] April 10, 1943.

Mr. Creagh Coen ® said that several Indian nationals residing in
California had brought to the attention of the Agency General legis-
lation which had passed the Lower House of the California Legis-
lature and was now before a committee of the Upper House. Mr.
Creagh Coen recalled that some years ago the California Legislature
enacted legislation prohibiting aliens ineligible to citizenship from
holding and working land in California. Apparently some Indian
nationals had been able to evade the intent of this legislation by hav-
ing property registered in the names of their wives, most of them
women of Mexican origin who were eligible to citizenship. The
act now before the California Legislature would prohibit aliens in-
eligible for citizenship from benefiting or profiting from land held
in the names of spouses who are eligible for citizenship. I asked Mr.
Creagh Coen if he could furnish us with copies of the original act
and the legislation now proposed. He said that he was seeking such
copies and would send them to us next week.

Meanwhile, he said, he had checked with the Chinese Embassy,
which had had no similar complaints from its nationals in California.
However, the Chinese Embassy had informed Mr. Creagh Coen that
within the past few weeks, when the State of Arkansas proposed to
enact legislation discriminatory to aliens ineligible to citizenship, the
Department had successfully intervened in preventing the enactment
of such legislation.

I told Mr. Creagh Coen that as soon as we receive the copies of the
papers which he was to send we should be glad to look into the matter
to see what if anything could be done.

8 Of the Indian Agency General,
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811.5245/57

Memorandum of Conversation, by the Chief of the Division of Near
Eastern Affairs (Alling)

[Wasningron,] April 14, 1943.

While calling on another matter today, the Indian Agent General
referred to the question of legislation now before the California State
Legislature involving what Indian nationals there consider discrimi-
natory treatment. This matter had been taken up with me a few
days ago by Mr. Creagh Coen of the Indian Agency General.

I told the Agent General that I did not know what could be done—
that the subject obviously was a very delicate one. I added that it
might be possible for us to take the question up informally, which I
thought would be a better approach than any formal communication
to the California authorities. The Agent General said he thought
it was much better to handle the question informally and, in that
connection, he said that if we thought it would be helpful he was
perfectly prepared to go to California himself and discuss the question
with the Governor. He said he would do this in a most informal
and off-the-record way. He believed that he could convince the
California authorities by such discussions that the proposed legisla-
tion was most undesirable.

I told the Agent General that I should be glad to pass this sugges-
tion along to see what other Officers in the Department thought of it.

811.5245/41

The Indian Agent General (Bajpai) to the Assistant Secretary of
State (Berle)

F.104/43 WasaiNgToN, April 24, 1943.

Drar Mr. BerrE: As arranged yesterday in the course of our con-
versation,® I am sending you an aide-mémoire * on the subject of the
Bill introduced in the Senate of California, of which certain provi-
sions are likely to affect Indians in that State adversely. I under-
stand that the Bill has already passed the Senate and is now under
consideration by the Judiciary Committee of the Lower House. The
matter is, therefore, of some urgency and I should be grateful if it
could receive your early and sympathetic attention.

Yours sincerely, G. S. Baspar

‘: Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai.
:oN o record of conversation found in Department files.
Enclosure printed below.
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[Enclosure]

The Indian Agency General to the Department of State

F. 104/43 MeMORANDUM

According to Sections 1 and 2 of the Alien Land Law of the State
of California, adopted in November 1920 #* (see appendix I), aliens
not eligible for citizenship may not acquire, possess, enjoy and transfer
real property or any interest therein in the State. The Senate of
California has recently adopted an amending Bill, Section 1la
whereof reads as follows:

“Whenever leases, cropping agreements, or any other agreements
to acquire, possess, enjoy, use, cultivate, occupy and transfer real
property for farming or agricultural purposes or to transfer in whole
or in part the beneficial use of said lands are made in the name of
the wife or child of any alien mentioned in Section 2 of this act, or
made in the name of any other person, and when any such alien men-
tioned in Section 2 of this act is then or thereafter allowed to remain
or go upon the land, farm and cultivate same and enjoy directly or
indirectly the beneficial use of such said agricultural lands or obtains
or has a beneficial interest in or use of the proceeds received from
the sale of the agricultural crops produced on said lands, then any
person signing or entering into any such agreement with knowledge
that any such alien shall be allowed or permitted to farm and cultivate
such land and enjoy directly or indirectly the beneficial use of such
agricultural lands or have a beneficial interest in or use of the proceeds
received from the sale of the agricultural crops produced on said
lands or any person who allows or permits any such alien to farm
and cultivate such lands and enjoy directly or indirectly the beneficial
use of such agricultural lands or obtain or have a beneficial interest
in or use of the proceeds received from the sale of agricultural crops
produced on said lands shall be guilty of violation of the terms and
provisions of this act, and upon conviction thereof shall be punished
in the manner provided in Sections 10 and 10a hereof, and the Attor-
ney General or the district attorney of the proper county shall have
the power to institute injunction proceedings in the name of the
people of the State of California against any and all such persons for
the purpose of enjoining and restraining them from carrying on
farming operations on any agricultural lands in the State of Cali-
fornia, under the terms and provisions of any such said agreements,
contracts, or leases, as hereinbefore provided.”

The amending Bill is now before the Judiciary Committee of the
Lower House of the State. It has been represented that, as Indians
are not eligible for citizenship, the amendment, if allowed to become
law, would prevent them from cultivating land held in the name of a
wife or child or some other person eligible for citizenship. Precise
statistics of the number of persons likely to be affected or the area of
land held by Indians by eligible proxy are not available. According

* For correspondence regarding the passage of the California Land Law of
1920, see Foreign Relations, 1920, vol, i1, pp. 1 ff.
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to such information as is available, however, the number of British
Indian subjects who might be hit by the proposed amendment is
between 80 and 100 while the area held by these persons through proxy
is stated to be about 11,000 acres held under lease and 4,500 acres held
in ownership. Details of the territorial distribution of this area are:

Leased Owned
Imperial Valley 10,000 Acres 2,000 Acres
(Los Angeles Con-
sular District)
Fresno (Central 500 Acres 1,200-1,300 Acres
California)
Stockton (Northern v 400 Acres
California)
Marysville (Northern 300-400 Acres 800 Acres
California)

9, It is presumed that the amendment is primarily aimed against
Japanese nationals. Indians, however, like the Chinese, who would
also appear to be affected, stand in a different category from the Japa-
nese. They are nationals of a country which is at war with Japan
and allied, in a strenuous endeavour, with the forces of the United
States of America in the endeavour to defeat Japan. It is submitted
that this consideration is sufficiently important by itself to justify a
request for the exclusion of Indian nationals from the scope of the
proposed law. Were economic reasons needed to support this request,
it would be legitimate to point out that the number of Indians involved
is both small and likely to diminish. Their ownership or occupation
of land, as at present, and its continued cultivation could not, there-
fore, be in any way in conflict with the interests of the rest of the
community.

3. Opinion in India is especially sensitive on the subject of the rights
and privileges of Indian nationals resident overseas. The enactment
of a law of the kind in question would come as a severe shock to all
sections of the Indian public. It is earnestly hoped, therefore, that
action to avert the inclusion of Indians in California in the scope of
this law will be found feasible.

G. S. Bagpar

[WasnINGTON,]| April 24, 1943,

[Subenclosure]

Arpexpix I
Alien Land Law.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:
Section 1. All aliens eligible to citizenship under the laws of the
United States may acquire, possess, enjoy, transmit and inherit real
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property, or any interest therein, in this state, in the same manner
and to the same extent as citizens of the United States, except as
otherwise provided by the laws of this state.

Section 2. All aliens other than those mentioned in section one of
this act may acquire, possess, enjoy and transfer real property, or
any interest therein, in this state, in the manner and to the extent
and for the purpose preseribed by any treaty now existing between
the government of the United States and the nation or country of
which such alien is a citizen or subject, and not otherwise.

811.5245/39a: Telegram

The Secretary of State to the Governor of California (Warren)

WasHINGTON, April 28, 1943.

The Indian Agent General, official representative in the United
States of the Government of India, has brought to my attention a
bill which is understood now to be before the California Legislature
which would apparently prevent any alien ineligible for citizenship
from cultivating land held in the name of his wife or children. The
Indian Agent General has expressed apprehension that the contem-
plated legislation would cause considerable hardship to British In-
dians residing in California and would have the doubly unfortunate
effect of arousing at this time a feeling in India that the United
States is unconcerned with the practical application of the high prin-
ciples expounded in the Atlantic Charter * and other official declara-
tions on the subject of equality of opportunity.

The Department of State is reluctant to bring into question any
measure under legislative consideration by California or any other
State but feels that in this instance and at this time the proposed
legislation would, if enacted, have serious repercussions, not alone in
India but in other United Nations, on our unity of aims and purposes.
Assurance of full and unreserved collaboration by all the United Na-
tions in the prosecution of the war will in large measure depend, as
vou will readily understand, upon a firm confidence in the integrity
of the United States and steady faith in the broad humanitarian
principles which have been expounded by this Government. Any
deviation therefrom will be seized upon for propaganda purposes by
the enemy, who may be expected to magnify out of all proportion
to its true significance any act founded on racial discrimination and
to capitalize the issue to our grave detriment, particularly in the
countries of the Orient.

* Joint statement by President Roosevelt and British Prime Minister Churechill,
August 14, 1941, Poreign Relations, 1941, vol. 1, p. 367.
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In the circumstances, may I ask you to use your good offices in
cautioning the sponsors of the present measure of the probable seri-
ous consequences to our large national interests of the enactment of
the proposed legislation and to urge them to weigh carefully these
considerations before pressing the matter further. It occurs to me
that one possible solution of the question would be to insert in the
bill a provision making the legislation inapplicable to nationals of
members of the United Nations. Such a provision would make the
measure inapplicable to British Indians and Chinese, among others.

I should be most appreciative if you would give me the benefit of
your advice in this important matter.®? '

CorprLL HuLn

§11.5245/39a : Telegram
The Secretary of State to the Governor of California (Warren)

WasHINGTON, June 4, 1943.

I refer to my telegram of April 28 regarding a bill which was then
understood to be before the California Legislature regarding the cul-
tivation of land by aliens ineligible to citizenship and about the pos-
sible effect of which on British Indians residing in California the
Agent General for India had expressed apprehension. You kindly
telegraphed me on the same date that the subject would receive your
careful attention.

Ag issues of national concern are involved I should greatly appre-
ciate such information regarding developments in connection with
the proposed legislation as you may be able to send me at this time.

CorpErr Hur

811.5245/53 : Telegram
The Governor of California (Warren) to the Secretary of State

SacrameNTO, June 5, 1943,

[Received June 6—11:25 a. m.]

Reference your telegram of June 4, regarding amendments to Cali-
fornia Alien Land Law. As originally introduced, this bill may have
been susceptible to the inferences of those who object to its approval,
but as amended it does not in any way change the definition of an
alien whose ownership of California land is prohibited by the existing
California statute, nor does it place any greater restrictions on aliens
than are contained in the present law. All the bill attempts to do is
to improve the enforcement procedure in order to eliminate abuses

®In a telegram of April 28, Governor Warren acknowledged receipt of the
Secretary’s telegram and stated that the “matter to which you refer will receive
my careful consideration.” (811.5245/39a)

489-069—64——21
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and evasions which were so prevalent among the Japanese residents
of California prior to Pearl Harbor. I assure you that everything
prohibited by these proposed amendments is now prohibited by the
existing statute.

We have had no difficulties either before or after Pearl Harbor
with nationals of any of our Allies. On the other hand, the Japanese
made use of the loose language of the present statute to acquire control
of property surrounding airports, aircraft factories, bombing bases,
lighthouses, vital necessary public utility installations, port facilities,
and even entrances to military cantonments. It is to prevent any
repetition of such conditions, particularly if Japanese are to be per-
mitted to return to California during period of war, that military
and law enforcement officers and defense officials urge approval of
this pending legislation, as essential to the safety of our State, which
has been designated as a combat zone.

My letter follows.

Eary WARREN

811.5245/43
The Governor of California (Warren) to the Secretary of State

SacraMENTO, June 4, 1943.
[Received June 9.]

Dear Mr. Secrerary: I am enclosing a confirming copy of the
telegram I have today sent you® in reply to your wire of June 4,
1943, regarding the bill which was passed at the recently adjourned
session of the California Legislature amending the Alien Land Law
of this State.

The bill is Senate Bill No. 140. Since receiving your telegram of
April 28, 1943, regarding the same subject matter, I have given the
legislation my personal attention and consideration. The bill passed
the Senate of the California Legislature on March 23, 1943; on April
19, 1943 it passed the Assembly ; and on April 23, 1943 it was delivered
to me for my consideration. The bill makes several amendments to
the Alien Land Law of California which—as you know—has been
on the statute books of this State since 1920. As I stated in my tele-
gram of even date, the measure does not enlarge the class of ineligible
aliens subject to the provisions of the existing law; it merely attempts
to improve the enforcement procedure, in order to eliminate abuses
and evasions which were widespread among Japanese residents of
California prior to the outbreak of war with that nation.

Immediately after Pearl Harbor a survey was made of the owner-
ship of real property in this State by Japanese, and we were shocked

™ Infra.
* Dated June 5, supra.
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to find that, through evasions of the Alien Land Laws, the Japanese
in many communities had placed themselves in positions where they
could have destroyed essential public utilities, war industries, and—
in many instances—military installations and means of communica-
tion. It is my belief that it was these findings more than any other
factor which impelled the military authorities to evacuate all Japanese
from California.

These ownerships of land by Japanese nationals were acquired, not
in open and flagrant defiance of the Alien Land Law, but through
connivance and subterfuges made possible by the weaknesses of the
language in the existing statute. As stated in my telegram of this
date, it is to remedy these conditions and to prevent their recurrence—
particularly in view of the possibility of a return of the Japanese to
California during the period of the war—that the amendments pro-
posed by this bill are necessary at the present time. I desire to
assure you that there has been no thought or intention on the part
of the sponsors of the legislation that it should have the effect of
casting any additional burden upon the nationals of any of the United
Nations, or that it should be used to cast any such burden upon them.

For your information, copies of the existing law and of the bill
passed by the Legislature are enclosed.®

Should you desire any further information on the subject, I shall
be glad to furnish it to you.

Very truly yours, Eart WaRgeN

811.5245/43 : Telegram
The Secretary of State to the Governor of California (Warren)

WasHINGTON, June 19, 1943,

I desire to thank you for your letter of June 4 and your telegram of
June 5, 1943, in which you set forth the purport and intention of
Senate Bill No. 140. While I fully appreciate the circumstances oc-
casioning passage of this Bill by the California Legislature, I should
like again to emphasize that there is reason to believe that as British
Indians and Chinese will be adversely affected, repercussions inimical
to the interests of the United Nations may be expected through the
exploitation of what will in the Orient be deemed racial discrim-
ination contrary to the professed ideals of this Government. I should
therefore greatly appreciate further consideration on your part of the
possibility and desirability of having included in the Bill a phrase
exempting from its provisions the nationals of members of the United
Nations. As nationals of our Allies would be relieved thereby of
any additional hardship there would be greatly diminished such op-

* Not reprinted.
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portunity as would otherwise exist for unfavorable propaganda on
the part of those unfriendly to or suspicious of the aims of the United
Nations.

CorperL HuLL

811.5245/43 : Telegram
The Secretary of State to the Governor of California (Warren)

WasminNgToN, July 7, 1943,

I refer to my telegram of June 19 regarding certain aspects of
Senate Bill No. 140. The Department of State has now received a
communication on the subject from an East Indian association in
California.’” In order that this communication may be answered
appropriately, and that a reply may be made to the Agent General
for India in connection with the representations originally made by
him on the subject, I should greatly appreciate such further advice
from you as may be pertinent at this time. If there have been no
- further developments, may the substance of your earlier communi-
cations on the subject be transmitted to the interested parties?

CorperLr, Hurn

811.5245/46
The Governor of California (Warren) to the Secretary of State

SacraMENTO, July 8, 1943,
[Received July 15.]

My Dear MRr. SEcrETARY : Your wire of June 19, in response to my
letter of June 4 concerning Senate Bill 140, was received after my
departure for the Fast to attend the Governors’ Conference. I have
just returned and this is my first opportunity to answer your wire
personally.

I appreciate the importance of legislative action by the several
states being consistent with the interests of our Allies of the United
Nations, and we in California would not intentionally take any action,
which fairly construed, might be considered to adversely affect those
interests. Certainly there was no such intention on the part of our
Legislature in the enactment of Senate Bill 140. On the contrary,
it was designed to strengthen the procedural sections of the Alien
Land Law in order to prevent abuses and evasions, which were so
prevalent among Japanese residents of California prior to Pearl
Harbor. The substantive rights of the Chinese and British Indians
are not affected by the amendment, as everything prohibited by the
new statute was prohibited under the law prior to amendment.

The statute still provides, as it did before, that,

°" Not found in Department files.
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“All aliens other than those mentioned in section one of this act
may acquire, possess, enjoy, use, cultivate, occupy and transfer real
property, or any interest therein, in this State, and have in whole or
in part the beneficial use thereof, in the manner and to the extent, and
for the purposes prescribed by any treaty now existing between the
government of the United States and the nation or country of which
such alien is a citizen or subject, and not otherwise.”

The land that the nationals of the countries in question are entitled
to hold, therefore, depends in the last analysis upon the treaty between
this country and the country of which the aliens are nationals.

Before receiving your wire, I had signed Senate Bill 140 and it is
now Chapter 1059 of the Statutes of 1943.

Assuring you of our desire to cooperate with the State Department
in every possible way, and with best wishes, I am

' Sincerely, EarL Warren

811.5245/46
The Secretary of State to the Governor of California (Warren)

WasHiNgTON, August 9, 1943.

My Drar Govervor WarreN : I have received your letter of July 8,
1943, in which you inform me that your signature has been affixed to
Senate Bill No. 140, and in which you discuss certain aspects of the
bill.

I am grateful to you for the explanation of the basis and purpose
of this bill, as set forth in your several communications on the subject.
The Department will convey to those persons who have communicated
on the matter with it, the substance of your remarks. Your portrayal
of the subject will, I am confident, be most helpful in alleviating such
bitterness and resentment as may exist regarding the bill’s passage.

With my appreciation of your expression of good wishes, I am

Sincerely yours, CorpeLr, HoLL

811.5245/46
The Secretary of State to the Indian Agent General (Bajpai)

The Secretary of State presents his compliments to the Honorable
the Agent General for India and refers to representations made by
the Agent General in regard to a bill, known as Senate Bill No. 140,
passed by the Legislature of the State of California. It has been
the Agent General’s opinion that the interests of British Indians
resident in California would be adversely affected by the bill in
question.

As a result of the representations on the subject made by the
Agent General, correspondence has ensued between this Department
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and the Governor of California, in which the objections as perceived
by the Agent General were brought to the Governor’s attention. The
Governor has, however, now informed the Department that he has
affixed his signature to the bill which has become Chapter 1059 of the
California Statutes of 1943.

In discussing the bill in question, the Governor assured the Depart-
ment that it had been designed only to strengthen the procedural sec-
tions of the Alien Land Law of California in order to prevent further
evasions of a sort which, according to the Governor, were extremely
prevalent among Japanese residents of California prior to Pearl
Harbor. It isthe Governor’s contention that the substantive rights of
British Indians in California are not affected by the bill, as everything
prohibited by the new statute was prohibited under the law prior to
amendment. The Governor has added that the bill was passed because
of a feeling that the security of the State demanded it, and with every
desire to refrain from any action which fairly construed might be con-
sidered as adversely affecting the interests of nationals of our Allies.

It is realized, with regret, that the information as transmitted here-
with may not be entirely satisfactory to the Agent General as presum-
ably his interest has centered more in the possible effect of the measure
upon British Indians than in its intent and purpose. The Department
is confident, however, that the A gent General will recognize that, as the
measure has now become law and as there is no contravention of pro-
vision of treaty, there is no further action in the matter which the De-
partment of State can take.

WasHiNeTON, August 9, 1943.



