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Dear desbers wOu T S
You are requestled to sttend a meeting of the Executive Ccumitice to be
held on Wednegdsy, February 18th,; at 5 PM,, at the office of ¥r., Richaxd

Je Walsh, John Day Company, 62 West 45th Street, New York City.

AGELDAS

2 LOIA LEAGUE OF AGKRICA \{r U’ d(Q

1 = To consider the political developuents in lndis, in tiew of
kghatma Gendhi's death. ;

2 = To copsider plans for futuve sctivities of the lesgue, in view
of these ney developusnis.

3 = Elsction of new meabers

4 = Rough finsnsisl repcrt.

Very sincerely,
HeKe WJS. See'ye
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 7, 1948,
The follovwipg resclution will be moved by Sirdar J. |[J. Singh,
President of the Indie League of America, at s Public Memorial

Meeting to be held to pay tribute to Mahatms Gandbl, on Saturday,

February Tth, 1948, at 3 P.M., at the Town Hall, 123 West 43rd

Street, New York, N. ¥. :

"We are met together today to honor one of the greatest men of
human history. The world has been aware of Mahatma Gendhi for
gcores of years. While he was living, people did not always
understand him, nor appreciaste him, but they alvays lnew that he
wag 'a force in our times, indomitable in his high purpose,unshak-
able in his integrity, persistently undefeated. To some he was

a sa@nt, to others a mystery, to his own people he was ag familiar

and revered a figure as & father. He was many things, to each

_man something.

"Now Gandhi is dead. We mowrn his passing, It strikes us to the
beart 't.hét this great good man,; who; believing in non-violence
never did harm to any creature, should yet have diled by violence
fr0m~oﬁe~ofrhis fellow men. This death, powerful and world-shak-
ing, crystalizes the eternal meaning of Mahatme Gandhi's life.
Noﬁ ve see plainly the necessity for the fundamental humsn truth
which he spent his 1life to proclaim. We accept the challenge.
We uphold the brotgﬁrhood of humanity, as the essence of peace,
the affirmation of freedom,

"BE IT RESOLVED, THEREFORE, in honor of Mahatma Gandhi's immortal

‘memory, that we gathered together here todey, men and women of

many races and creeds, do solemnly declare that we will support

“INDIA TODAY"—_Monthly Bulletln istved b}«fhc Research Bursou of the league. Subscription $3.00 per yédr,
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by every means we have, by stréngth of hand and mind, those forces which today in
In ﬂa work for democracy and a progressive way of life. We approve of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru'e leadership. We put our faeith in his integrity. We announce our-
gelves fellow-workers with those who work with him, believing that he 1s ome of the
outstanding leaders of India who can so ably fulfill the ideels of Mahatma Gandhi,
We do this in the conviction that these ideals are valuable and essential for all
mankind.”
Among thoge who will speak on this occasion are the following members of the Security

Council of the United Nations: Hon. Warremn R. Austin, United States of America/ Hon.

e DY

Philip Noel-Baker, United Kingdon; Hon. Ting Fu Tsiang?’Cbina; Hon. Jean-Willy

Fournler De Montousse, France; Hon. A. G. L. McNaughton, Canada; Hon. Fernand Van
L — R ) ‘

Langenhove, Belgium; Eon. Faris/%};gggggg, Syria., And Sir Mohammed Zafrulleh Khan,
R

Foreign Minister of Pakietan; Sir N. Gopalaswami Ayyangar, Minister Without Portfolio
B

of the Government of India; Dr. Charles Mallk of Lebanon, Chairman of the Economic
e

and Social Councill of the United Ndations; Dr. Alil Sastroamidjojo, Minister of

e e e T Y

Education of the Republic of Indonesia and Delegate to the United Nations; M. Asaf

1 g
Ali, Ambassador for Indiaigf the Uni!ed States; M. A. Hassan Ispahani, Ambassador for

"Pakistan to the United States; Congressman Emanuel Celler; Sheikh Mohammad Abdulla,

st R e .-
Head of the Emergency Government of the State of Jammu and Kashmir and President of

the All-Ipndia States’' Pecople's Conference: Dr, Stephen S.iWise, President, American

Jewish Congress; Dr. Lin Yutang, Chinese Philosopher and Author; Dr. Frenk Kingdon,
e —
Author and Columnist; Mr. Walter Wbite, Executive Sccretary, National Association for

the Advancement ofk olored People, Mr., Boger N. Baldwin, Chairman,

Union and Mr Norman Thomas, Socialist Leader.

. Sirdar J. J.%Singh will be Chairman of the meetins.lh
Note: A bronze bust éf5Mahatﬁa Gan@hi by the vorld famous sculptor, Jo Deavidson, will

be on the platqum. fhis will be flanked by three f}ags, all at half-mast. The'flags
will be those%gf:indié, fakiétan‘and the old flag of the Indian National Congress
with the Charkhé (spigﬁing wheel) which was 8o near and dear to Mshatma Gandhi and
under which he fought his non-violent béttles for the freedom of India.

' #hbA
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Tudis League Purposes. . ' February 1948(frepured by Louis Fischer
\\L\ LN :/l://i.fii'\»
- FEB 5gp0
- éﬁgiﬁgn(
o R

Fhe Intfias League of Auerics was founded in 1937 for the
arimary purpose of helping Indis gulxn her indepindance. Indip iz
now relieved of doainastion. Hut nelther the enszpions of natianai
libverstion 4n Indiaw nor the ~zmericens znd Indisns #»ho conprice
the India Lesgue «ver thought thut wlone the end of foreign rule
would solve Indlals protlems. To safesunrd the indep ndence af
India 4t 45 necespary to vwork for the ustablishaent of en
effective dezocratic =otld order, the liberation of all colonisl

- peoples, & doep, understeniing syspathy tetween Esst und West,
snd the freedos of Inians in India. The Indis Leagus, dedicated
from its inception to thesev purposss, wil; now redouble its
s¢fforts to achicvo them bLacsuse it 1i coumpletely convineced that
thiz 13 thﬁ;b§§t way of contributing to the security and hurpiness

of India end to the pesce, presperity, 2nd worality of zll mankind,

g paseing of Kahatma Cundhi spurs us to further, Inteneiried
sctivity, His tragie duath has apporently shacked the wastera
world imto s sudden roullizetion that Eafa teachnings cam gulde it

thrvubh the sg,éi*usl box and morsl crisips =nieh unnuvl;w& 2ur

~urgant palltic&l ané soonoaie problsss,

: Sincsiﬁéndh%’t 538§ssiﬁ$tion'm&ny hdaoricans bave §:3d that kis
:?'iifa daﬁoaggr&tu&‘ehé"poﬁsibility el applying Chrizticalty Lo the
sélutioa‘ f modern problezs, Believing thut the vuy of Gandhi bas

o purticular mesnin; for thv western world, the India League will

 ‘hareartcr devato special attention to the dlsgsenination of Junindis

b




ideas thraughout Americs. %his will forge & stronger bond betweea-
the United States en’ Indis 2nd intensify the intersst which each

coutry has always had for the ogher.

The India Lesgue believes that Gundhi, Nehru, an+ the truly
deowocratie elements in Indis never rogarded nationsl freedos as
an uwltimgte gealibut rather a: the prereguisite to the full
freedon of Indisgs.kfhe removal of comaune)l antagondsms, and of
Untouchabdlity, ?11l sxpand individual liberty, gusrsntee naticnsl
1iberty, and p@rﬁags ultimately lead to s valumtary reunion of the

two Indias.

The Igdia League therefore hopes to give encouragoment, hy its
friendly congern and interest, to those forees 1in India which are
sundeavouring to shift the emphasis f:om religious nnd caste
differences to the bﬁilding af a new India besed on economic,
polisical and socisl democracy.

Eischer is leaving town on the 86th. I request that you

1n your suggﬁstions to ¥y, Fischer by return of meil o

that we may bave the final draft before ¥r. Fischer lsaves towm,
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HELD ON FEBRUARY 7, 1948, AT THE TOWH HALL, NEWN YORK, ¥. Y.
T0 PAY TRIBUTE TO THE MBMORY OF

MAHATMA GANDEI

INDIA LEAGUE OF AMERICA A REPORT /’é}i
40 Bagt 49th Street O
Hew York, ¥. Y. 0N THSE =ftﬁ

. i

O MEMORIAL MEEBTIWGL -

A public Memoriasl Mesting was held by the Indle League of America on

February 7th, 1948, at the Town Hall, New York, N.Y., to pay tribute to th

S8aint of Indis -- Mahatms (Gandhl.

More than 1,200 persons of different natlonalitiss, racss and oreeds

were present. Twenty speSRSrs and fifty other dlstinguished guests sat on

the platform. A bronze bust of Mahatme Gandhi, (by Jo Davidson) surrounde
by white flowsrs and three flags -- all at half-mast -- flooded by & spot-

light, was on the right of the stage.

e

a

Bofores the meeting started, Birdsr J. J. 8ingh, President of the India

League of America, who was Chairman of the meeting requested the aud;enoe

to stand in silent tribute for cne minute as & token of homage to Mahatma

Gandhi. ur, 8ingh also requested the audience not to applaud ét any time.
In bis oéening remarks, Mr. Bingh said that besldes the flags of India

and Pakiéian, the old flag of the Indlan National Congress was placed in

the center of the tuoggbeéauae Mr. Singh explained, "This flag, with the
4

- Charkhs (spinning wheel) was very near and dear to Mahatma Gandhi. It was

‘1ag %hat Mahatma Gandhi waged and won his non-violent battles.

consider it most appropriate to place that flag

SPEALKERE

Thereafter, the chairman called uﬁaﬁ”tﬁe followlng speakers:
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TSIANG, Representative of China to the Security Council of the United

Hatlons:
8lr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen: In the long history of ths
culturee of the Bast, China solkmowledges {wo great debts to India. The first
iabt is the religion of Buddhism, and the second great desbt that China owes to
\Iﬁdia ls the teachinge of MHahatma (Gandhi.
"¥e in Chine today lament the passing of Gandhi as much as the
Tlﬁdi&n people themselves, As we in China understand the position of Gandhi in
ifﬁe world, 1t appears to us in recent light, that weo have many problems, inter-
national Qrobl@@s, raclel problems, class problems, soclsal problems.
“C0ne attltude is thal thess problems, most of them cannot bs
sclved. Let them alone. Let us accept the status quo. Thet 13 one attitude.
®Thers is another attitude; These evils should de removed., Let
us take arms. Let us fight, Whatever the cost in blood, we must rid the world

of thsae evils. That is another attituds. /

‘The;s is a third attitude. The third approach ta‘@ur problem
is ths epproach of Gandhi. We should work for the enlargement of human free-
doﬁ in svery sphsre, butl we must achleve our ends through non-violenss.

*Mr, Gandbi has not achieved all the freedoms that he hoped to
achisve, but he has achleved a great deél, end he has achieved what ‘he has

achieved through the nethod‘of non-violénce. The methods he used will have to

be studied 1n relation o other oountries

'n ral&tien to other problems. We

in China feel thst the central problem of man is how to win these freedoms

that we all prize through the Gandhi method cf non-violence.®

,,ALEEg gg;zg Bxecutive Seorotary, National Assooiation for the Advancement

of Colored People; lember, BExecutive Committee, India Loague of America:
'Hr; Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, I have attended many

s

mémbfig;zméétiﬁgs, but never before have I felt so deep a sense of inadequacy
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iA-words. “Xou;hgve heard many distinguished speakers here this afternocon,
Th@'tigé is.lété, 30 I ;iall confine myself to one or two very simple observ-
'gﬁi@agf

®The first is that I believe that there 1s & significance for
'fhé'pgoplés and the nations of the world who have gone mad during rescant
gengr&tiongigvaf theories of raocisl superiority, that it was s slender brown
ik S iﬁ‘f&rfo(f India who has Descome the greatest moral and spiritual leader of
»tbe warl@;s§néa'ﬁh@ days of Jesus Christ, and he did not worship ferce and
m&teri&li&m warﬁafftha ness murder of war, but & spirit of love and the
gentlensss of n@n—?iélano@ and peaca.

21% may be ﬁﬁat he will bdecowms even greater; in fact, I belileve
he will becoms oven more ngerful in death than he was in 1life, especlally in
view of the fact that he di@d from the very violence which he had spsnt his
life in opp@aing.

| 'Parhéps Pekistan and India will learn the lesson that in die-

'harmonj and viclenoce, there is the way to death; that in peace and non-

N violencs, thers is the way to 1&st1ng 1ife for all human beings.

. 'I/hgve listened to these distinguished representatives of the

i United,ﬁaiions who struggled in the face of what seemed to be at times slmost

insﬁpefablé odds to rind‘the kind of peace which Gandhi advooated. Pesrhaps

_we of the vorld vhite and black, Jew and Gentile, Catholic and Protestant,
4believer and non—believer, nay beoome as wise as the man who died but & few

_days ggc.‘nnd lgarn that unleas we can find that kind§of peace that there ig

~ going to be only destruction for all of civilization.

®] stand hers humbly this afternocon to pay tribute in my most

‘ simple fashion to one of the greatest leaders of mankind of all time, and I
%agxﬁw

1~'believe that bis spirit would rest even more in peace if, instead of aanx&&y

sitting here this &fternoon and making and listening to speeches, we went down
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’>j from ﬁhis.ylace anﬁétried to spread throughout the world not mersly lip ser-

vicg tovtﬁa ideals Tor which he lived and died, but fto put them into applioc-
ation to avold the horrible and devasiating war whioh seems to be so swiftly
_rysh;ng upon the werld.®

LIN ﬁgzggg; Chinese Philosopher and Author; Honorary President, India Lsague
’bf_Amefiéa:

. ’ﬁSLnos Mahatme Gandhifs death, I have tried in my mind to place
him?:‘ini££é perspective of modern history, where does he belong? Suppose we
taks the ten gréatest men of modern timss -- or seven, or five, or three
greatest. What would happen?

#Some years ago, there was an American magezine article on the
pig ten of the world, aéd Gandhi of ocourse was one of them. I find that
Gandhi doss not belong to what the world called the big three, and I find
mysslf‘drifting1to the conoclusion inevitably that he 1s the big one, and I say

so without fear of contradiction, bescause without any daubtg“of the great

Awprld leaders of the 20th cantfgy, living or dead -- he was the one who lived
closest td God,

fIf President ¥Wilson were lifing today, I would oall them the
7 big £ia,:but since President Wilson i3 deed, ﬁhere was only one left, and he
Just ated. ~ |
kk 'Gandhi belongs to another category, the category of faith, and

‘since tha nodarn torld 13 not in the habit of producing saints, he is the

solit;ry example.” I think we must think of Gandhi in a ifferent light., We

3

~l;‘sh6ﬁid r4thsr think of him’in:connection with mankind, with men like Einstein

*ffor woman lik dame Curie, and yet he is in a class by himzelr. He is not

'—‘f 1ike Einstein or‘nadame Curie. He towers above us, in & olass all by himself.

'He was even different from Tolatoy beaauae in him and in him

;1alonc tha “piritu&l level and religious level met and merged and became one,

"and that 13 nothing "y t a~miracle. For rememberj he was not only a re-
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we are able to grasp and appreciate the meaning of Gandui shall he become also

the 1ife of Asis and of the world,®

The following resolution was moved by Sirdar J. J. Singh and was unanimously
:Sdoptad:

"We are met Together today to honmor one of the greatest men of human history.
The world has heen aware of ¥ahatma Gandhi for scores of years. While he was
- 11i€iﬁ§;.§$§ﬁle d1d not always understand him, nor apprsciate him, but they
always kﬁéw’that he was & force in our times, indomiteble in his high purpose,
unshakable in-his jntegrity, perslstently undefeated. To some he was s saint,
to others a mystery, tc hils own people he was as familiar and revered a Tfigure
as a fatber, He was many things, to each man something.
“Now dandhi ig dead, We mourn his passing. It strikes us to the heart that
this grsat_good men, who, believing in non-violence never d4id harm to any
creaturé, éhouid yet have dled Dy violence frém one of his fallo& men. This
daath,;poierfnl and world-shaking, orystalizes the eternal meaning of Hahaima
>_G§ndh1’s 1ife. HNow we seeo plainly the neocessity for the fundamental human
truth which he spent his life to proclaim. We accept the ohallenge. We up-
- hpld the brotherhood of hgm&nity, as the essencg of peace, the affirmation of
» f;eédo#, |

'BEiIT ﬁKSOLvED, THEREFORE, in honor of Mahatma Gandhi's immortal memory, that
uweygayhe;ad tqg§th§f:here~today, men and women of many races and creeds, do
soleﬁﬁly déélars that we will support by ever§<m&an§:wa‘have; by strength of

- hand ;ﬂ&‘mind, those foroes which today in Indis work for demooracy and a

r._progré%sive way of life. We approve of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru's leadership.

f‘Wekput oﬁr faith in his integrity. We announce ourselves fellow-workers with

"-»k those‘whoiéork with him, believing that ke 13 one of the outstanding leaders

of India who can 80 ably fulfill the ideals of Mahatma Gandhi. We do this in

v ;heiconV16t£0n:thdt these ideals are valuable and essential for all mankind."
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: Hr. Singh also suggested that those assembled and their friends
~should. write letters to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime Minister of Indis, A
‘:ﬁg§§uring hi@ that the people of-America will stand by him end give him their

o fill moral suppert in his fight for progressive and democratic ildeals,

zg§§‘g§g§ Repreﬂ@nt&tive of the Republic of Argentine o the Security Council
_ ’:""cf the United Hgtions,’

e sincarely regret that a previous unbreaksble engagement makes

“ 1t impossible for me %o be with you tomorrow, as I would Iike, at the Memorial
,Hsating‘te pay tributs to Mahatma Gendhi,
81 take thls opportunity to express my most profound adherenocs
to the sentiments expre&sed by that act,.®
BOGER N, 2&32!13 Director, Ameérican Clvil Libvertles Union; Treasurer, Indla
League of America:

¥0andhiji belongs to the immortal ocompany of martyrs-to the

o

ﬁhighast principlel to which men aspié

e

gregtnesa testities to the bestl in us all, and offers hope for its realization.

The universal recognition of his

®My few preclous hours with him on the way to the Round Table
isbsférencé reveuled ngt only his spiritual force and his political shrewdness
-- & unique combination -- but the rarely—noted gaiety of his heart and the

aeranity of hia mind. Laughter was one of his notable qualities. Gandhl roge

fapkabove:the;cau'e_‘ ‘:t o universal Our desperate civilization

_of ﬁﬁite&?ﬁations Appeal For Childrens

cannot join you physically today in honoring

‘1d*there is 1nsébur1ty. fear, hate, violenoce.

more than any other of our day lived to prove the
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1  sfranéﬁﬁ,ﬁf the union of plain people’in falth, and psace, and common purpose
i3 & o&tastrophe not only for India, but for the whole tortured world.®
LYMAN @BX§QE; Counseller on Public Affairs, Columbia Broadcasting System, Inoc.3
"I regret that it wilk be impossible for me to attend the mem-
orial éervice and Joln in the tribﬁts to Mahatma Gandhl. I hops, hoewever,
;?at yﬁ# wiil agsocolate my name with the deep respect that you will pay at
o _';‘ thpt‘fiméwto~your great leader.®
' gggggrg; @Qgg,fﬁobel Prize Winner, Author and Honorary President of the India
League of Amariﬁé:

'in.a strange profound way Gandhil, sinoce his desth, has become s
test for India. Since.his death, dramatic and symbolic of the struggle of hie
whole life, has lifted him, as upon a cross, far higher than he has ever been

‘Vbefcre. Thése who thou;ht lightly of him because they did not understand his
failth éﬁd'hia'taachings, are struck silent, for the moment., By his martyrdom

he has thrown the final challengs to his people.

e - . - ®Will Indie acknowledge the rightness of Gandhi or will she re-
gﬁdiata him? ~This 1s the question which the world now walts to see mnswereds

“If the péopie of“India repudiate himy then they sink at once to the level of
aii other quarfelling, unreasoning peoples, But if they uphold non-violencs,
at 311§009ta, i} they deménd peace first, in order to settle their differences
without bloodahed India aohieves the greatness and the unique spiritual
strength neeessary today for world leadership.

'Never was such & challenge given in such difficult times. It

es of self-control on thP part of leadsrs and people alike,

But 1et them be strengthened by this one fact: Gandhi wes right. Only by

determined non—violence can the world be saved today. Reason, arbitration,

conferenoes, nothing is enough Non-violence must oome first. Non-violence

which is deep enough and strong enough to become a faith, absolute in its
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- @};;'ii;mog t;.eve_ry human situation, Gendhi was right. That for which he
'.livad.and for which he died stands today more inexorably true than ever. Oh
Indla, dare to follow Gandbl, that there may be left one voice in the world to

:sps&k against the violsnce of foolish men and foolish nations.!
m EINSTEIN:

- "Bveryone conocerned in a better future of mankind must be
'ﬁeeply'mbved ﬁy‘tﬁé'traglc death of Gandbi. He died as & viotim of his own
principle, the pfiﬁﬁ;gle of non-violence, He died because in a time of dis-
order and genseral irritatign in his country, he refused srmed protection for
hlmselr, It was hls unshakable belief that the use of force is an evil in
itself and that therefore it must be avoided by those who are striving for
auprene,jhst1§éf

®To ?h;s belief he had deveoted hie whols 1ife and with this
7 belief 15 his héarf and mind he had led.& great nation on to its liberation.

Ee has demonstr&ted that a powerful human following ocan be assembled not only

tgﬁfoﬁgh $ﬁe cunning game of the usual political manceuvers and trickeries but
i:thrguéh the‘cqgent sxample of a morally superior conduct of 1life.
®The admiration for Gandhi in all oountriés of the world rests
.on the racogﬁition -- mostly a subéonscious recognition, of the fact that in
our time of uttar moral decadenoe, he was the only statesman to stand for a

_higher level of hnman relationship in the political sphere. This level, we

must with all cur: oTcea attempt to reach. VWe must learn‘tﬁe dirficult lesson

' vthat an endurdbli fu ure of humanity will be poasible only if also in inter-

[

nation&l rsla sions are based on law and Justioe and not on self-

i rsons in the western world Gandhi was a queer figure

\\lﬁ ﬁ }Oin“dléth“whdﬁdran -gbafs' milk, Tﬁé West resisted Gendhi; if one sug-
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-gested Nim'as a creed and & cure, the answer often wes, 'We already have

‘lﬁégzghﬂhriét’;‘ This sctually constituted a great tribﬁte to the Mahatma.
V§h;n Ee‘was killgd, America and Kurope mourned., Truman, Secrotary Harshall,
Douglas .Mac.f\r'thur, A’ttlee, Churchill, Leon Blum, ¥he United Nations, and

:'ihdu;anga'of editoré, preachers, and laymen bowed and wept. ‘kpparently the
gq;t 584 ’ that Gandbl was not meroly the greatest man of the twentieth cen-
i;rgglha was. the greatest Christian of twenty centuries. A Hindu, nominally
-Jgt a Ch;iéﬁiéﬁ, Béhéved more like Christ then any Christian. The West sud-
dgily realizedrthiéywhen Gandhi fell, aund realizing, btegan to lock at itself,
end saw lts syiritﬁ&l pavegﬁy, It looked and wondered how anybody oould have
beea Christian in & non-Christian, in an anti-Christian world. It began to
ask guestions, From now on, the West will look at Gandhl in order the better
Lo andarSiand its own deficienciles.

_ "The second world war is ended and there 1s talk of a third,
The aftefmath Qf'tﬁe second world war is-elmest as ugly wss the yeirs that

preceded it. Civil warse, violenc suffering, unsolved problems everywhere.

This ﬁgkés'men doubt, search, and ;ien thelr minds %o new ideas.

| ?The fest needs Gandhil and I think it is more receptive to his
“iidaas'than-e#er before, "
JANES G. zg;zng Hember of the House of Representatives of tke United States

Congress.

'In a note so brief I can not express too fully my shock to

'~hear of the losa 0! Gandhi -- one of ibe greatest leaders ur time, For

: one whq,devntedfhis lire to the people as he did for peace and betterment, I

o uamfiruI}_sérfy  ejhow deeply his death-has beenifelta“

—:Q_LQEEL ;_g;g 19§g§_g Former Assistant Seqretary of War and Special Repre-

yfsentative of President Roosevelt to India.

';rggretﬂthat an engagement in California makses my
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| h‘attébadnoe on Fjgru&ry seventh imposalble.
~ #Gandhi wes truly the great soul. Hie spirit msrohes on and
with Nehru at the helwm, all will be well.®
3§E§§ £g§§§,‘ﬁonorary Chairman, American Friends Service Committes:
| °I am very sorry that my health will not permit me to come to
:‘Hew‘Ygrk on Sgturday.
LT | . .77 .U PI loved Mahatma Gandhi and I shall be with you in spirit.®
.?Rggzg §;§;‘$eoret&ry General of the United Wations:
iAs Mr. Lie was en route from Burope to the United States, he
sent instructions t; Mr. Jehan de Noue, Chief of Protocol of the United
Natlions, %to represent him.
gg&&;ﬁg QLQXEEE; Hayqr of the City of New York:
®The kiiling of Mobandas K. Gandhl was a tragedy that can be

comparéd'with the "assassination of Abrahsm Lincoln. Both men brought the

troubles of their people to the mind of the world.

SRS O \ #Gandhi brought patriotism to such & point, that it became in
"wfact the highest end. BHis patriotism became & sacred thing because of the
‘ﬁggnifieence of his vision, concentration; undying loyalty and dedication.®
,”EQZL;AHkEEIL;IPS, Personal Representative of President Roosevelt to India:
k ‘I deeply regret that my absence in Arizona prevents me from
Joining you in paying tribute to the memory of the great Indian leader.®

\EB : _"ng g_gggg 12. President, New York Herald Tribune:

'It was & sad disappointment that T could not go to the meeting

~ in tribute to Mehatma Gandhi this efternoon. I want you to kmow how sorry I
f‘ﬁaS‘tO miSS‘your memorial service.®

; !!B....~ EE&HELI. D. B.QﬁE!ELI!

“sorry I cannot be present at the memorial meeting to pay

tributa to lahatma Gandhi beoause of absence from New York City.




Kr, Gandhi was a force for good in the world and the world is

puerer besoausge of his death. It is shooking that a man who spent his life

L warking‘fpr peace should die by an act of violence.®

:,f; Representative of Belgium to the Security Council of
-the United E@tionﬂ:

R i;‘ - | ®I daeply regret that an unexpected impsdiment prevents me from
ttsﬂding.the memorial meeting.

- 81 wiasbh to pay tridute with you to Mahatme Gandhl whoss memory
wili renain one of the greatsst symbo&s of the fundamental principle which
inspires the United Nations.®
HENRY AL gg;i&gg, Former Vice President of the United Btates of America:

‘I rogfét I am unable to be with you as you pay tribute to one
of the greatest men of the ages.

'Hahatm& Bhandi devoted hils life to tl® supreme cause of our

the%Zﬁ gwuniting of peoples in gomradeship agg pence, He stood above the
leaders 65 £h§>pébpleé of the world in his loné struggle against the imperial-
s that crﬁshea ihe body and the splrit. Indila's new born independence is
kis f-riimﬁh. , |

. ‘ 'I‘shgré.j§ur grief at his death., We who belleve in peace,
honor his membfy ﬁnd tafe solaoe;in‘the proud knowledge that his highest honor
is not“only:that ﬁe;fought foréand;won freedom for millions of people§g but
,that'hé-hés inspired other millions who will now carry on- that éause,;un$il
‘its fruita are 5harod by mankind ot

w L m President, John
Amerio&. .

ay & Company; Chairman, India Leﬁgue of

®Praises of Gandhi have come from many who knew him, had talked

: iifh\him df seen him, Theaéﬂaré.besf.“Yet there is value also in the testi-

 7*mony of those ot us who never had any direct touch with him except that of the

v .,q\y,;.
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Mr. PD., Saggi, President INDIAN NaTLONaLs “ ¢

OVERSEAS CONGRESS, and Chailrman =COMMITTHE <§fﬁ;§ ;

Dear Sirs,

FOR INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING, proposes
to undertake a goodwill tour of the U, S, A.

to promote Indo-American =friendship, which 4()
ne thinks if the basie of peace throughout
the World.

So far, he has visited the Continent of
Furope, Purma, Malaya, Far East,and certain
other parts of south East Asla, His lectures
created considerable interest, and Indian
Yational Leaders, like the late Mr.Ghandi,
Pandit Nehru, the populer Premier, and Sardar
Putel, the Vice-premier, supported him.
pesides  Indiam, Mr, Sagzi speaks on subdjects
5f International and topical interest.

He is visiting America after the 15th August,
W and I would be glad to know whether you can
V§3 undertake to arranzs a tour Tor mim_Tllgaflet
; Lt rEPhy is enclosed, and 1
would be glad to supply any additional information,

which you may require,

¢z£//”

Yours faithfully,

D. Tarrant.
D Yarrosl

Secretary.
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EPE l‘lalter w’hi-te Sol b l}\)‘6 JU'JJO%

Natdonal Asscociation for the
Advancement of Colored People

20 West 40th Street

New Yorx, N. Y.

Dear Walter:

Congratulations on the successful
Conference you have had. I have been
following 1t wfﬁ%‘the newspapers.

We are planning to celebrate the
first anniversary of the independence
of India and Pakistan on August 15, 1943,
at a public meeting at Hotel Commodore,
at 8:15 P.M.

I know that August 15 is a Sunday
and also that it will be in the midst of
summer. But I am hoping against hope
that you can Join us on this occasion and
address the gathering.

Do let me know at your earliest. And
when are we golng to have a real heart-
to-heart talk?

Jde. Je.

kJJS:fr . -

“INDIA TODAY—Monthly .‘lullcfin issued by the Reseorch Bureau of the Leagus. Subscri’pfiilm $2.00 per year.




INDIA'S PUBLICITY ABROAD

by J. J. Singh

I have been asked to write an article on "Iandia's Publicity
Abroad". I am afraid that would be covering & lot of territory
with which I am not very familiar. So I will restrict mysell to
the question of India's publicity, past and present, in the United

tates. I will alsoc refer to some of the misconceptions that seem
to be prevelent these days 1in Indias.,

I restrict myself to the United States, because I know some-
thiang about this country, and becasuse it is about the most impor -
tant country 1in the world today. Until rocently, our eyes were
always turned toward Great DBritain, but today 1t is more important
that the aspirations of the Indian people be correctly understood
by Americans than Englishmen, Russilans, or any other people.

I assume that the Dritish newspapers, even now, carry more
news about Indla than American papers do. I read at least one
London newspapef every day. It 1s worth while reading London
newspapers now because one can get them here the morning after
they are published. I think America and Great Britaln are the
only two countries that carry freguent stories about Ind;ae

American newspapers, espéci&lly those having their own rep-
resentatives in India, do give:a falr amount cof coverage to events
in India. |

I know that visiting Indlens in this country are greatly dis-
appointed and very much annoyed to see that so 1ittle about India

appéars in the American press. It is natural that they would feel
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that way. After all, many of them fly from India to New York

in three, or four days. Only four days earlier, they were read-
ing practically nothing but Indian news in Indian newspapers.
Then suddenly, they are transplanted into a country where Indla
is rarely on the front page. Subconscilously they expect the New

York Times to be like the Hindustan Times of New Delhi, or the

New York Herald Tribune to be like the ader of Allahabad. This

is of course unreasonabls. I think that careful anslysils would
show that Indla, on the whole, getsa fair break in American
newspapers, magazines, radio and television.

There 1s one thing that critics of Americae must understand.

Tt is that not India alone, but the whole world wants to be men-
tiloned, talked about and written up in America. The Venezuelans,
Greeks, Turks, Belglans, Chilnese and the Indonesians want -- and are
entitled to -~ thelr share of attention. Everyone particularfy
wants his story to appear 1in the New York press, and more especi-
ally in the two leading morning newspapers, the New York Times and
the New York Herald Tribune. Now, how are these newspapers going
to satisfy this worid demand? All they can do 1s to print stories
from all parts of the world on as fair a basis as possible. Of
gourse, any newsworthy story which helps to sell the newspapers gets
precedence over anything else. That 1s true of the press all over
the world. :

I recali an incident; I think in 1942, some time after the
arrest of the Indian leaders, when a real "Iron Curtain" -- and
perhaps the first "Iron Curtain" -- wasbdrawn between India and

the United States of Americs, and when we, that is, my colleagues



ﬁnd I in the India League of America, somehow managed to get
’news from India which we tried to get published in this country.
(Incidentally, the British Embassy and British Consulates in the
United States whilch at that tlme were zealously engaged in carry-
ing on anti-Indlan propaganda and were trylng to combat our ef-
forts, used to be staggered at some of the news we got from India
desplte the strict censorship. Do you know how we secured some
of thils important news? We would get American soldiers to send
us clippings and other material in their letters to thils country.
Amerlcan soldlers' letters were handled by the American Army Post
Office and were not subject to censorship by the British.)
Reverting back to the incident which I wanted to gquote ab?ve,

this 1is what happened. We had sent a news atory, which we had
managed to recelve by these devious methods, to the New York
Times and felt that the story was lmportant and timely enough

to be published. But the New York Times did not print it. Well,
I was quite mad. I called up Arthur H. Sulzberger, the publisher
of the New York Times, whom I had met several times before, to
meke an appointment for the intended protest. Mr, Sulzberger

was out-of»chn,\but hils secretary suggésted that I see Mr.
Nicholas Rodéevelt, a distaﬁt relative of President Roosevelt

who was then the administrative assistant to Mr. Sulzberger.

I saw Mp. Roosevelt the same afternoon. After he had heard

‘my complaint, he saild, "Mr. Singh, do you think we keep news

about India out of our paper because we do not want to print




India news? Do you thinl: we are prejudiced against India?
Do you thinlk the British run this newspaper?” Then Mr. Roose-
velt made most emphatic denisls to all these guestions and led
me down o the Forelgn Cable Desk where all foreign news 1s
received. He aslhed the editor in charge to show us the cables
that had been reccived that very mornlng, and how much of that
materlal was being used. The editor of the Foreign Cable Desk
showed us that more than half of the cabled materlal recelved
was belng thrown into the waste psper basket ~- thils meant thous-
ands and thousands ol words.

lIr. Roosevelt looked at me and said, "Mr. Singh, ninety per
cent of these cables are from our own correspondents, who arc
wall paid and have liberal expensec accounts, and the cable charges
for all these stories were borne by us. These are noll nows égen—
cy stories. We just cannot print all we get. There is a shor-
tage of paper, as you know.' Then Mr. Roosevelt added, "Now
do you belleve me when Iksay that therc¢ 13 no guestion of preju-
dice, there is no question of bias? It is just a quesiion of
not being able to e everything we recelve.”

I have had similar cxpericnces with other publishers, and
I, for one, am convinced that there is no bias, no prejudice, and
no desir; to kill Indianistories in most of the American press.

Reccntly, large numbers of visitors from India have said to
'S witb great concern,/"mr. Singh, what is wrong with the Amer-
ican press? Why is the Aﬁerican press against India? Why are

the American people against India?” Why is the American Government

against India?"
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let me categorleally state that the Amerlcan press 1s not
againgt India, the American people are not against India, and
the Amerlcan Government is not against India.

Bver since the Xeshmir question was brought before the
United Nations, many sditorials have been written in the Indian
press, more or less suggesting that India was completely friend-
less 1In thls wide world. Others have suggested that an Anglo-
American bloc 1s beling created to crush Indis economically,
politically and otherwise. That 1s just bunk! I do not know
of any Anglo-American bloc in this country which is out to crush
Indla. And I make bold to state that if there were any such
moves afoot in this country, my colleagues and I would know be-
fore elther the Government of India, or the Government of India's
representatives In this country. This is a bold st&tembnt to make.
But you should know that we are constantly in touch with %ll kinds
of people and especially with people "behind the ‘Suenes'. These
people we have known for years and years. They are our friends.
They trust us and we trust them. It is one thing to meet a per-
son once, or twice, and shake hands - ag a visitor or even an Am-
bagsador does, and it is another thing to know a person. We
know people in this country.

As a result of our knowledge, let me restate that the Gov-
erament of the United States is not against India. The American
press 1s not against India. And there is no Anglo-American bloc,
as of today, working agsinst India,

| Though I do not wish to talk about the Kﬁshmir dispute and

the way it was handled before the Security Council, I do wish to
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ridiculous. Do not forget that there are about sixty ambassa-
dors in Washlngton, representing different countries.

I think we should not show any immodest and undue haste in
trying to publicize India in this country. I think we should go
gbout 1t in a dignified and systematic manne..

Tt will take us years and years to undo about a hundred
years of anti-Indian propaganda that had been cerried on in this
country by the British imperialists right up t> the time when
the Churcnill Government was overthrown by the present British
Labor Government.

There 1s no doubt in my mind that much misinformation has
becn spread by the British. ©Not yesterday, not ten or even
twenty years ago, but perhaps fifty or sixty years ago, a smart
Englishmen, one with forcsight, sitting in England sald to him-
self that some day England will have to justify to .an awakened
world her subjugation of the people of India and her continued
rule of them. And this Englishmen set the machinery in motion.
He started subtle propaganda against the people of Incia through
means which, to an averapge readér, appeared to be ordinary, un-
biased and factual newspaper reporting. As we all know, the
Britlish, through the Reuters News Agency, have had untll recent-
ly, a strangle-hold on iacoming‘and outgoing news in Indis.
Therefore, it was within their ﬁawer to send out exactly the kind
of Indlan news tﬁéy~wantéd.‘ They kept on, year 1n and year out,
telling the wprldrthat;fhere were different factions in India,
ktha; there were déép—rooted religious animosiﬁies, that there

were the miserable Untouchables, that there were the Mahara jahs
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with their fabulous wealth and scores of wives or concubines,
that if the British were not there, the Hindus and Moslems would
massacre each other %_ and so on and so forth. The "misinforma-
tion", no doubt, was spread by the British.

However, some way should hgwve been found to counteract
this kind of vicious propsganda, but prac%ically nothling was
dene., The fact 1s that Indlan leaders are partly to be blamed
for the lgnorance of the Americans.

Let me glve you & few facts and figures:

Before the Second World War, hardly any Indian businessmen,
tourists, political leaders, or students, ever came to the Unilted
States. Few gtudents came because they found living expenscs
Yoo high. The tourists also found America a little too expen-
glve and a little too far. Our political leaders considered it
more essential to visit England to confer with important British-
ers. The buslness men had more business relations with England
than with the United 3tates of America. Before the last war,
England was the ''mecca" of Indians of all types, but unfortunate-~
ly few came to this country. 3So, Indla's contacts with the
United 3tates were few and insignificant.

wWith regard to Isdians living in the United States, at no
time have there been more than 6,000. (The first "immigrant"
came 1n 1899. Until 1907, there was very little ilmmigration from
India. In 1907, lO?Q‘CQQB in -- most of them from Candda.) The
figure today 1s in the vicinity of 4,000,

Almost'QS% of~fhe 4,000 odd Indians are illiterate. There
are about 3,000 on the Pacific Coast (2,000 Sikhs, 1,000 Moslems

and Hindus), mostly famgmers (some of them very well-to-do). Then
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we have about 500 in Greater New York, which includes DBrooklyn
and parts of New Jersey, mest of whom work in factories, restau-
rants, or garages (large numbers of them are lascars who jumped
ships). And there are about 300 in Detroit, Michigan, most of
whom work in sautomobile factories. There are not more than 20 to
40 Indian businessmen in the whole of the United States. We

have a few swamls, and we used to have & few professional lec-
turers and writers. (Recently, several humdred Indian students
and & score, or more, Of business men have come.)

Everyone has to earn his living, which means that besides
the professional lecturers and writers (I am referring to those
who had to earn thelr living by writing and lecturing on Indla
and who now have Government jobs) there are not many among us
who can afford to devote time or energy toward educating the
Amcrican public. There is not a single Indian who is a news-
paper publisher, radio commentator, or columnist. a

We were not eligible for citizenship until the passage 1in
1946 of the India Immigration and Naturalization Bill which was
introduced and piloted to the statute books by the India League
of Amecrica. Therefore, we did not have any voting power and so
did not have any Congressmen, or Senators, whom we could approach
for support of our cause.

In short, there are only & handful of Indians in this coun-
try, an& they do not hold positions which enable them to make
much of a dent on 140 million Americans.

 In my humble opinion, the job of removing the misinformation
and ignorance righly belonged to the Government of India -- as
in the case of other countries, or to the Indian National Con-

gress which was the chief‘spokesman for India's independence.
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But the old "Government of Indis' was not the Government
of thg people of India. Quite the contrary. The then Govern-
ment of India (in the past I have always referred to 1t as the
"British" Government of India), spent its resources in carrying
on anti-Indian propaganda.

And the Indian National Congress never considered 1t impor -
tant to educate the American pecople -~ or anyone c¢lse outside
Indie. As I understand it, the Indian National Congress, per-
haps rightly, had salWays maintained that its cenergies should
necessarily be concentrated in India Dbecause the freedom of
India had to be won from within Indls and by the Indians, and
not by the help of America, or any other foreign country.

As long as we did not do anything to keep the Americans
informed about the true state of affairs in Indla, why should.
we get so angry and disturbed when we find them so 1ll-informed?
We cannot have our cake and cat it too. 1India decided not to
carry on any kind of political or educational propaganda out-
gside India. If the results are not guite palatable, why blame
the Americans, or others?

If we had made any effort to "sell" our side of the story
to the Amerlcan people, and 1if they had decided to accept the
British version and not ours, then we would have a just cause
for complaint -- but not when we did not think it worth our
while, or 1m§5rtant enough, to bother about what Americans thought.

But Americans must be blamed too. They must be blamed for
having swallowed the British propaganda.

Becauée, as a great power and as leaders of the world, it
was their duty to sift into the Indian situation. And as a

pcople believing in the principles of democracy, however
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difficult and complicated the Indian problem might have appeared
to them, they gshould not heave neglceted 1t.

Here are my conclusions:

A. The "misinformation" about India, the "ignorance"
about India which has existed 1in the past and still exlsts, 1s
very largely due to the past anti-Indian propaganda by the British.

B. The Indien leaders, preoccupled with the heroic fight
against foreign rule, were uneble to counteract thils poilsonous
propaganda.

C. The nationals of India living in thc Unlted States
werc not by themselves strong enough to influence American opin-
lon. Parenthetically, I may mention here that betwecn 1942
and 1945 when our leaders were in jall and when the voilce of
India had been throttled, a small band of Indians here, against
grecat odds, kept the flag of India's freedom flying in this “
country.”

D. Offlcial anti-Indian propaganda by the British has been
stopped in this country, though there arc still personal preju-
diccs against India among indlvidual Britishers in the British
Information Services, British Consulates and British Embassy.

And when news of the disorders between Hindus and Moslems ape

reported in the press, they always say, 'We told you so". But
these people arc not the ”p@licy makers”. They express their

views only in e o0 capacity.

E. There are no Indians employed by the British Information
Services, or any othef British agencies in the United States.

\As a matter ofkfa¢t§ the;British Information Services never had

any Indian opeﬁiy employed by them., Yes, there were two, or




-12 -

three, who "operated" through the British InformationFServices,\
butl they were never on its payroll.

F. The American peoplc, the American press, the Americen
Government, ell of them are sincercly desirous of learning about
India and understanding India.

G. Lerge numbers of American people have becn disgusted
with our communal riotlings, but by and large, thc American people
fecl that a too hasty judgment of free India should not be made.

H. Thé Government of India rveprescntatives 1n this country
have a job to perform. The task is not easy. It will take tlme
to make friends. Do not ¢xpeet miracles. Slowly, and gradually,
the star of India will shinc in all its glory all over the world.
J. J. Singh

14 East 56th Street,
icw York, N. Y. N

Septomber 10, 1G48.
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Sugtion &,

vaotion 1.

Ssgtion 2.

ARFICLE 113
VOTING

AlL memberys of ihe «gagsuse sbkuall vote by well ballot for
the &xegutlve Vowulttes as srovided la Artlele IV, Seetlon
1, All meubers whose dues are not over HWo :aontlus in
arrears und wWoo nave Loen wesbers at loast tlaree wmontlis
prior to eleviioa sumll be qualifled to voise

Any £ifteon mewbers wmay by petltion submit e provositlion
to the xeoutive Commitise which, 1! vejocted, shall be
gubmitted upon ihe request ol the petitioners, to the
general meatership for a voue by .mil, 4 aajoriiy of
those votles received withila thlyty days of the wwelling
of the ballots suull detoriine wiie Yusgtion, provided
that retuiras areregelved from at lewav ong=third of

the membars, '

ARTLIOLE IV

ahddal KL AQGTLON

The Annual Elueocilon ahall take place in whe moath of
Mareh of eush yeur,; st whiloh viwe he weansers singll
eleat Ly uell ballotl one=half of the mewbsrs ol lie
ixeoutlve vommibltes, wiloh snall nwaber rifteen und
waoge mexbera slall serve termy of ©Two yeurs wad who
gnall be realdents oif lne erea avoessiole Lo Jatlounal

. HeadqQuartera; and also one=half of the mewmbera 0f ihs

 National Advisory Comuititee, whose number shall not
exceed rlilty, and whoae mesbers shall alsoe serve tuvas
or two yaara.ﬁ
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TO: Members of the Executive Com?;ttee

-Dear Colleague:

First, I wish to give you the good news that ars. Eleanor
Roosevelt has accepted our invitation to become an
honorary President of the India iLeague.

Second, 1 want to write to you about the question of
my continuing as President of the League.

It will ve recalled that at the time of the annual
elections in 1951, both Dick Walsh and I served notice
that we would resign from our respective offices in
1952. The reason why we gave such a long notice was
~that we were hopeful that the members of the Committee
would give this matter serious consideration and find
others to replace us.

As you know, I was away from this country from

October 1951 to April 1952. Upon my return, L was

guite disturbed to find that no one had been considered
seriously for the Presidency and Chalirmanship of the
Executive Committee., So once again, both of us emphati-
cally re-stated our desire to resign.

It was only then that others were approached, such as
Dorothy iorman and Louls Fischer. Unfortunately, both
of them declined to take this responsibility. 4and,

let this fact be recognized, that the Presidency and
the Chairmanship of the Executive Committee do entail
a good deal of responsibility.

411 through 1952 Dick Walsh and I have carried on as
Wcaretaker” officers, hoping against hope that new
people will come forward to take up these offices.

Well, it has not happened. And I do not have the heart
to just walk out with no assurance that the India League
will ev continue to remain in existence. after all,

~ _is is my baby. I nursed the League from
nbers to what it is today. Every one of
the American“embers of the Executive Committee was
pbrought in b ‘e, and the same is true of practically all
of the nmerican members of the dational Aivisory Board.

So, I have no alternative but to accept the recomnendation
of the Special Nominating Committee that "sr. J. J. Singh
be urged to reconsider and to accept election as
President for another year."
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However, I must make a few points clear: as I have
repeatedly stated at all meetings, my colleagues should
not expect the same zeal and energetic work from me from
now on. UHor should they expect the kind of financial
assistance I was able to give the League in the past.

Also, let it be recognized that until and unless some-
thing big happens, and we can involve new people and
new interests who may bring in substantial financial
support for the League, the League must lie low and
pare its expenses down to the very bone, and not indulge
in any dreams of grandeur or big work.

I know that in the past, some members have suggested

that 1f the League had a "program", it could raise

funds. The members know that we requested all the
members of the Executive Committee to make their suggestions
as to what kind of program the League should have. We
had all kinds of statements and suggestions, but nothing
resulted in getting funds. I have, as yet, to hear a
member say, %This is a good program and if we ﬁdopt this
program, I will go and get the necessary funds¥, I would,
in fact, welcome any program, big or small, for the
League, provided the person who suggests the program

also takes upon himself to raise the necessary funds to
carry out such a program.

If any of the members of the £Zxecutive Committee would
feel that in view of this, they are wasting thelr time
~in the India League, and would like to resign froam the
Executive Committee, frankly, 1 would not have the heart
to ask them to continue. In the past, whenever anyone
wanted to resign, 4 begged them and cajoled them to

stay on because we were active 1n performing very useful
functions. Now, mostly because of the lack of finances,
we have to lie low, and that is very frustrating.

Whether or not the League does big work, kr. Rakhit and

I have to continue on., With us it is an emotional tie
that cannot be severed easlly. We will continue to plug
along and go with hat in hand and beg for financial
assistance, as we did last month when our finances were

so low that there was a question in my mind whether or not
we could keep the doors of the League open.

This is a sad story and I feel very dejected, but facts
have to be faced. I would like to hear from you, and
please be very frank in your answer.

Sincerely,

14 East 56th Street L g Singx‘\) >
New York 22, New York




The follbwing is the full text of the speech delivered by lrs. Vijayalakshmi
Pandit, leader of the Indian Delegation, at the General Assembly of the United

Nations, on Friday, October 25, 1946:

Mr. President and fellow delegates -

I stand before this great assembly - unique in the annals of humen
history where representatives of freedom-loving countries of the world are
gathered together, not only to proclaim the adheremce of my country to the
principles and purposes of the United Nations Organisetion embodied in its
Charter, but the determination of our people to help to make it & feality.

We in Indie have pursued steadfastly, often at great cost, the -
goal of the freedom of peoples to which this great organisation is dedi-
cated. We have yet to achieve our independence but we have travelled so
far glong the road of freedom that today, for the first time, India‘s
delegate to an international assembly is briefed and accredited by a
National Goverzment, and speags with a full sense of responsibility and
. authority vested in that government by the confidencs and sanctions of
our péeople.

The head of our national government and our Minister for foreign
- affairs, Jawaharlal Nehru, has proclaimed our stand in relation to the

United Natiomns Orgénisation = in these words -

“Toﬁards thé United Nations Organisation, India's attitude is
ﬁh&%§~hearted cooperation and unreserved adherence in both spirit and
letter fo the Charter:governing it ~ to that end Indie will participate
fuliyiih its varied activities and en§eavour and assume that rdle in its
councils to‘whféh her‘geographical position, population and contribution
towards peacéfﬁl.progiess entitle her - in particular, the Indien dele-

gatidn will make it‘clear that India stands for the independence of all



colonial and dependent peoples and their full right to self-determination.”

India does not yet play a suificiently effective part in this

asgembly. She desires and intends to do so. 4s a majo; country, geograph;;-
aily in & strategic position in the Indien Ocean, with a;gnificant relations
and cultural ties with her neighbors in Asia, the contribution she has made
in resistance to aggression and the cause of humen freedom and her role in
world economy entitle her to a place in the important orgams of the United
Nations Organisation. I would mention the Security and Trusteseship Councils
and an adequate share in the administration of the organisation., We are con-
fident that this Assembly will rea&ily recognise and respond adequately to
these desires,

Hitherto as & dependent country, our relations with the rest of the
world were perforce not of our choice or msking. Today the Government of
India has announced the outlines of an independent foreign policy. We believe
that peace and freedom are indivisible and the denial of freedom anywhere
must lead to conflict and war. We repudiate utterly the Nazl doctrine of
racialism wheresqgever and in whatever form it mey be practised. We seek no
dominion over others - we claim no privileged position over other peoples,
but we do claim equal and honourable treatment for our people wherever they .

=

maysgo and we cannot accept any discrimination against them."

'Wa'héve‘for this reason and as a demonstration that we look to the
United Naiions;fb implement in practice the principles and basis of civilized
life which has been embodied in the Charter, brought before this Assembly

the trééfﬁénfTQf indiana‘in the Unioﬁ of South Africa, a Member State and a

signatory to tpe‘Chartef.



The issue is one where we have appealed to world public opinion
end to this tribunal - the Unit;éﬁ: :Nations. ﬁe could do no better, and we
could do no less. The way this Assembly treats and disposes this issue is
open %0 the gaze not only of those gathered here but to millioms im the
world - the progressive peoples of ell countries, mors particularly the
non~EBuropean peoples of the world - who, let it not be forgottem, are an
overwhelming section of the human race.

The issus we have brougﬁt before you is by no means & narrow
or local onse, nor caﬁ we accept any contention that a gross and continuing
outrege of this kind against the fundamental princ’iples of the Charter can
be claimed by anyone and least of all by a member State, to be a matter
of no concerxi to this Assembly of the world's peoples.

The bitter memories of raclal doctrines in the practice of
States and Governments are still fresh in the minds of all of us. Thelr
evil ana‘tragic conseciuences are part of the problems with which we are
called upon to deal with on our agenda.

India firmly believes that imperialism, political economic or .
sociel and in matéver part of the world it may exist and by whosoever it
may be establishe end pérpetuated, 1s totally inconsistent with the
objects and pi;fposea of the United. N’a.tions, and of its Charter. The
sufferings, the frustration, the violation of human dignity and the chal-
lenge to world pga,ce; fre’}edom‘ and secu:ri‘ty that Emi)ire represents must be
one of the pri‘me :@#‘qems of this'parl\\ia;.ment of the world's people. Mil-
lions look to uks\i‘t‘.o‘ resist and. end imperialism in all its forms, even as

they rely upon ﬁ‘s to crush the last vestiges of fascism and nazism,
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India holds that the independence of all colonial peoples 1s the
vital concern of freedo,m-loving peoples everywhere. She looks with confi-
dence to the United Na%ions to‘ give to the exploitéd millions of the world
faith and hope and the promise that their liberation is at hand.

India is concerned about the use of armed power of member States
for purposes other than preventing aggression on behalf of the United Nations.

The use of troops agalnst the national aspirations of people for
the protection of Imperisl vested interests and virtuslly as armies of
occupation threatening both weaker peoples and world peace as & whole, éall
for unreserved condemmation by the United Nations ~ and for the démand that
all such troops shall be withdrawn, - |

The Assembly is no doubt aware of the strength and unity of feel-
. ing in India on the use of Indian troops in Indonesia and elsewhere. Surely
with the Great War ended in victory for freedom, it is time to end these
lesser wars waged for Empirs.

Another question on whiqh India will place its considered vlews

before this Assembly is the much &iscussed question of what is called the

veto. Ho onse will lay at India's door the charge that she is oblivious or
unconcerned abcutthe rights of weaker and smaller nations. No one can
say of her that she would willingly:a;:cept the dictation of stronger

~ Powers just because ‘tﬁey:a.re s‘trong:-r but we are here as a country first
ami foremost to help the Uniféd Nations Organisation to establish itself
in strength so that"itin/ig‘ht implemé;lt the purposes which we all have at
he’art.\ The unity 6f“'th"e"‘g‘i"egt pbwefa is imperative for this purpose.

We approach this question of the veto with an earnest anxiety



to help meintein and strengthen the machinery of collectivs organisation'
of peace and security for all., We would protest as sharply as anyone the
abuse of the veto és of apy other power. I would myself prefer %o look
upon the so~called veto in a positive way and as the necessary device for
securing that vital decisions by the Great Powers rest on unanimity and
not in disregard of the total opposition to any proposal by one of them.
The Secretary-General's report on thé work of the Organisation
proclaims the enormity of the tasks which face us. We feel bound to
express our regret that none of the major political issues examined by
the S_ecurity Council, with the exception of the Syrian and Lebanese
questions, have been satisfactorily or conclusively disposed of, We
equally express our regrst that not all mandatory powers have offered
to place territories for which they hold mandates under United Nations'
trusteeship. We are gravely concerned that the Union of South Africa
has proposed that the mandated territory of South West Africa should be
incorporated with it.

I a.m,sure this Assembly will permit me to say a word expressing

oy ognyhopes and those of my oou.ntry about the greafei' participation of
women. Indian women are no;: ﬁaking part in all nation-building activities.
‘ We do not recqglise‘ ‘caéfe, creed or sex as a barrier to progress and our
women have ,equali’ty of opportunity ﬂth men. Two of our leading women
have already taken a.vgilorthy part 111‘: Committees connected with the United
Nations Organisation. "Bel‘iew‘dng as-.‘{we do that in building the future the
effort and responsibivlity‘mét bg shared jointly by men a;id women, we

earnestly hope that women of all countries will have the occasion to




participate more fully with men in all departments of life, including the
work of this Assembly, thus helplng to create a better and more balanqed
world.

We move, in spite of difficulties, toward a closer cooperation
and the bullding of a world commonﬁealth. Let us do this with mors
deliberation and speed. The peoples of the world are well awars of our
sentiments and look with expectation to their fulfilment. Let us recognise
that human emotions and the meeds of the world will not wait for an indef-
inite period. To this end let us direct our energies and remind ourselves

that in our unity of purpose and action lies the hope of the world.

W
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Madeame VWA YR *P= pandit V

Hampshire House
New York City

MY WARM CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR SUPERB SPEECH TO UN YESTERDAY. WOULD LIKE VERY
MUCH TO HAVE COPY OF FULL TEXT AND TO TALK WIH YOU SOON. WISH TO DO SPECIAL
SYNDICATED COLUMN ON THE FIGHT YOU ARE LEADING. WARMEST PERSONAL RIEGARDS IN

WHICH MRS. WHITE JOINS ME.

Welter White
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' MME, FANDIT, WALTER
. .~ WHITE SPEAK AT
: NEW YORK RALLY November 27, 1946

New York, Nov 27th--Making one of the rare public appearances
that her dutles as head of the Indian delegation to the United Nations
germit Mrs, Vijaya L, Pandit, talented sister eof the briliiant Jawahar-

a2l Nehru, spoke last Bunday at the Golden Gate Ballroom here, Sharing
the platform with Mrs, Pandit was Walter White, NAACP gecrétarye. The
meoting, under .the auspices of the New York Branch NAACP, olimaxed the
Gotham drive.for 10,000 new members. -

Bt TR RO e,

Mrs. Pandit, acclaimed one of her country's great leaders as well
as among the worldls truly beautiful women, hes recently been making
headlines because of her frequent sharp clashes at Lake Suococess, Long
Island, where the United Nations General Assembly is convening, with
Gene Jan Christian Smuts and other members of the delegation from the
Union of Bouth Africa which arbitrarily demands annexation of Southwest

(Continued)




Press Rlease, Nov 27 “3e
Africe, a source of much mineral and material wealth.

Her consistent championing of the rights of colored psesoplss in
general and of Indians speocifiocally hae moulded a career of extreme in-
terest. Born into luxury forty-six years ago as a daughter of one of
Indiels moet powerful lawyers, she nevertheless has devoted her 1life to
the erduous and sometimes thankless task of seeking Indials freedon
through work with the Congrees party. Twice, in 1930 and again in 1932,
she was jalled by the British for her activity. Yet in 1937 she emerged
as the first woman Cabinet minister when the Congress party formed a
government in the United Provinces, and now she 18 the first and only
woman to head a delegation to the United Nations General Assembly. Lest
year she made an extenslve tour of the United States pleading the cause
of Indian independence.




Tecemnber
. gth
1946

Dear Ur. liehru:

I am teking advantage of your distinguished
sister's kindness to send yvyou on her return to India
tomorrow this personal note of grecting. I am sure
you already know that all my associates join me in
forming a part of your large nunber of adunirers.

e follow with deep syumpathy and zive whatever ald
we can towards the gellant struggle of the people
of India and thelr long deferrcd frecdoi.

I do hope you will scon bue coming to JAuerica.
Ags a matter of fact, your sister has uade so dis-
tinguished a record here in her Tight sasainst annex-
ation of Southwest Africa by the Union of Scuth
Africa as well as for racial equality in the United
Nations that it will be necessary for you to coue
to preserve your laurels.

A few days ago I was honored to share the
platform at a neeting in Harlem of the NAACP with
liadame Pendit and also to introduce her. To the
sausencnat of herself und her daughters, I reversed
the usual procedure of introcducing her as your sister.

Seriously though, she has done a nagnificent
Job and we rcegret to see her leave. That regret is
greatly tewpcercd by the exciting news that she nmay
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return soopn as Jubassador.

With warn personal greetings, I am

Ever sincerely,

Secretarys

Honorable Pandit Jawaharlsl Nehru

Y ;
LER? ] : m‘




Decenber
30th
1948

Deur :iss Buek:

ftould it be possible for you to permit ilrs.
Jopyy Cannon and me to taelk with you briefly sone
tine after Jenuary 6th about an article we are
wuriting Jolntly on Madame Pandit? e plsn to
write of her not so wmuch as an individual but as
a syabol of the. aweskening of the women o Asia.

In talking with Hademe Pandit recently, she
nade sn obscrvation which stortled snd interested
use. MNauely--that with all the telk about the sube-
Jection of women in Asia, few people in Iddia
thought it at all unusual that wonen shouwld part-
ioipate on a basis of sbsolute equality with men
in the struggle for freedow and In the delibers~
tlons and activities of the .lle=India Nationalist
Congress. This was exceedingly interesting in
that it isg still a natter of considersble news
value vhen a woman is elected to Congress or
Parlianent or given a Cabinet post. Llirs. Cannon
end I wunt to tslk with you becuuse you can help
us enornously in getting the proper perspective
end information on this snd other phases of the
article as we now see it.

o

Perhaps the three of us ocould have luncheon

'together.f

~ Ever sincerely,

Secretary.

e T
bilep Dad i
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Auust 14, 1947

Gentleuen:

I au profoundly Sorry it will be iiie
possible for me to set bael: to ilew Yorl in tiuc
to participate in the ecelebration o <Uust 15¢h
upon the occasion of the cranchiy: of frecdon to
India. :

This 1s one of tlie historie occasions of
modern tiwe and ihat Las been uclicved today in
the face of almost insuperable obotaclog CLuuot

fall to have profound efievet unon vhe future or
uwankind.! Not only does it mapi: the begddn: of
the end

£ imperialicn and coloniulisiy wiich eV -
thae Dutch wilf be forced to recornige in lidonceia,
but the event will have lacstin: effect upon the
attitude of white towards non-whitec races and none
white towardswhito, This in tupg ray prevent
bitternesas which could result in bloodihod, sube
Stituting therefop mutual respoct aony ali the
peoples of the earth,

/ But the job is far fron bedn coizplete,
1o avert catastrophe we st continue ocur cifort
until not only the half blllion peoples of India
have gained their £ reedon but al.g the other .
peoples of Asia, ifrica and the Jestern lorld, !

On behalf of the Lational issociatilon
Tor the Advanceuecit of Colorud rceople we have
cabled liesars, Gandhi and Hehiru our con:ratulge
tions which we want to share with you., To the
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preat Mahatwa Gandhi we have saids

"Po vou who despite opposition of
every variety have led India to her
freedon, we sond you our sincerest
congravulations,"

To the brilliant Jawsbarlal Hehru we have cabled:

Mlesroes and whitesof Aucricc united

in Hational Associction for the Advancee ;
uent of Colored People send their wanmaect
coagratulations to India on attainment

of her freadon,®

[}

Lver sincerely,

(43 ey
u@crutdf‘y,

India League of finerica
L0 Lavt &9 Strecet
Hew York, Ne Yo

ww/ndj




August 14, 1947

Gentlenen?

I an profoundly sorry Iv will be ine-
possible for ne to get back to ilow Yorl: iu tiuc
to participate in the celebration oi Jurust 15clh
upon the occasion of the prauting of frecdon te
Indiaa

This 1s one oi the historic occusions ol
mnodern time and vhat has been achidcved today in
the face of almost insuperable obotacles caauot

fall to have profound efiect upon vhe future of
mankind.! Not only does it wmari the beplwdng of
the end of dumperialisi and colonialisi which even -

the Dutch will be forced to rocognize in Indoncela,
but the event will have lasting effect upon the '
attitude of white towards non-white races and non-
white towardswhite, This in tura nay prevent
bitterness which could result in bloodshoed, sube
stituting therefor uutual respoct anony ali the
peoples of the carth.

| But the job is far frou bein: coupletes
To avert catastrophe we must continue our effort
until not only the half billion peoples of India
have rained their £ reedou but 11uo the other © ~

peoples of.Asia, Afrlca and the Jestern lorlde j

Q behalf of the lational Association
.t of Coloxed Tuople we have
andhi and Nehiu our congratula-
h we want to ahare With vyou, o the




23rd
Octobeyr
1947

Dear Medams Pandit:d

Here 18 copy of the letter which T
sent to President Truman which T promlsed
to send to you,

I would liks very much indsed to have
your comments and criticisms either officlal
or confidential., As you well know, what I
am deeply interested In %s doiny what L can
for India, I most certuinly would not want
to see any ald given to which strings would
be attached which would 1limit the right of
free action by India, :

That was an excellent speech you made
Ssturday at the Foreign Policy Association
luncheon, Don't forgst to have one of your
secrotarles send me copy of it and the cables
which you offered to let lrs, Cannon and ue
860,

Evpr,sincersly

Seerstary




HATIONAL OPPICERS

Pyesidoss
Asther B, Spingem
Chesramas of she Bosod
Br. Louls T. Weight
sessmg Chsirman of the Bosd
es §. Tomay
Vice-Presidonss
Basy Msised Bsthuae
Nosale H. Busroughe
Gedirey lowell Cobed
Hem. Arthwe Copper

lw A. Cleyten Powsll
A, Philis Bondelph
Qoweold Gordsea Yillard
Treasurev
Mary Whits Ovinglon
Asssstens Teeaiwrsr
Dr. Allen ¥elght

k3

A

- thr
_heartening to the ncw Uovcrnhgnt>.
it would huve a oSt beneoficial eitect
ithrou*kout Asla.
_a union orf Hindustan u“d Peiristzn into &

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE

ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE

20 WEST 40TH STREET. NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

LONGACRE 3-6880

Official Organ: The Crisis

Honorable Harry <, Truman
President of the United Stutes
white louse
Vaghilington, D. C.
L.y deanwr Lr, Fresident:

I heve reud
ginression or beat
doniinions, India

because it id
wrobable, that the D
lndlu Tay plu‘ & CONg

I would 1lile
considerstion.

piler the

1/ sovernnient Lo

it 0f a sound cconony

nu: natlona; dbp*h@cnt CL o coursc,

2 Indld nd Palistaa,
-

rosonrces
Suailst

; recognlzad that this
A ncw depurture in diplonicey,

turc of good will night Dossibiy
_valuable coff.octs HMrst,

Third, 1t night sneeqd

31n le und stto 0nier nation.

nn»addxtlonul

that the efrorts now being nade by

and tho Ueste
to malc

4]

1t send the Secretary

in the
uvon the

EXECUTIVE OPFICERS

Welter White Socvetory
Reoy: Wilkins Assistent Secvaters

: Bditor; Tho Crises
Medisea S, Jonss, .

& Adwmisirtrasivs Assirtons
Thurgeed Maemnhall
Specisd Conaial

Rebest L.  Carder

Moslan Wynn Patry

Fronklln H. Willioms
Edwurd B. Dudley (o3 leave)
Astiztant Specisd Coomiel

" beslie §. Pcﬁy Adminittrative Assistons

Washisgsos Bavoas

¥w. & 8. Du Bals
Dirgstae, Special Reseozcly
Daloy E. Lompkin Piold Secvesory

Gloster B, Cwsrond
- Dirscsor of Braschos
Donald Jenes
teRoy E. Carar
Bufue W. Smith
Assissans Fisld Socrosarios
N, W, Golfin
W 65t Coass Regionad Socrotary
chlllc Sleck MMemsborsbip Socrstery
Buby Husley Youstd Secsosary
Jesze ©. Dedman, )
Sacratery, Vastevans’ Affases
Oliver W. Neminglon
Divocsar, Public Relssions

Clarerce . BAlichell, J¢
Lebor Soprssavy

01
,111d

vould be &
but such
hove
it would
second,

be

i8]

possible benerllt would be
snother



¢ to inilusence the gcvernrecnts ol _.siw Lould be o-riet [0
uctlcﬂl denoastrotiol that the United stotes iz 2esirous of
l“Lh_ the ne.. nations withwur thoughv cy politiccl or otiel
roadizenisat to 1tselr, '

e

('; G =0

T the ovent tret Generel lworshicll's other dutiles n.ie it
irrossible fow him to S0 to India of i zorly dute, L would lile
to ke the alterustive suoubstlon that & spull bul very dic-
tinsuishod economic mission be sent to Imdic, 1 twink it ikt
be vzcstadingly valucble 1r a merber ol such a rission, =zay ol
three, ere & distinguished saierican hejro whose sizin cclor toudd
cleurly inditute hig racicl idsntity. L bszlieve that such ¢
selection vwould do & great dewdl towurd negiting tihe nropaganda
of Jenen during the war and of other nutions since the war buscd
upon lynching and other iorns of racial discrindnstion in the
United States and our country's vote 1n the Lox.hon the bouth cst

ica unneautlon icsue.

I nede a sindlar suggestion in 1942 which dTOUScd conaluc;,olc
enthusiasn in President Roosevelt and Lord Halirfax which wus
vetoed, however, by Lr. Churchill. I belisve the Vendlnb of such
& nission to India to ofrer our help &t this criticul- juncture of
vorld history would have considergble und:heneficial repercussions
in ..sia and in other parts of tlg jorld ‘

\

1 do not need to =dd ir thcre is anj hLLO that 4 cun render

in the ipvlerentation of this uubbc tlon, should you cce Tit to

et uonon it, will be gl dly rendcrcd.‘iﬁ ‘ 9
Ly ‘; . \.‘.'\ N ; Py
f/ Resy rectTully, S
[ b -
3k ! ;’
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PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL
November 17, 1947

Dear Nan:

Here is about the tenth draft of the
letter we discussed which was one of the most
difficult to write I have ever undertaken. Please
look this over with your most critical eye so
that we may discuss it when I see you Tuesday eveninpg
at 6:30 Po M.

That was a beautiful picture of Lchka and
Tara on your birthday. Why didn®t you tell me it was
your blrthday? ,

Incidentally, before you leave the country
I hope you can pay us a visit here at the office
to permit our staff and as many of our Board members
as I can reach to have the privilege of meeting you.
It will be a great privilege to them to know you as
well a8 I have had the privilege of learning to know g
you., It will inevitably increase interest in and
support of India's fight for freedom.

And while I am at the business of making
requests, I would like ever so much to have an
autopraphed picture of yourself to add to a very
distinguished gallery on my wall which includes
Wendell Willkie, General Eisenhower, George Washing-
ton Carver, Governor Hastie, Paul Robeson, Henry
Wallace an&

‘ n'Anderson among others,

Ever sincerely,

 Walker hite,




My dear Pandit Nseshru:

It 1s with considerable diffidence that
I address this communicati~-n to you Ee@aus@lz am reluctand
to interfere in a situatio-n which you as Prime Minister of
India may quite properly consider to be one which 18 not my
gongern. I T am gudlty of bad taste in writing 1%, I sin-
gdrely trust ye@ will attribute ﬁy agtion to & wvery sincere
interest im India,

As yﬁu perhaps know my interest in anéd support of the
gallant struggle you, Mahatma Gandhi and othor leaders mf
tm is not & newly-born one. But that interest has been
greatly increased recently due to my good fortune in msste
ing and talking frequently with your distinguished sister
and in the research which & fellow writer, Mrs. Poppy Cannon,
and I have done in writingz an article for The Readers Digest,
which as you‘know haa the largestfoiroulatian of any magazine
in the world, 1In that article we have sought to point out
the great significance of the job Madame Pandit has done ao
effectively on theﬁSouihwegt‘Arricé‘tssue'and 1nfportrayal of
the role whichyln@@é_maykpqqalbly play as arbiter between
Russlia and‘thelﬁ§s§§#§ *§rld“upoﬁ which the peace of the

From‘tﬁa §5iﬁ£f§f‘viaw of the internal strugsgle now

" going on 1nUIh&§§, if‘wéé,probably wige of you to select

-




8 Muslim aw the first ambassador from Iq§1a to the Unit;%
5tates. But I wish to say with blunt frankness that his im-
pact upon the United Stateés has been less fortunate than would
have been desirable and necessary at t:ls oritiocal stage of
India's nistory. It 48 not that his work has been 8o much
harmful as that it has been negative in cdharagter. India
n>eds now the impact upon the Western World of & positive
charaster who understande the payshology of the Western World,
¥r. Asaf All has not caused that kind of impact to be felt.
I am eertain, as are other American friends of Indie, that he
poggesses abllity far beyond that which he has demonstrated.
But it is India’s loss that ‘there has been no marked demonstrae
tion of that ability/

I truast you will pérmit e to make a further suggestion.
. By}her abilitr, courasé, and personal'charm your sister has
won more fri@nda’gnd oereated more respect for India than any
other representativé of Indla has made to date or who could
influence American opinion with the exception of yourself and
Hahatma Gandhi . I‘knpw‘and respegt your reluctance to appsar
to favor a member of your own fanily. But pleaBe permit me
to be presumptuous onpugh to say that onse who bas exhibited
;he possessiqn_or the varied abllitiaa which are 8o sorely
needed at th;sicr;tioal'stase,or the world's histény should
not be~penalizéd~because through no\fault of yours or hers

happened to bo born a member of the same distlnguished family.

.%o which you balong.




Finally, the United States is &ddi@ﬁeﬁg as you know, to
& passi-n for publisity. Madame Pandit has demonstrated her
ability both in diplomagy and fighting ability to that of any
man, But the fagt that she is a wg@&n would bring to her
appointment as the first woman ambassador to the United States

an infinitely greater opportunity to creste favorable

publicity for India through the press, radio and cinema, than
would be the case with any man except yourselfl and Mahatma
Gandhd .

May I again in closing assure you that the sugzestions
gontained in this letter are born of a very genuine and laste-
1hg goncern for the welle-being of the great nation and people
you represent. I do not mean to imply that American publie
epiniﬁn is the most lmportant faotor in India’s welfare. But
‘I have been gra#ely disturbed, as you have been, by the dis-
orders which have occurred in India recently. Many Americans,
~oth white and Negro, who have ardent advocates of Indian
fre=~dom have been distﬁrbed by the disorders. Not even the
most eloquont'ambaﬁsador ean wholly repair the damage which
has been déne to India's gpod name, But more adequate and
convineing explanatlon of the causes of the preseat difficul-
tieé could béimada:by,ohe more widaely known and more skillful
in appraieing and influencing phblic opinion. I am convinced
as éfa ma@y,other iith whom I have talked that Madame Pandit
ie tne‘lﬁéhl,person to 1nberpret41nd1a to Amsrica and Americe
to India during this crucial period,

Respectfully,



December 9th, 1947

Dear Nans

I have taken the liberty of writing to Pandit
Nehru a letter with respect to yourself, copy of
which I enclose for your information, I am
sending copy of this confidentially to Pearl
Buek and Dick Walsh to ask them if they see fit
to join me,

Our Research Department has begun work on
the guite large task of gathering material on
American public reaction as represented in news
stories, editorials and other ways about the
Southwest Africa, the Union of South Africa and
the other fights which you so brilliantly made
in the UN, Because the material is so volumi=-
nous, it will take about one month to do this
‘job. I shall send this to you by air mail in
Moscow as soon as it iB cOmpleted

Ever sincerely,

- Secretary.
aya ‘Lak.shmi Pandit




