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from the United States. The Agent General would be most grateful
if the Department of State could inform him what prospects there
are of instituting a programme of this nature and would be most
grateful for your cooperation in the matter. I shall be glad to discuss
with you at any time the terms on which the experts from the United
States could be made available to the Government of India. I under-
stand that it is recognised that exchange schemes of this nature are
of benefit to both countries and that in the past the United States
Government have to a certain extent subsidised such schemes. This
is an aspect for further discussion. The scales of pay mentioned in
the enclosure to this letter need not be taken as a firm basis for offer
to those who may be selected to fill these posts; they do however
indicate the class of posts which the Government of India have in
mind.

3. For convenience I summarise the points upon which we should
be glad to have some indications of your views and which I shall be
glad to discuss with you at any time.

1) Whether in your opinion a general scheme of the nature sug-

gested by the Government of India would be acceptable to the State
Department.

i1) Whether suitable men could be obtained for a substantial num-
ber of the posts envisaged by the Government of India, and, if so,
which posts could be most hopefully considered in the first instance.

ii1) What in your opinion should be in general the terms of appoint-
ment to be offered to the persons who would fill these posts.

iv) Whether in your opinion the United States Government would
be willing to subsidise in any way a scheme of this nature, in view
of the advantages which would be likely in the long run to accrue to
the United States in its commercial and other relations with India.

v) Whether there will be any difficulty in the corresponding placing
of Indian agriculturists in the United States Department of Agri-
culture. What terms should be offered to them by the Government
of India and could satisfactory training courses be arranged.

Yours Sincerely, H. TREVELYAN

811.42745/11-2144

The Special Assistant, Division of Cultural Cooperation (Peck), to
the First Secretary of the British E'mbassy (Trevelyan)

WasuineToN, November 29, 1944,
My Drar Mr. Treveryan: I take pleasure in acknowledging the
receipt of your letter of November 21, 1944 (F. 170/44) describing
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the proposal for an exchange between this Government and the Gov-
ernment of India of agricultural experts and summarizing points
upon which preliminary indications of the views of the Department
of State would be welcomed.

On the basis of our conversations and of your letter under acknowl-
edgment I have discussed the plan, in outline, with other interested
officers of the Department of State and of the Department of Agricul-
ture. As a first step toward the possible carrying out of this plan,
I am authorized to say that, subject to the practicability of an agree-
ment on details, the Department of State is heartily in favor of an
arrangement whereby American agricultural specialists shall be made
available for employment in India in posts in which they may be
able to give advice and guidance to Indian agricultural workers and
whereby Indian agriculturists may be placed in the Department of
Agriculture at Washington for training. An officer of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture has orally stated that that Department would
view the proposal with equal favor.

Officers of the two Departments are now engaged in a study of the
tentative proposals set forth in your letter.

Sincerely yours, Witrys R. Prck

811.42745/12-1144
Press Release Issued by the Department of State, December 11, 1944

A group of seven leading Indian scientists arrived in the United
States on December 8 for an eight weeks’ tour of the country. The
group has just completed a similar visit to Great Britain at the invi-
tation of the British Government and before returning to India were
anxious to meet with leading American scientists particularly in the
physics and chemistry fields.

The following eminent scientists are included in this group: Dr.
Nazir Ahmad, Colonel S. L. Bhatia, Sir Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar,
Sir Jnan Chandra Ghosh, Professor S. K. Mitra, Professor Meghand
Saha and Professor J. N. Mukherji.

The tour is under the joint auspices of the Indian Agency General,
the National Research Council and the Department of State. Mr.
Frank S. Coan, an officer of the Department, has been delegated to
accompany the scientists on their tour. The scientists will reside at
the Blair-Lee House during the first part of their Washington stay
as guests of the Department.



290 FOREIGN RELATIONS, 1944, VOLUME V

811.42745/12-1644
Press Release Issued by the Department of State, December 16, 194}

Dr. J. M. Kumarappa, who is visiting the United States as the first
guest from India of the Department of State under its program of
cultural cooperation, arrived in Washington on December 11 for a
three-week stay. Dr. Kumarappa is Director of the Tata Institute
of Social Sciences at Bombay, India’s leading institute for the edu-
cation and training of workers in social welfare.

Here in the United States in response to an invitation which at-
tracted considerable favorable comment in the newspapers in India,
Dr. Kumarappa plans to visit many well-known institutions and
centers for social science study, and also to meet with organizations
and persons prominent in the social science field.

Dr. Kumarappa is residing at the Blair-Lee House during the first
part of his stay in Washington as a guest of the Department, and has
been offered office and library facilities by the Office of Education.

811.42745/1-1145

The Acting Assistant Chief of the Division of Cultural Cooperation
(Peck) to Dr. J. M. Kumarappa, Director of the Tata Institute of
Social Studies at Bombay

‘WasHINGTON, January 11, 1945,

My Drar Dr. Kumararpa : Now that you are starting on your tour
of the United States, permit me to wish you pleasant experiences and
success in your undertakings.

It is particularly important that, as the first guest of the Depart-
ment of State from India under its program of cultural cooperation,
you should achieve the principal objects of your visit, among them
being conferences with specialists in the fields of social welfare and
of education and the obtaining of data that will be of use to students
and technicians who in the future may desire to come from India to the
United States for academic instruction and technical training.

The Department has found a general and cordial response on the
part of the American public to opportunities presented for participa-
tion in the Department’s program of cultural cooperation with other
nations. I am confident that you will meet with friendly and helpful
consideration along your way.

Sincerely yours, Wmrys R. Peck
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INFORMAL EXPLORATORY TALKS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES
AND THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA REGARDING POST-WAR CIVIL
AVIATION

811.79665/8-2244

Minutes of the Fourth and Final Conference on Post-War Civil
Awiation Held With Represeniatives of India on August 22,1944

[WASHINGTON. ]

Present:
AmEerican Group Inpian Grour
Mr. A. A. Berle, Jr.° The Hon. Sir Girja Bajpai*
Mr. S. W. Morgan ¥ Sir Gurunath Bewoor ®
Mr. G. S. Roper Sir Frederick Tymms °
Mr. G. V. Allen * Mr. Humphrey Trevelyan *
Mr. Lampton Berry ?
Mr. Josh Lee 2

Mr. George Burgess ®

Mpr. Berle greeted the Indian delegation saying that he was sorry to
have been away during the earlier talks. Sir Girja thanked him for
the cordial reception and for the competence with which Mr. Morgan
had covered the subject in his absence. He said that there were two
fundamental points of difference: The first concerned the scope and
functions of the international authority and the second, the basis on
which civil aviation arrangements should be concluded. The Indians
wanted a multilateral arrangement, and the Americans preferred
bilateral arrangements.

[Here follows discussion of question relating to the constitution
and function of an international air organization.] &

Mr. Morgan asked for the attitude of the Indian Government if
we approached it now on the question of a bilateral agreement. Sir
Gurunath said that the Indian delegation had come with instruc-
tions to explore the possibility of an international arrangement
through an international authority and that they were not prepared,
without further instructions, to pursue the question of bilateral
arrangements. Mr. Berle asked whether the Indians were prepared

% Adolf A. Berle, Jr., Assistant Secretary of State.

7 Stokely W. Morgan, Chief of the Aviation Division.

* George 8. Roper of the Aviation Division.

® George V. Allen, Chief of the Division of Middle Eastern Affairs.

! Secretary of Mission at New Delhi.

* Member of the Civil Aeronautics Board.

¢ Assistant to Mr. William A. M. Burden, Special Aviation Assistant to the
Secretary of Commmerce (Jones).

* Agent General for India at Washington.

5 Secretary to the Government of India, Posts and Air Department.

¢ Director of Civil Aviation for the Government of India.

"First Secretary of the British Embassy, with the Indian Agency General.

8 For correspondence, see vol. 11, section entitled “Preliminary and exploratory
discussions regarding international ecivil aviation; conference held at Chicago,
November 1-December 7, 1944.”



292 FOREIGN RELATIONS, 1944, VOLUME V

to discuss an a.i.? arrangement such as he had outlined. He said the
war in Europe was near an end and that the civil populations would
want air services. He asked whether the Indian Government felt
that everything should stop short until an international agreement
had been reached. Sir Girja replied that he fully agreed that every-
thing could not stop, but that with regard to a bilateral agreement
they would have to request further instruction. Sir Gurunath said
that they did not want to give the impression of being obstructionists
and that they saw the force of our point of view. They would have
to give their government some time, however, to consult with their
experts. Mr. Berle pointed out that B.0.A.C.° was making bilateral
arrangements, that the Canadians were developing trans-Atlantic
traffic and that for many months we had been carrying forward our
negotiations with Spain®* He asked why the Government of India
also could not make bilateral arrangements. Sir Gurunath repeated
that they had come with instructions to explore only the multi-lateral
approach.

Mr. Allen asked whether the arrangements made by K.LL.M., Air
France etc., were between the Government of India and the commer-
cial companies. Sir Gurunath said they were between Governments.
Mr. Allen asked whether these arrangements would continue after
the war, and Sir Frederick replied that they could not be changed
since the agreements were still in effect. Sir Girja said that the
Indian Government could not refuse to consider any proposals made
by the United States Government, but that a multilateral agreement
was their ultimate desire. Mr. Berle suggested that the bilateral
agreements might be drawn in such form that they could be made
multilateral later at an international conference.

[Here follows additional discussion on international air questions.]

It was agreed to get together to draft a joint statement to be re-
leased to the press.

The meeting terminated with the expression of mutual thanks and
cordial esteem.

800.796/8-2644
Press Belease Issued by the Department of State, August 27, 1914

Representatives of the Government of India arrived in the United
States recently at the invitation of the Government of the United
States for a series of talks with American officials on the subject of
post-war civil aviation.

® Ad interim.

* British Overseas Airways Corporation.

 For correspondence regarding this subject, see vol. 1v, section under Spain
entitled “Air transport service agreement between the United States and Spain.”
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The discussions, which have now terminated, were conducted on
a friendly and informal basis and were preliminary and exploratory
in character.

Both sides were agreed that it was desirable to adopt all prac-
ticable measures to promote the early expansion and development of
international air services for the common benefit of the peoples of the
world.

Questions relating to the transit and commercial entry of aircraft,
as well as the constitution and functions of an International Air
Organization, were discussed. The exchange of views disclosed a
considerable measure of agreement in regard to regulatory measures
in the technical field. Both sides were also agreed that the calling of
an international conference to draw up a multilateral air navigation
convention would be both beneficial and desirable.

ESTABLISHMENT OF DIRECT RADIOTELEGRAPH CIRCUIT BETWEEN
THE UNITED STATES AND INDIA

811.7445/43 : Airgram

The Secretary of State to the Officer in Charge at New Delhi
(M errell)

‘WasHINGTON, January 5, 1944—6 p. m.

A-8. On February 11, 1943 Board of War Communications ap-
proved the shipment of two transmitters from the United States
under Lend-Lease?? to India for the establishment of direct radio
telegraph circuits between the United States and India *® with the
understanding that delivery would be made in June 1943. The Board
has received information from the British Ministry of Supply that
the two transmitters manufactured by RCA Manufacturing Com-
pany should arrive in India about January 15, 1944 and be ready
for service in the latter part of February 1944. See your 952, De-
cember 14, 5 p. m.'*

HULL

811.7445/51

The Chairman of the Federal Communications Commission (Fly)
to the Secretary of State

WasmineToN, May 2, 1944,

My Drar Mgr. SecreTary: Certain difficulties have arisen in con-
nection with the establishment, upon a satisfactory basis, of direct

* Lend-Lease Act approved March 11, 1941; 55 Stat. 81.

“ The view of the Board was that in the mterest of national security duplicate
011r)cu1ts should be established between the United States and Bombay (811.7445/-
5

* Not printed.
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radiotelegraph circuits between the United States and Bombay, India,

by Mackay Radio and Telegraph Company ** and R.C.A. Communica-

tions, Inc. Accordingly, the assistance of your Department is re-

quested in this matter. The pertinent facts are as follows:

- [Here follows account of negotiations on technical aspects of the
guestion between American communications officials and their counter-

parts in the Government of India.]

In summary, the Commission would appreciate the cooperation of
the Department of State in obtaining the consent of the appropriate
Indian authorities to the establishment of the direct circuits with
both RCAC and Mackay upon the following basis:

1. The volume of traffic from India to the United States to be
transmitted over the direct circuits shall bear the same relation to
the total traffic from India to the United States as the volume of
traffic from the United States to India over the direct circuits bears
to the total traffic from the United States to India.

9. Traffic from India to the United States shall be divided between
the RCAC and Mackay circuits, respectively, in the same proportions
as the Indian Company received traffic from each of these companies.

8. The radio link portions of the tolls shall be divided equally
between the parties.

4, Accounts shall be established and maintained by all parties in
gold francs.

5. The settlement of traffic balances shall be effected in United
States currency at the rate of 5.1825 gold francs equals one United
States dollar.

By direction of the Commission:
James Lawrence Fry

811.7445/51
The Secretary of State to the Officer in Charge at New Delhi (Merrell)

No. 158 WasHINGTON, May 12, 1944.

The Secretary of State refers to previous correspondence in con-
nection with the establishment of direct radiotelegraph circuits be-
tween the United States and India to be operated at the United States
end by Mackay Radio and Telegraph Company and R.C.A. Com-
munications, Inc., and encloses for the information of the Mission,
as well as of the appropriate Indian authorities, a copy of a letter of
May 2, 1944 ¢ received from the Federal Communications Commis-
sion requesting the Department’s assistance on account of certain
difficulties which have arisen in connection with the establishment
of the aforementioned circuits.

¥ The Mackay circuit was to be established for the duration of the war and
six months thereafter (811.7445/51).
* Supra.
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The Mission is requested to bring this matter to the attention of
the Indian authorities and to urge that the direct circuits be estab-
lished upon the basis requested by the Commission, as set forth in
summary on pages 3 and 4 of its letter. The Mission is requested
to advise the Department by telegraph of the result of its action in
this matter.

811.7445/7-2544 : Telegram

The Officer in Charge at New Delhi (Merrell) to the Secretary of State

New Devnr, July 25,1944—3 p. m.
[Received 11:40 p. m.]

542. T have just been advised informally by Sir Gurunath Bewoor,
the Secretary of the Posts and Air Department that all of the sug-
gestions contained in the enclosure to the Department’s air mail in-
struction No. 158 of May 12 have been accepted, that the Indian
company is in direct communication with the two American com-
panies and that August 15 is aimed at as the target for opening the
circuits. Bewoor suggests the possible advisability of having the
direct communication opened by an exchange of messages between
Sir Mohammed Usman, the Honorable member of the Viceroy’s
Executive Council for Posts and Air and a corresponding official of
the American Government. He would appreciate the Department’s
views on this suggestion.

Bewoor who has been most helpful in these negotiations plans to
arrive in Washington, in company with Sir Frederick Tymms, Di-
rector of Civil Aviation, between the tenth and fifteenth of August
to participate in the postwar civil air transport talks.”” During his
visit to the United States, he would like very much to be put in touch
with the officials of Mackay and RCA.

MERRELL

811.7445/8-1244 : Telegram

The Acting Secretary of State to the Officer in Charge at New Delhi
(Merrell)

WasHINGTON, August 12, 1944—6 p. m.

570. Re your 542 July 25. Following is message which Mr. Fly,
Chairman of Federal Communications Commission will transmit to

* For correspondence regarding these talks at Washington between American
officials and representatives of the Government of India, see pp. 291 ff,
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Sir Mohammed Usman through facilities of RCA Communications
and Mackay Radio and Telegraph Company upon occasion of open-
ing of direct radio telegraph circuit between United States and India.

“It is a pleasure indeed to greet the Indian government and people
on the occasion of the opening of the first direct commercial radio-
telegraph circuit between the United States and India. By means
of such radio circuits, messages which a century ago would have taken
weeks or even months to reach their destination are now transmitted
with the speed of light. I trust that the new circuit will further
strengthen the bonds of friendship between us, and will hasten the
day of victory in the war which we are fighting together.”

STETTINIUS

811.7445/8-1544

The Chairman of the Federal Communications Commission (Fly)
to the Chief of the Telecommunications Division (DeW olf)

WasEINGTON, August 15, 1944.

Drar Mr. DeEWorr: Here is a copy of the telegram received from

Sir Mohammed Usman today on the occasion of the opening of the
circuit between India and the United States.

Sincerely yours James Lawrence Fry

[Enclosure—Telegram]

Sir Mohammed Usman, Member for Posts and Air in the Viceroy’s
Ewxecutive Council to the Chairman of the Federal Communications
Commission (Fly)

I warmly appreciate your message on the occasion of the opening
of direct radio telegram circuit between India and United States and
heartily reciprocate the sentiments expressed therein. I am confi-
dent that this measure will help to hasten the day of victory and
further strengthens the bonds of friendship between our countries.

Sk Moramumep Usman
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REPRESENTATIONS IN SUPPORT OF THE APPLICATION BY THE
UNITED PRESS FOR THE LEASE OF TELETYPE TELEGRAPHIC LINES
IN INDIA®

740.0011 Stettinius Mission/146

Memorandum of Conversation, by Mr. Foy D. Kohler of the Division
of Near Eastern Affairs®

Lonpon, April 22, 1944.
Participants‘ Sir David Monteath, Under Secretary of State for
India,
Mr. Eric E. Crowe, Foreign Office,
Mz. P. J. Patrick, India Office,
Mr. A. H. Joyce, India Office,
Mr. Wallace Murray, Director, Office of Near Eastern
and African Affairs, Department of State,
Mr. Foy D. Kohler, Office of Near Eastern and African
A ffairs, Department of State,
Mr. Robert D. Coe, American Embassy.

Sir David and Mr. Murray reviewed the correspondence regarding
the request of the United Press for communications facilities in India
which has taken place between the Embassy and the Foreign Office
during the past year, based on the Department’s telegram number
2009, March 81, 12 noon [midnight], to London; London’s number
5650, August 27, 7 p. m., to the Department, and the Department’s
number 5684, September 12 [16], 12 midnight to London.®

Sir David said that he thought that it had been accepted that land
line facilities were simply unavailable and mentioned that the Gov-
ernment of India had recently asked for 20,000 miles of telephone

*® Continued from Foreign Relations, 1943, vol. Iv, pp. 289-296.

¥ Mr. Kohler and Mr. Wallace Murray, Director of the Office of Near Eastern
and African Affairg, were in London to discuss Near Eastern subjects in con-
nection with general talks inaugurated on April 7 between the Under Secretary
of State (Stettinius) and officials of the British Foreign Office; for report to
the Secretary of State by the Under Secretary on his mission to London, see
vol. 111, pp. 1 ff.

& Foreign Relations, 1943, vol. 1v, pp. 289, 202, and 294, respectively.

554-184—65——20
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and telegraph circuits which were badly needed for the Indian rail-
roads and regarded as indispensable to the war effort.

As regards the proposed wireless circuits he said that the Govern-
ment of India felt that were such equipment available it should be
used for official purposes. Elaborating as regards the security aspects
of this question, Mr. Patrick begged us to believe that the Government
of India was perfectly sincere in saying that the proposed use of radio
circuits was quite out of the question. He pointed out that much
foreign news even though passed by British or American censorship
was not necessarily suitable for publication in India; and that such
news, as well as the domestic news transmitted by this method, would
be heard by the Japs. He added that there was, of course, always
danger of the improper use of wireless equipment or of its use by un-
authorized persons, and that the Government of India was simply
unable to provide enough control personnel to assure safety.

Mr. Murray said that he appreciated the reasoning of the Govern-
ment of India but that frankly he could not say that we were satisfied
with it. He emphasized that there was no discrimination whatsoever
against Reuters® in the United States and that that company had
absolutely equal access to all available American facilities for the
transmission of its news service both within the country and abroad.
He continued that it was difficult to understand why, if the Govern-
ment of India was so short on communications facilities desperately
needed for war purposes, it had not long since taken over for its own
use the land line system now leased to Reuters and placed all news
services, both Reuters and others, on the same basis as regards the use
of any facilities which might still be available after official needs have
been met. He said that the matter would certainly have been handled
this way in the United States, if a similar situation existed. He con-
tinued that he was concerned over the possible effect of this matter of
apparent discrimination on the good relations which must prevail be-
tween the British and ourselves, pointing out that the United Press
could have a widespread influence on public opinion in the United
States if it felt that it had been deliberately discriminated against by
the Government of India. He went on to say that the attitude of the
Government of India had been completely negative in this matter being
limited to a flat refusal, with unconvincing explanations, of the pro-
posals which had been made to it by the United Press and supported
by the American Government. He suggested that it would be quite
possible for the Government of India to take a positive rather than
a negative approach: that if it were absolutely necessary for them to
say “no” to the specific proposals which had been advanced they might

* British news agency.
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say what they could offer instead in the way of facilities for the
United Press.

In reply to this exposition Mr. Patrick and Mr. Joyce claimed that
Reuters facilities were in fact placed at the disposition of the Govern-
ment of India and used rather generously by the latter; that Reuters
had simply been in the field first and made the contracts, both with the
Government of India and with the newspapers it serves under which
it is now operating; that under normal circumstances any competing
company would have full opportunity to secure the same facilities;
and that the cancellation of the Reuters contract by the Government,
aside from being legally impracticable, would result in a complete dis-
ruption of news service facilities in India, since no agency would then
be in a position adequately to serve the Indian press.

The British representatives agreed, however, that they were anxious
to avoid any disturbance of Anglo-American relations because of
this matter and that they would examine the question carefully again
with a view to recommending to the Government of India that it make
every effort to make existing facilities available to the United Press
to the fullest extent compatible with war needs.

811.91245/45

Memorandum of Conversation, by Mr. Calvin H. Oakes of the Division
of Middle Eastern Affairs

[WasHINGTON,] May 24, 1944,
Participants: Mr. Harry Flory =
Mr. John Morris >
Mr. DeWolf—TD 28

Messrs. Murray

Allen 2

Kohler

Oakes

United Press

[Here follows lengthy discussion of problems involved in the desire
of the United Press to secure facilities in India.]

Summary. The foregoing discussion clarified the following points:
(1) The United Press is opposed to retaliation against Reuters; (2)
The United Press is opposed to any action designed to compel Reuters
to share its present facilities in India with the United Press; (3) The

* Vice President of the United Press.

* Far Eastern representative of the United Press.

* Francis C. DeWolf, Chief of the Telecommunications Division.

® George V. Allen, Chief of the Division of Middle Eastern Affairs.
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Government of India maintains, and the United Press appears to ac-
cept, that even with an enlargement of telegraph facilities generally in
India, military needs will preclude during the war the exclusive use of
any of those facilities by the United Press; (4) Unless military de-
mands on the Indian telegraph system decrease or the Government of
India can be persuaded that its calculations regarding military needs
have been incorrect, the only possible solution during the war appears
to be one permitting the use of radio facilities by the United Press.

811.91245/45

The Secretary of State to the Ambassador in the United Kingdom
(Winant)

No. 4142 WasHINGTON, June 3, 1944.

The Secretary of State refers to a conversation which took place
at the India Office on April 22, 1944 between officials of the United
States and British Governments, on the subject of facilities in India
requested by the United Press. Among those participating in the
conversation was Mr. Robert D. Coe of the Embassy, and it is under-
stood that a copy of the memorandum of conversation is in the
Embassy’s files.

There is now enclosed for the Embassy’s information a copy of a
memorandum of conversation of May 24, 1944 2* which took place at
the Department between officials of the Department and of the United
Press.

It is requested that the Embassy inform the Department whether
there have been any developments in London since the conversation
of April 22, 1944 which would indicate in what manner further repre-
sentations on behalf of the United Press might be useful at this time.

811.91245/7-844

The Ambassador in the United Kingdom (Winant) to the Secretary
of State

No. 16,738 Lowpon, July 8, 1944,
[Received July 19.]

Sik: I have the honor to refer to the Department’s instruction No.
4142 of June 3, 1944, concerning the facilities in India requested by
the United Press. Inquiry of the Foreign Office has been made re-

® Supra.
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garding any further developments on this matter, and the Embassy
has been informed that although the India Office has asked the Gov-
ernment of India to examine the question afresh with a view to assist-
ing the United Press no reply from the Government of India as yet
has been received in London. The Foreign Office will ask the India
Office to press the Government of India for an early statement of its
reactions to the re-examination of the problem, and the Embassy will
be informed as soon as a reply is received.
Respectfully yours, For the Ambassador:
Howarp BucknEeLL, Jr.
Minister-Counselor

811.91245/9-2244 : Airgram

The Ambassador in the United Kingdom (Winant) to the Secretary
of State '

Loxpox, September 22, 1944.
[Received September 26—35 p. m.]

A-1166. With reference to the subject of United States facilities in
India (see the Embassy’s despatch No. 16,738 of July 8, 1944), we
have now received a letter dated September 20 from the Foreign
Office in the following sense:

“Would you kindly refer to the correspondence ending with my
letter (7082/118/801) of the 6th July to Bucknell about facilities for
the United Press in India?

2. You will recollect that at his meeting with Mr. Wallace Murray
on the 22nd April, Sir David Monteath undertook that the India
Office would apprise the Government of India of Mr. Wallace Mur-
ray’s representations and ask them to consider whether, for example,
transmission over the India Posts and Telegraphs system of messages
of the United Press could in any way be facilitated with a view to
reducin,cf; to the absolute minimum, subject to Government require-
ments, the disadvantages now felt by the Agency.

3. The Government of India have re-examined the question, but
while fully appreciating the position of the State Department, regret
that it is 1mpossible for them to grant the United Press any special
facilities for the transmission of their messages in India. They re-
peat that their inability to accord special facilities is based on no
ground of principle but on purely practical considerations. They
have no wish to discriminate between one news-agency and another,
or to interfere with legitimate commercial competition. As explained
in the third paragraph of Le Rougetel’s® letter to you of the 26th
August, 1943, such facilities cannot be given solely because of the
insufficient number of lines available at present. A number of new

* John H. Le Rougetel, Counsellor, British Foreign Office.
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lines have been under construction for some time, and the hope had
been entertained that it would become possible to afford certain facili-
ties to the United Press of America and other Agencies operating in
India when these were completed. Recently, however, the widening
scale of operations in India occasioned by the creation of the South
East Asia Command has again greatly increased the heavy burden on
the telegraphic lines available in India, with the consequence that the
new lines coming into operation will only suffice to absorb the extra
traffic resulting from the increasing scale of operations in and near
India. The Government of India, however, expect that these lines
will bring some relief to the existing lines used for civil traffic, and
in this expected relief the United Press will share, in the shape of a
reduction of delays, along with the other news agencies concerned.”

WiNaNT



