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SMITH COLLEGE
© NORTHAMPTON, MASSACHUSETITS

‘Merch 8tH,1942

Pregidént Franklin Deﬂoosevelt :
 Yhe-White House, ' :
© Waghington,D.C, ‘ .

.

Dea; Mr,rresident~

4 L

-

Last ‘night an Indian friend of mine received & onblegram
from her father in Madras India,that the civil population of thet city is -
now being evacuated, Three years ago my wife and I were guests in this '
Indian home in Madras,Where he is an outstanding leader. ,

Need anyone emphaaize to you the 8ire seriocusness of the o
situation in regerd to India? I have been in that land twice,and vislted .
every part of it,living in ashrams and in palaces of native princes. Three
years ago I went out a3 visiting professor for the Carnegie Indowment and
‘leabured in many of the universities of Ipdis. My wife and I were guests
of Nehrm,with whom I bhed corresponded for years,and We Wers in the homes
of a dozan lesders of the Indian Nationsl oongress.

‘This recent-visit of Chian Kai-shek to Nehru 18 more raa
significant than your visit with Mr,Churchill end what China. and India 4
agree on will influence future millions moxe %han the Atlantic Charter. o
‘*he three hundred end eighty millions of people in Indie are being welded
into & unit &8s the millionsd of China now are, & falsgstep on the part of
the Democracies may spell ruin for the cause we love and which concerns
them as well as it does us.'But the rule of the white man is overe

What 1s happening in Whitehell in :egard to Indie is
far more important than what is happening in Jave.

‘ : Next to her own.Indzan Congress leaders there is no :
i guestion but th&t you &rs the most beloved leader in the minds and hearts '
-4 , of the Indians,and that they still look to America as s land of hope and

promise of any futura in which decent men and women can take hearte

- This being so,1s it not of the utmost importance that
we enter inﬁo closer bonds with India not with a foreign giverumment,but
with the people of Indiaz Can we not render the greatest possible service
to Britain herself now by helping her to see that Dominion status for
India 1s essential to & viptory for Demooracy? More than a dozen Indisn
leaders said to me,Nehiu among them, "Independence for India is our Pirst
eim,within the Bupize if possible,but independence Within or outside the
Empire"’ Nehru saidto me that India ueeded britein and that wsyitain
needed Inpdia,and that is true;but /> and Demoorsoy will lose I dia

at this orucial time if something is not done and done very soon fto
assure Iadia that she shall be mistress in her oWn houses )

' The Moslem problam is a minor affair, In the last
elections “the Moslems 4in the Congress party won far more seats than the
minoxrity Moslem League.

Why san you not send: to India & small group of men
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in whom you have confidence,but who will also have the confiderte of the
‘ Ipdien leasders] Their presence.in India today wonld have an electrifying
. effecte If Mr,Churchill méans business he ought to welcome any such
cooperation between the nations that wa.nt to rid the earth of the -
scourage. of Hitlerism, .

- I am bold to raise suoh a suggest&pn at a tine like this,but
every Ameriocan owes it to his country and to humanity to make the highest
contribu‘b:!.on he is able to make toward & better World.

Enclosed 18 a prpposal worked out by ny olass in International
Rglations, eighty seniors and juniors here &t Smi’ah. These are some. of
the ‘tbings they believe after months of study need to be included in
& Just.and durable Peace. A

The last/time I saw you face to face ‘was when I was serving
with the A.E.F, France and'you spoke to & group of .us on the kind “of
world.we were Working for then, Bscause we failed misersbly does no‘i:

mean that men again nemi gIve their 1lives in vain,

M&y God be with you in these’ terriule months,

Very sincerel ‘h
Sq'& g—;rlow

Y e My brother-in-law oabled me the other day from Istanbul that over 2000 °
A a day are dying in-Athens, I lived for two years in Greece and that
’ people are dear to me, What can be done? )
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“despite reminders" from time to time by Lord Halifax‘s Secretary of

not included when. appeals are made to defend democracy. The Secretary-

April 24, 1942

Confidential Office Memorandum on conversation with Lord Helifax'
by the Secretary, at the residence of Mr. Thomas W. Lamont, '
107 East 70th Street New York City. .

s - -

The interview began at 10,50 and lasted until ll 40,
appointments,

Lord Halifex opened the interview by seying that he
had wanted to meet the Secretary for some time and the present inter-
view had been requested by Lord Halifax at the suggestion of Mr.
Wendell Willkie. , ;

Lord Halifex stated that he and his government were ——
concerned sbout the attitude of colored people in the United States

‘and  elsewhere towards the War and wanted the Secretary to tell him

if the morale of Negroes in the United States 1s as low as reported
and the causes for that state of mind, The Secretary cited discrimina=-
tion ‘in emplédyment, segregation and discrimination in the armed forces,
attacks upon Negro soldlers by southern police officers and white
civilians with little corrective action taken by the War Department,
and the discouragement amounting to bitterness and defeatism on the
part of many.Negroes who were very aware of the fact that they are

cited the attitude of the Burmese and of the Indians as part of this

-attlitude of colored peoples throughout the world. He polnted out

that thoughtful Negroes were well aware of the fact that conditions
would be worse i1f Germany andJapan won; but that many were so
despondent and so skeptical that white people could ever practice
democracy they find difficulty in differentlating between the

pre judices of Nazi Germany and that which, for example, Negroes

encounter in Mississippi.'

- Lord Haly ax asked a number of guestions about specific
discriminations such as 1nequality in education, disfranchisement,
segpegation in the Army andNavy, and similar disabilities, He stated

T

Indian woman in to
Lord Halifax state
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ocecurred to him of suggesting to . President Roosevelt that he send
a commission to India consisting of Wendell Willkle, Justice
Frankfurter and a distinguished American Negro who was manifestly
a Negro, the purpose of the commission being to assure the Indians
that the United States, despite its own shortcomings, would stand
as guarantee that the pledges of independence made to India by ,
Great Britain would be lived up to.not only after but during.the
war, Lord Halifax told the Secretary in confidence that a similar
idea had occurred to him and to the British government, their idea
being to send a group of university men to make an objective,
factual study of the situatiof in Indla. When asked by the
Ambassador to comment upon this the Secretary stated that he thought
the situation in India andits repercussiqns upon the war were of
such importance and immediacy that time would hot permit an ob-

© Jective study; and that the academic approach might be desirable
in peace time but -would not be sufficient now. :

‘Lord Halifax told the Secretary that he hoped the
Secretary would as quickly as possible make this proposal to President
Roosevelt possibly combining the ideas of the British govermnment -
and of the Secretary by enlarging the commission to four or five
and including upon it one or two distinguished educators, The
Secretary stated that the mers presence of a distinguished Negro
~on the commissd on would do more zood than meny words, even though
the race problem 1tself mi"ht not be mentiéned at.all,

Lord Halifax asked the Secretary to send him factual
material end to come to see him at the Embassy in Washington.




April 24th
1942

PIRSONAL AND .
CONFIDINIT AL ‘
]

My dear Hrs. Roosevelt:

I.hgve,unsuccessfully, been trylng to reach
Ceneral Watson on the telephone today cnd thus re-

- gretfully heve to impose on you again. Vhen I first
celled this nmorning I was told that he could nob
twlk 8t that time, and repeated calls since then
have 2150 been unavuiling in renching hiu. -

T hod o long talk with Lord Holifex this norn=-
ing snd a matter dogling with India which we dig=~
cussed @nd which I wish to discuss with the President
at the earliest ‘péssible time was the reason for wy
_call to Goneral Watson. Lo

. The matter is not only very lmmediate but it
is of such dellicate nuature that 1 do not think it
 wigse for ne to put it in writing. .

¥

- QN:;Wbﬁld;ydu; therefore, be good enough to take
this up with thHe Eresident end ask hin to let me see
himlat5§he_parliqst;possiblektime?_ '

Withf§0fdial perséngl'regnrds, I am -
' . Yver sincerely,

‘ Sacretury.




april 26%th _ ’ , o
Yo . |

Dear Relph:

That is & swell jetter you wrote to the B
president. pid you get o reply, other than ners
acknowlaﬁ,mnt? ' ' ;

And I assume you would have no objeoction
to By referring to it when I tolk with hin about
the matter I}diacussed with you ihen you were in
the officée. = )

©~ 9ng date of 1y return to Hollywood is
still unse&t}adibuﬁ"I\should know within the next
ay or twos ~amjhop1n§ that it will notb inter-

fere with ny ¢ ing to jorthanpton en the 17¢he

Cordially,
\ - Secretoal‘}? &
3
- [
’-v
7 ‘\
‘.‘.\
A
|




; VERY CONFEDEH?IAL% y

S ' o April 28, 1942
‘ Dear D@@@ Lgn1@§= ‘ ’

-&t hie invitaticn I had & long telk last w@@k
with Lord Halifax who asked me e number of questions
regarding the race problem in the United Statgs and - )
regarding the effect on Negro morale of the situation '@
in the Far East, Afries and the West Indies. During
the ocourse of our conversation I told Lord Helifax of
an idea which had occurred to me which might be of

u ~ some value to the onuse of the United Nations im
' g8suring %o colored peoplss throughout the world that
in the post war world they would share im the benefits
oﬁ the struggle now being made. The idea, briefly, 1s
thies =

o That President Boosavelt be asked to appoint
lmmediately a commission of from three to five persons -
who would go to India immediately. As 2 reliminary
to their departure and as proof of the sincerity of

P - the United Btates on the matter of color, President
4 Roosavelt would t ske a sweeping and uneguivooal stand
Y ‘ againet discrimination on the basls of color in the

*  United States. The commiseion I had in mind wae one

made up of three peraons, as follows: Wendell Willkie,
Mr, Justice Frankfurter, and a distinguished American
Negro who is unmistakably Negro. This comumission
‘would talk with Nehru, Gandhi and other lIndian leaders
and attampt to work cpt a formula forﬁindtpandance

e,

7

on, the sending of such & com~.
evelt would cause the United
antor of the carrying ocut of
Britain may make to India, con-
here 18, as you of course know,’
the”leaders of Indis.

k‘ r Halifax‘lnformed me, in confidence, that
. overnment of Great Britain had had a some-
what eimilar 1dea - for a delegation of dlstinguished

,'///*—/\‘4}1
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 Dean R; 0'Hare Lanier - 2

American college presidents and educatore te make an objeetive,
faoctual study of the situation. When he asked me for comment on
thie plan I told him that I believed the situation wae too
- dangeroud and immediate for a study of this esort and that it .
would be preferable during this orisis for the commission to be
"made up of men of affairs as well as thoss connscted with———
education. He, therefore, proposed the enlarging of the com-
miseion from three to four or five, the added persons to be
distinguished educators. He further stated that the situstion
ie so oritical that he hoped I would make thie propsceal to the
President as scon as possible. I have requested an appolntment
with the President for thies purpose.

My purpese in writing to you i8 three~fold: First, I
would like to have your comments ebout the wisdom and feasibility .
of this plen. What in your opinion would be the position such a
commigeion could take, if you bellieve that the sending ef such a
commission would be desirable?

. Second: What rorm and what details would you sugzest
for the sweeping and dramatic moetion with respest toe the Hegro-
white situation in the United States the Preesident could take &8
e prelimlnary to the pending of euch a commzsslon to India?

' Thlrd. 8hould I be asked by the Preaident to suggest
& 1ist of Negroes from which he ocould select one to be invited,
may b inoludo your name in the 1list?

Aa‘iomny see the Prosident at almost any time. would
you be good enough to let ue hear from you by return air mail?
Will you be good enough to mark the envelope "Personal®. And
may I very strongly urge that this be tresated with the striotest

'oonrldonoe a8 any prelimlnary publioity mlght be wmost unfortunate?

Ever sinooroly,

Seoretary

Dean R, O'Hara Lanier
Hampton Institut
Hampton, Vlrg

wW/GS




WEST VIRGINIA STATE COLLEGE'
INSTITUTE. W. VA. ' ‘

OFFICE OF THE 30 April 1942 ~  JOHN W. DAVIS
PRBIDENT : PRESIDENT
B PRE o - . _ - ' i o

' ‘ , o Upecial O- B

Mr. Walter White, Secretary
N A ACP, 69 Fifth Avenue

New York City

' My dear Mr. White:

The proposal of your. letter of April 28th, just received,
is of world-wide significance. T am glad that you have had

an opportunity to talk with Lord Halifax on the subject of
factual and spiritual inclusion of darker peoples.in the demo-
cratic concept of government. The failure to include people
of color,4yhether,in Americe; Australia or India realistically

in the democratic concept of government is 'partially responsi-

ble for the present world turmoil.

-
' 1 sincerely hope that you, Lord Halifax and - pPresident
Roosevelt may agree upon & bold stroke which would administer
such a blow against discrimination on the Dbasis of color in
the world that the cause of democracy would get a mnew. lease
on life. The statesmanship‘of your proposal, if put into
operation, would bring immediate;resUlts along the lines of
unity of action‘among-democratic countries. Naturally, the
first step is for President Roosevelt to make a far-reaching .
' inat the basis of color here ,

declaration,againstfdiscnimination on
' ' a Commission of men OT women

' * in America. Unless this
going from America to India would not be able to get any worth-
h Commission, under such

ST

while result. As a matter of fact, suc
circumstances,éwOuld do harme.

iibn,noW‘to the three questions of:your

1 am giving attentl | to
ng;tne qgestions,,my~an5wers are as

letter. Without repeat
Feriewe:

1 nave !
proposal whic
ition

nclusion of people
itheiworldewide
the war. If this
the springboard for
vil suffer unless the

e tngOSt;war,benefits of.
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OFFICE OF THE
PRESIDENT

P

WEST VIRGINIA STATE COLLEGE
INSTETUTE,— W, VA,

JOHN W. DAVIS
PRESIDENT

Mr. White
April 30, 1942 #2

II

Naturally, any presidential statement which might be
made against discrimination in the United States on account
of color would be more or less general. However, I belileve
that President Roosevelt at this time would be Justified in
pointing out rather specifically that the situation in America
demands that the country shall be more realistically democratic
than it has ever been. The omission of thirteen million Negroes
in much of the democratic thinking of America harms the possi-
bility for unity among the democratic nations of the world. On
this basis, the President wight declire war at home against
those practices which prevent Jews and Negroes from being fully
part and parcel of American democratlc.life.  Such statement
should be followed with orders or laws which would contain
teeth to make the statement valuable and effective. - Evading
difficult issues or temporizing in this comnection would only
make 1t more difficult  to reach the world-wide aims and ob-
jectives which you and Lord Halifax have in mind.

“~III- . -
In case the President asks. you to suggest a list of

Negroes from which he might select one or more to be invited

to be a part of the proposed Comm:ssion, it will be all right
for you to include my , if 3 so desire. I believe, how- .-
ever, that there are m cutst nding en in the United States
who are more capable 1 ‘
The proposition
chosen for it

ngkman for the Jjob. ™

As indicat
responding inadec
cause of ny desire
per your request.

L




My'deur‘urs. Roosgevelt:

: 4

I en sorry I couldn't get near shnough
to you after the broadcast yesterdey to finish
our conversation. I want®d ulso to discuss
with you'the idea growing out of ny coanference
with Lord Helifex. ' I was barticularly asnxious
to get your reaction to this before talking
with Lr. Sunner lelles. I telegraphed him
yesterday for an appointnent Innediately upon
receipt of your letter.

17 you hnvé a free five minutes
tine today please let me know by the bearer and

I will be glud to mect You at whatever tine is
convenient for vou,

Lver sincerely,

Secretary.
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Moy 2, 1943

F]

Dear Johns

There e but ohe word to describe your letter
of 4pril 30--magnificent’ I assume it is agressble to

you for me to &ive the President and Lord Halifex & copy
of u. ,

: Qonfidentially. I received a request from the
President this morning asking me to tall first with Sumnep

Wells of thie State Department. I, therefore, have tele-
sraphsd Hr. ﬁolla %o ask vhen he cau 8es me.

I'11 keep ybu advinad as to d.evalopmenta.

‘Evor sincarely.

 VALTRR WHITE
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k&@x@m Aﬁﬁ@cz&i‘lﬂx FOR m ADVANCEMENT 0F COLORED ?EQPLE
[ Fieth Awea&s - Hew York City

YALTER WHITE, Becretary

4, 1842 .

HOW., TRABELIN D, ROOSEVELY
Prasident of the United 3tates
The ¥hite House

Vashiggton, D. G.

Desy Hp, Presideny’

To prevent the possibility of leaving out in my cenversation
with ¥r. Bumner Yelles any of the pe snt detaily of the proposal with
raspect %o Indla, which grew but of/z versntion with Lord H&lifax
on April 24th, I am precsenting thik dndum through the courtesy of
Hy, Wellan.

- &
: and impertinent for me to sugzest

sriovaness of the situation of the
; tho Japanase governwent, The

S

5

of Ghiang Kal-shek ang“the Chia Capture

of India and the engl

create would make 4 Far . 1 gituation so terrible mow and in the
nipmplate such & situation only with tragedy
] the grestsst autherities on the Far Test,
; by tho Unitsd Nations,

by the fastest mods of '$ravel
of three (3) Amarican citizens

Mk_why an Americas hogm is included. I an
a vell and alno by those who have very




.would be plensed to sse such a duyulpp
v r /

from Lndie end Ching

- §2 - Preeident Boosevelt . . May 4, 1942

/

i

2
recently been im India that the treatment of MNegross in the United
Btates 18 mmeng the most frequently publicised and mentioned topics )
of discussion in India regarding the Unitad 8tates. ¥hila the people
of Indis 4o mot think of themselves as Haogrees, they are keenly aware
of the ineguality of races Dased on skin coler from which they too have
gufferad, Ae you, of eourss, knov, the Japsness are indusiriously bread-
e8sting to the people of India such episodes as the recesnt lynching at
Bikeston, MNissouri; the rieting in comneotion with Hojourner Truth
housing project in Detroit; ths attmcke on Megro sgldiers; and other
sush sscurrences as belng sharncteristic of what thle colored peoples
of the Faw Bast may expact in the svent of & United|M¥ations’ victory.
This 48 wtterly fantastic, as you and I Imow, But |t does not lssssn
the effect, as has bYeen sesn in Burma, India a.nd. other parts sf the
F&f E&3§9

The presence of & distinguished and distinguibhable Hegro
Americen on ths gommission would be mors effestive than mny werds of
explenation to the colored peoples of-the Far East and of the world,
that discrinination baged on-r notthe sole menifestation of the

attisude of the United ¥ations,

q4/soy to you that his govermment
on sent by yourself and would
mnanta for such & commission. L
suggested enlargement of the commiss .\ four (4) or five (5) persons
through tho addition of & dicﬂnga.mhe sducater or sdueators.

min!o 2 .
f the reasons for tha fallurs of Sir
Btafford Orippe's o Bt the peopls of India resent ¢he apnamnt
omission of the pwe :
in the drefting by ) ndNr. Winston Churohill of the Atlsntie
Charter. Tour send ;
to the drafting of a 1’5 % Charter whioh will assure to all the peoples
of the world that the sra of white domination of solored peoples ie
the vecples of these countries can be assured that there
o post-war economic or other penstration. Bold snd forthright
' % this sritical stags of the history of the world may
tide. 1% is for thie purpouo that I presuma %o

a holder proposal I gubmit for your consideration would
be for you to Arrange as dramsntic and far-reaching s conference gs was
yours in the Atlantic vith Mr. Cherchill, in some place in the Facific at
which the conferess would be yourself, l‘r. Azed ne Prasident of the All-
India ¥ationalias Dongrnu. Uy, Nehrn, Hr. Gandhi, and Osneral Chiang
Xai-shek. Perhaps 70\1_ 1d deem it wise to invite also Mr, Rajagopala-
ghariar. f\

Suoh ® uonfannco would siectrify the billion people of Asia
through the creation of & Pacific Charter which, according to fa fung Pgo,
Chongiking's lsading newspapsyr, would end the present eituation whers ?
“many natlons (of the Oriant) mre of a colonial or quadi-colonial status.




‘3 - ,P!‘O.i“ﬂt noo..'.l‘ "‘y 4, 1943 : o

o

fhe Boosével t-Churchill declaration is spplicabls to independent mnations
vhich were overrun by the Axis powers. It has made no provisions concerning
the post-war positione of such countries as India end Burma.® T Kupg Pao,
in speaking for the peoples of the Far Esst, doclares that s Pasific Charter
should aim at the liberation of Korea, $he lsiuchu ieland and Formoea from
Japanees domination and the freedom frem sllied control of India, the Dutch
East Indies, Malayr and China. Sueh & Pacific Charter sould perheps achieve
e miracle im ebtiffening determination among the peoplos of the Far East
egainet Jepan and Usrmany through convinoing them that they, to quote Tp
Eupe Pag sgain, "are not helping one imparislisa fight against another
imperialien’,

But sither of the adove gourses of action shouldl be preceded by a
sweepine declaration, perhape in the form of m firesille chat, to bs
¢ranslated inte spesific action agalnet discriminations from which colored
peonles now suffer within the United States be treated from the
world as wall &g the natieonal point of view on the impo ce of the problem
of gsolor. Hot only would this have ite effect upon tha colorsd peovles of
the world, who conmtitute four-fifths of the world's population, through ite
demonstration that ne lemger will hlmm end ysllow pooples be treated
as inferior or oxploited by white v 7. pla, Put 4t wonld also have profoundly
salutary affect upon the vary serigds domeptic situation with respact to
Hegro-white relntions. ‘

5

Should you wiah me to do s | 4/te plansed to trapamit the names of
distinmished Anerican:Negroas in whteh lisrt you mizht find one to be
invited to sarve on susch A comisaian

Bogpectfoelly,

Smorstary




~Dr. John Y. Ravis

Uay 4, 1942

Letters sent on April 28, 1942, by VWalter lihite -
to the following persons asking thelir personnl ' A
and confidential comments about wisdom and :
feasibllity of plen re India and their per- S
nission to include their nemes on list should M‘b

- WY be invited by the President %o suggest nanes

+ of Negroes from which one would be selected for W
commission to Indiae -

Elmer Anderson Carter

or, Opportunity (Journal of the National Urhm League)
Hember, Unemploynment Insursnce Appeal Board, .

New York State Department of Labor ' N
342 Uadison Avenue, MNew York, . Y. :

Fresident, Lest Virginia State (;ollag@
institute, West Virginia.

Dre We L. Bs Du Bolis ‘
"E%hor‘* Teocturer; Professor, Department of Sociology 3
Atlanta University
Atlanta, Georgia.

i

R. O'Hara Lanler

Pean of instruction
Hampton Institiate -
Hampton, Virginia.

pr. Rayford V. Logan .
President, Alpha gﬁ Alpha Fraternigz
Professor at Howard University, Washington, D. C.
Carl Murph ‘ ’

esldent, The Mm-merican Newapaper Conpany
628 North Xutaw 5 reet
Baltimore, Maryland.

As Phili Randol h
nternation Te ent

217 kest 125th Strest
New York, N.

e

New York, H. Y.




Ney 4, 1942

Deap B1113

" Here is self-explaunstery copy of letter I
have wpitten $o several persons regerding en idea that
pams out of e conference with Lord Helifex.

I 414 not includs your name bacsuse I felt
ghat thare would be certaln advanteges in not doing 86-- - ‘ '
exong thes that I did net want the White House %o faesl *
that any time I recommend any ome 4% was yoursslf. Apd
it seemed to me that right nov you were $oo walusble ¢o
have out of the United States. But 4if I am in arror end
you want %o g0, let me kmow and 1811 slad)y include your

nass.
. "“T*\
Mre, Roosevelt wrote me that the Fresident ~ .
wents me to talk with Sumper ¥ells and 1 am right now ; .

avaiting & reply to 3 telegfam 1 ment him last Friday
eelcing him vhem he could see me. 4 am hoping that 1%
will be on ¥ednesdsy since Prattis snd Ira Lewis are
coming to Mew York tomorrow for a eonference with Boy,
Daisy nnd myself, and I have to speak Tueeday night at =
d&mr for Adam Pov.n.

T"‘mld m:e %o talk to you about this and ome
gor two other‘th‘ BE
you nent me for breakfast at the station Wedneaday
\lorning as I shall leaVa here nidnight Tuesday.

Ever einearely,

udge ¥ill am B, Hut!o
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THE AFRO AMERICAN HEVSPAPIRS
Pxecutive Offices, Baltimore, Md,
628 N. Zutaw St.

PRRSONAL

May 4, 1942.

Dear Walter:

~This 1s & reply %o your leﬁtqr of April 28,

B

™y
1. I spprove the proposal to send
& commission of five persone to India
to work on a formula for independence
suitable to India and Ureat Britian.

- Tnis commigsion should set down the
minimum progrem upen which India is
willing to cooperate on an all-out war
program and once thils is obtaired should
geelt to sell 1% to Great Britian.

2. (a)=-As to Federal Government:

Henceforth, there shall be no designations
as. to race, creed or color for any purposes
of the Federal Government.

Four&enth Amendment (privileges
end immﬁities clause) and The Civil Rights
Aets of 1866 and 1875 are still on the
statute books and will be enforced a8 a war
neasure.

2. I have no objection to the use of my

name but I believe that Hastie, Houston,
Charles S. Johneon, Charles Wesley or
‘ would do a.‘ much better Jjob.

. Very truly yours,
| ;‘(‘Sigfriked)

69 Fifth \venue,
New York N
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PERSONAL AND
CONFIDENTIAL

Dear Pearl Buock:

:*”k?Thé‘Eresident has asked me to talk first
with Sunner Velles yhioh I em doing on \ednesday
at 12 :’30 e . : . ’

b Lest I forget any pertinent details, I
tried to put the idea I discussed with you last
Thursday in a letter to the President which I shall
turn over Lo lir. Welles for delivery. Becsuse of
§{~own”very‘limited knowledge and because so much

-nges on the Far Hastern situation, I am sending
. you herewith a copy of the letter and asking you
to write me Tueadasy by special delivery at Washing-
ton, D. C., in care of Judge Willian H, Hastie, .
8 Street, H. W., glving me your frank criticisms
as presenteds If you would permit me to
; ou say with the President and lir. Welles
1 would be grateful - - Lo
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THE DAYTON: HERALD

.~ Editorial Page

, . BAn Independent Newspaper
PUBLICATION OFFICES: No. 111 XAST FOURTH STREET, DAYTON, OHIO

.THE ESSENTIALS OF RIGHT LIVING ARE OLEAR: For to be carnolly

miudadv i life and peacs,—Romans 8.9,

' REFLECTION IN A MIRROR

As word comes out of New Delhi that
the All-India congress has rejected the
British proposal to enlist Indis in the
war for freedom by promising her domin-
ion status when peace comes, few Aineri-
cans are surprised. They realize that
the time has passed when a subject people
will fight for their masters against an-
other would-be conqueror, Some of them

rather sympathize with the Indian leaders °

who are twisting the tail of the British
lion in an hour of dire emergency. Human
nature delights in seeing high and mighty
folk ‘get what they have coming to- them,

But while the American people look
with more- indifference than is justified
upon Britain's attempt to solve the knotty
Indian problem, they are given the op-
portunity to see that they have a some-
what similar problem of their own. In
the mail which came to our desk one day
this week were two letters askmg what

own "mfenor" race as she fights a hard
war for freedom and democracy. i

One of them, unsigned, was tossed in
the wastebasket in keeping with our policy

tions,: The other, from Dr. James E.
.Shepard, president of the North Carolina
College for Negroes, appears in The Let-
terbox on this page today. Nejther of
them mentioned the negotiations now
going on in New Delhi. ‘Both made 1t
‘clear that similar negotm'aons are going
on at this moment in every city, town,
and village in the United States.

Though the anonymous letter was
| tossed in the wastebasket the treasonable
sentiments it expressed kept poppmg out.
The man who

of not printing anonymous communica~

When he says Negroes are discriminated
against in war industries, in labor unions,
in the army and navy, he is saying what
all informed Americans know to be true.

. When he says that “our foes know danger-

ously much about our interlor life and
know . Jiest of ell the wrongs againat
mlnomtles " he is explaining whers the
man who is “A Negro, Not a Monkey"
got_his idea that he would be better off
if his own country lost the war-to Japan.

Sometimes well-meaning citizens call -

us up or write in to ask why The Herald
‘does mot drop this exasperating subject.
“What good does it do?” they want to
know, always pointing out that they favor
treating Negroes fairly and believe every-
thing would be all right if people and
newspapers would stop talking about it.
Perhaps the same kind of well-meaning
citizens called up to say the same thing
to the editors of those English news-

pemhiebiongmge—mggested%et—them

'British government practice the democ-

racy it preached in India. Now, with:

British soldiers being driven back from
Burma upor an India which may or may
not help them in their fight for freedom,
the 'people in England have discovered

-that everything was not all right. And -

any Americans who think the hypocritical
British are only ‘getting what they .de-
serve had better take a good, long look
at the reflection to be seen in a.mirror.
. Not that our armies are as hard-pressed
as the British forces being beaten back
in Burma, Those weary Tommies would
be glad to accept any help they could get
from the Indians without looking too
closely at the color of their skin, and
our army is still mighty choosy about

it  that our navy has taken the pounding the

sttress of the Seas has suffered. The

_British navy is using all the sailors it
_can get, and our nayy still keeps Negroes
'wmtmg on tables. Not that our war in-
dustries are yet facing a shortage of
_mmanpower while the color line is still

- drawn in employment offices. But before

thness, he is
a loyal American. When he says that
after vmting many of the large cities
on the Atlantic coast he found “a large
number of hopeless and _ despairing
people " he is descnbing what he 58W..

this thing is done, before this war is

_won, America may have to throw every-

thing she has into the battle to save

_ American freedom.

When that time comes, if that time
comes, it is to be hoped Dr. Shepard will

still speak-for his race when he says “the

Negro is instinctiyely ‘and = incurably
American” rather than the anonymous
letter-writer who wants:Japan to win the
war. Even so, many Americans would
feel better about accepting the' help of
their fellow Americans if they had ever
treated them as such.

what it does with Negro soldiers. Not

THE ’DKYT.ON
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' Telegram or Cable-

== WESTERN - =

DLeDay Letter

?nm unless its de- . : : NT=Overnight Telegram
rred gheracter is in- 5 : : 4 LC=Deforred Cable
dicated by s suitable :
symbol above or pre-
the address.

NLT =Cabls Night Louar
A N WILLIAMS NEWCOMB CARLTON

J. ©. WILLEVER
nnnnnnnnn

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT \___i'?_;_m_if
'rhaﬂungdmuhownlnﬂu date line on telegrams and day lstters is STANDARD TIME ltpoln: of orlgin, Tlme of recsipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination

DL=PERKASIE PENN 138P
WK294 178 ! 5 3 942 MAY 5 PM®3 04
WALTER WHITE= ‘

‘CARE JUDGE WlLL!AM H HASTIE 1707 S ST NORTHWEST-

E ANSWER BY TELEGRAM YOUR LETTER RECEIVED TGDAY BECAUSE A 7
LETTER WOULD NOT REACH YOU N TIME STOP YOUR ENCLOSURE VERY '
FINE BUT PLEASE OMIT MY NAME AS QUOTEHlS NOT WHOLLY CORRECT
STOP 1 MAKE THBEE SUGGESTlONS EN ADDITION STOP FlBST SUGGEST
You MAKE CLEAR THAT YOUR CHIEF CONCERN IS IN WORLD ISSEE
BECAUSE PRESENT EMPHASIS ON HOME SITUATION WHILE VERY .
lMPORTANT 1S PERHAPS A LITTLE TOO HEAVY STOP 1° SAY THIS Sd
THAT YOU MAY AVOBD PGSS]BLE CRITICISM AS SEEMING PERHAPS

_TO WORK FOR YOUR OWN GROUP STOP AS A MATTER OF FACT YOU
AND | KNOW THAT IF THE MAIN ISSUE COMES ABOUT THE HOME
GROUP WILL BENEFIT TREMENDOUSLY AND IF IT DOES NOT HOME
GROUP WILL LOSE IN PROPORTION STOP SECOND MR AZAD IS

" PRESIDENT OF INDIA CONGRESS STOP HE IS ALSO A MOSLEM STOP
NEHRU IS A LEADER BUT NOT PRESIDENT STOP THIRD IT MAY BE
RAISED AS OBJECTION TO YOUR EXCELLENT PLAN FOR COUNCIL
THAT PRESIDENT CAN ONLY ) { STATE OFFICIALS STOP

SUGGEST YOU BE BEAﬁY‘W}TH:ALTERNAT!VE TO THIS STOP=

i = //
- : b8
m com’m WILL. urmwm suoans'uons FROM ITS PATRONS cm\cmmuo IT8 SERVICE

";.,;,., SoH e SR f

,.\




May 7th
1942 .

PLRSONAL AlD
CONFIDENTIAL )

,

Your kxcellensy,

‘1 presented o Lr. Sunner helles yester-
day, at the request of the President, the proposal
we discussed. lir, lielles characterized it as
being "of the highest signifiocance” and stated
thet he would take it up with the President
irmmediately. He is to advise me and I am to re-

 turn to washington should the Presideént wish to

discusa it further.

I wiii keep you advised of desvelopments.

. ‘R‘esyp‘ectfglly,

Secretary.

Lscount Halifax
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" parsonal and .
Ry 106NL1aL s ﬁk
way 11, 1942

Deeyr Felixs

. Because I took the 1libsrty of mentioning
your neme in 1%t 1 aend you the snclosed copy of
jetter to President Foosevelt which I submitted to
him through Sumner Welles last Wednesday.

¥r, Welles soemed deoply interested,
characterizing the proposal es peing of the "highest
significance”, ‘He stated that he would take the
matter up with the Fresident at the earliest possi-

ble moment aund would advise me.

- T send this to you so that you may know
exactly what was proposed should the matter be taken
up with you by the President or Mr. Welles, Should
I be asked by the President or lre flelles to cons
bnck:to;ﬁhahinthngrorprurther conversation re-
gardiﬁgftbis[Iuvouldflike_vary‘much to have & few

minutes with you to get your reaction.

fbaréihlij,i

Secretary




Moy 33, 1942

L DeaerPeard

I gould nee %o very good advantage the
information you promised te send me sboutl the
occurrenses in Ghina when Americen white troope
have acted in & prejudiced feehion towards the
Chinese. 8o, 1 hope veu won's mind my sending
vou this reminder of your promise to let me

hove this Iatdriil .

I have had no further word from the .
President or the State Department regarding the
propossl I made to them. Bince the next move
is now up to the govermment, I shall awalt their
action. If and when action is taken, I shall
let you knov its naturs. I was told by one who
is in position to kpow the facts that gome of the
“caresr boys® in the 8gate Department are opposed
o sty proposal because it isn't the sort of
thing vhich hu bnn dam. .

Hore in copy of tho letter 1 ‘have writton =
to the F.C.0. regarding the refusa Tee
hroadcuttug chaine to carry a apeoch by Yahrn

Hise Pearl Buck
R.P.D. 3 ;
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Hay 23, 1942

My dear My, Fiy:

¥ill you be goed encugh 4o advise ue rogerding the
reported refussl of the three shief bresdeossting svetems fo
pernit a broadeast by Pandit Nehru to the United States?

Ve are informed by completely relisble porsons that
when o comaittes, heeded By Pearl Busk, sought te arrenge to
have Mp. Fehru tell the Indian sids of the negotistions
cordusted by Bir Btafford Cripps recently. the committes was
inforsed that po such bProsdeast would be possible far the.
folleving reasong:

One brosdcasting ehein stated ¢hat, while 4%t hed mot
been told by the United Stales government that it should mod
" breedcast a spessh by Nr. Meliru or any other Indian leader,
the brosdcasting chain had been given to understand that the
United States gov.m.nt would nst look yith favor upon such
& brosdeast.

A second chain k-tatcd. that the British Broadcaeting |
Bompany vould not broadeast a speech by Mr, Nehru or sayone ,
else and, for that reason, the Assrican chain would not be

gble to arrange nch & broadeast.

The third chd.n stated that Oreat Briteinm is the ally
of thn United States and that no broadcast which would not
be favored by ths government of Grnt Drimn or one which
wuldqu a: 8l 3

‘t _to the present
earth.

 Vould you' h. thersfore, to alrise us of
the basis of the ebove att es by the various brosdcasting

LS '
/

. Rempectrully,
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Hegro Americuns as Petential Membsrs of
Coumiseion to Indis
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ANSON PHELPS STOKES
LENDX MASSACHUSETTS

r oy
May 29, 1942
¥r. Walter White

Natlonal Association for the Advancement of Colored People : '
69 Fifth Avenue ‘ . g '
New York City 591

.

My dear Mr. Whites

Needless to say, I am very deeply interested in the matters which we
talked over om the telephone yesterday. I apprecilated your showing me in confi-
dence a copy of your letter of May 4th to the President embodying the resulis at
a recent conference that you had had with the British Ambagsador regarding the
Indien situation. .

_ At your request I am putting im writing some of the things that I said
to you. I am prefacing it with the remerk that although I spent aswinter in Ifdie.
many years ago I have not kept in anything like so close touch with India as with
China or Africa. Consequently, I cennot speak with any authority. Here seem to me
to be some of the most important pointss

I shall :Lnfer in this letter both that some such commlssion will be gent
out ~-by the President—~ and this seems to me highly advisable, end that you are right
from your conference at the British Einbassy, in thinking that an American Negro would
be’ considered by Great Britain and by India as an azeeptalle mewber of the Commission,
which I bope may _prove to be true.

(a.) ;zg and Charagter of the Commission.

It seems to me that a ommission of five would be far superior to a Com-
migsion of three, as representing‘broader interestsand 1arger opportunities for con-
ference. It seems tom _specific problems in Indie, and remembering
that they are primarily ous‘rather than racial, the Commission
should include the following ‘

(a)
at 1east & national

ility, cha:actgr, and Influence, who is

(b) im J_ciakl}ly}cgualiﬁed to deal with its

“varied religious groups.

(c) A man of " road' Xpe ience in' diplomacy or in delicate inter-group re-
lations. l

e
(e) km senprimarily from the ‘Standpdint of hig-effective-
nesa in India. - e e - M :




Mr. Walter White Page Two

w

May I deal with these im orders

(a) ggirman of outstanding abilitxa gharacter, and influence,

Three men seem to me outstanding. Chlef Justice Hughes, if his health
permits, Mr. Wendell Wilkie; and Justice Roberts.

A man who on the spot would be as effective as any of these,' although
not so well lxiown, is Hon. George Wharton Pepper, formerly Unlted States Senator from
Pennsylvania, President of the American Lew Institute, and e man of outstending per-
sonality and ability in delicate negotiations, alsec a man eapabla of appesling sym-
patbetically to varicus religious groups.

Professor Manley Hudson of Harvard; the most praninent American actively
identified with the League of Nations, and a most fair-minded student of minority

(b) A membe knows Indis and is specially qualified to deal

It is difficult to think of exactly the right men, but here are two
whom I would suggest with a good deal of confidences -

Mr, Edwerd Carter. Mr. Carter spent twelve years im Indias in his younger
years as General Secretary of the Y.M.C.A. He is now Secretary General of the In-
stitute of Pacific Relations, Director of the China Institute of America; and Netional
President of the Bussian Relief Fund now being raised. He bas received honors from
the British, French, Siamese, and Ind:l.an Governments, imcluding the Kaiser-ithind.Gold
Medal for his work in India, which, as you know, is _perhaps the most distinguished of
awards for Indian service. He is & man of absolute integrity, great fair-mindedness,
and of statesmanlike cutlcol:. I can recommend hin most highly and his connections
with India, Chin'a‘,”a.n the Pacif.ic area are all important.

‘ sor of Philosophy at Harvard University,
and Cambridge. He is the author of Living
I believe, visited India and kmows its prob-

nsideration as attached to the
ert Hume, Professor of Comparative
_who was born in India, served there for
and on the religions of India

en V;‘such as llr. Sa.yre, who has- just
d . pines and was formerly adviser to the
' ‘King of Siam The fac that he is Mr. Nilsozt‘s son—in—lew would carry weight.

General McCoy, now President of the Foreign Policy Association, who has
. been a pinch—hitter for straightening out difficult problems in various parts of the




Mr, Walter White Page Three

- . pa . @
world.

Raymond Fosdick, President of the Rockefeller Foundatiom, and appoi.nted
\s the First Secretary General of the League,

‘ Mr. MacMurrey of the State Department, who bes served as A}i:bassador of the
United States both in Ghina end in Turkey. ‘

Mr, Howlend Shaw of the State Department, who was long in ocur Legation
in Consta.ntinople, and who has had much contact in dealing with the Mohammedans., The
fact that be is a Catholic would be an advantage.

President Grebam of the University of North Carolina, one of the most
successful mea in the South in race relationsa

Dre We W, Alexander, long Director of the Interraciel Commission in
tlint, recently inm the O.P.M. locking after mimority interests.

Everett Clinchy, President of the Conference of J ews and Christians,
and accustomed to deal with different religlous groups.

(a) A Jewish leymen.

Two men geem 1o me outstandings Justice Frankfurter of the Suprems
Court, and Governor Lekman of New York. The former bas the mdére brillisnt and con-
structive mind. The latier has been particulerly effective in commending himself
equally to Jews, Protestents, and Catholics, and bas always tekep a very strong ground
op the subject of toleration.

’ ‘ (e) An American Ne&o ghogen primerily from the stendpoint of his
effectiveness in Ind;a.

I lmow of no 1iv1ng Negro who would be quite up to the late James Weldon
Jobnson or llajor Moton, and here your knowledge will be better them mine, but there
are three or four men worthy of very serious consideration, namely, Professor Charles
Se Johnson of Figk University, who was one of the three members of the League of
Nations Commission to Liberia. He 1s about as fair-minded and wise a man as I kmow
and I remember that ‘the State Depa.rhn nt thought very highly of him when he was work-
efect is that he is not particularly effective

1he outstending American Negro as far
)pen to know that when an American friemd of
bout how Dr. Du Bois was. He has been a
ed‘ people of the world, He bas mellowed
often opposed British policies might or
man with very strong convictions and great power
; ve oth advantages and disadvantages.

as intellectual force 1
mine met Gandhi he asked him
leader in uphold
much in recent years.
might not be a disadvantage.
of expressing them, which woul

: Channing Tobias, Senior Golored Secretary of the Intemational Y. M.C.A,
He hag been in India and is a most fair—m:l_nded man who creates the impression of
both force and wisdom. .




Mr; Walter White  Page Four.

If there is to be a Colored attaché to the Commission, Professor Bunche of Howard,
now with the Donavan Commission, would be admirable. So might be Mr. Houston, who has
represented the Colored people so often in their cases before the Supreme Court.

The only Colored men that I cam think of who has spent a comsiderable time in
Africa is Professor Thurmen of Howgrd University, a man of besutiful character and sym-
pathetic and tolerant. He is & pacifist and his interests are spiritual rather than
pelitical,. o

On current day problems one of the most effective of the men is Mr, Carter, the
Director of the Urban League.

4 feow other names occur to me of people who might be comsulted or fit im in ome
waey or snother. I have in mind Stenley Jones for his work in bringing the different
" religious groups in Africa together.

President-Aydelotte, now of the Primceton School of Advanced Studies, a Quaker,
who bas had contacts with students frém all over the world.

Dr. Duggan, the Director of thé Institute of International Education.

Dr. Weigle, Dean of the Yale Divinity School, and former President of the Federal
Council of Churches.

President ‘Seymour of Iale. : P
7

Hr. Herper Sibley, formerly President of the Chamber of Commerce in the United
States, and until recently head of the U.S.O., a sympathetic visitor to India & few years

ago. ‘ o ., | |

Sherwood Eddy, who spent a large part of hgs ‘.Life in Indis in contact with many
groups, but somewhat emotional in temperament.

‘:fc‘osooc

If the a.bove suggestions a.re of the alightest service I shall be very glad, be-
cause the project seems to _ver eat importance. I assume, of course, that
our Government will cl ritish Enbassy but with the Indian Com-
missioner in Washingto 1
first and not merely to: gland,

With k:Lnd regards, d
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May 23, 1942

¥y denr Oemeral Osbern:

I had hoped %o see you, if {t was convenient, while
i wes {n Yashington this veek but unfortunately was kept
tied up the whole time I was there. I wanted to give
you and discnss with you the enclosed copy of & proposal
ve have made to the President and to the Secretsries of
Var and of the Mavy. We Delieve that an affirmative
approach of this sort will do much towards solution of the
problems we discuseed on the plans out of Birminghem
recently, ag well as of the world problem of color.

Ve bave had disturbing rumors of occurrences im
India and Ohina ceused by the racial attitude towards
colozed pcoples of some of the American white troops from
Pexas, Niseissippi, Boniei.m and Arkanzas which have
bun uont to tho l‘ar East .

: is estahliehing e nodest ¥Washington
Avenue which will endeavor,
fully all reports and
ublished or said may be as
1 be lpending from three to
)@ now on. If you car
apd talk with you aboqz
tor on one of By trips

~ Ever sincerely.

Secretary

N




NATIOHAL ASSOCIATION §OR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
69 Fifth Avenus -~ New Tork Oity

WALTER WHITE, Becretary -
Moy 6, 1942

Honorsble Sumner Welles
Under Becretary of Btate
Btate Department
¥Washingten, D. 0.

Dear Hp, Yelles:

- Apraopos our discussion as
morning in which I sald that I felt 44r Go¥d
gufficiently emphasized in Latin Apdrica wiat bas been done in

the Virgin Islends, an idea simi /4 (¥ oceurred %o me in

connection with the suggestion Kés merning,

Ouyr Government has, on the whole, done amewhat better job than some -
other nations in the Pa ciL He have pladged independence to the
Pnilippines in 1946. 7 £ kgent defense of Batasn end Corregldor,
by Filipine troops g on our investment in decent treat-
nent

 Senor Quhzdn'a PN
~ symbol of the bona fidet
would be made t such"a

I left with you?

eagure 1t was to meet and talk with

Sincerely yours,

2L

Walter White

69 3Hft ;Avenuq k



June 5
? 1942

PiRSONAL AND
CONFIDINTIAL

ly dear Miss Buck:

I was aaked by Mr. VWelles to cone to the State
Departuent lest Tuesday. He told me thet the President
is enthusiastic ubout the proposal I made to hin re-
garding India but thinks it unwise to do anything right
now becausge of lr. bandhi's statanent that the chief
interesat of the United Stetes in the Indlan situation
is based upon a desire to preserve and perpatuate

nBritish imperiulism” in the Orient.
does not think it wise to do anything until the situa-
‘tion changes. I hope that that will not delay it until

it is too late.

30 the Presaident .

I understand that one of the political advisers
of the State quartment~~~ talloce iurray, Chisf of the
8-~ opposed the proposal

Division othe_

of thét spe
attitude,
wisest fbr n

Hiss Pearl 0. ﬁuck
& R F. D- : 35
Perkasia, Buck's County, Pie

weep .

‘eéh at Arlin

of India consider
ane class with India’s
thisg reason would resent
ro, however distinguished
_ Or is 1t the typical
?;kI strongly suspect

dnod
n‘?

rtoln other things wiilch 11; 1s
ut in wriging.

Lordially,

Seoratary.

'J":m.._' o

ntalij,

¢ te and thank you upon ’
~thia time, your article

vhen -




 Hew York.

dJune 5
1942

PERSONAL AND
CONFIDENTIAL

e

Uy dear lrs. Luce:

I um deeply grateful to you for your interest-

ring and cordiasl letter of June 1. I want you to know

the present situation as revealed in a talk I had
with lir. Sunner welles at the State Departnent last
Tuesday, -

e told me that the President is keenly interested
but thinks that it would be unwise for the United States
Governnent to take any step right now due to the recent
assertions by lire Landhi, that the chief interest of the
United States in the Indian situation is because of the
desire of the United States to preserve and perpetuate
"British imperialisn" in India end the Far East. The
Pre81dent feoars that sending of the commiss&on now

~1 sted by lr. Gundhi and other Indien
£ this assertion. If there should
“‘situation lr. Wellesa assured me
‘ ‘cide what to do.:,-

her factors involved in this
se to put in writing.  So_ I

u at your convenience. I ‘um
aednesday and Thursday of each
ed Washington Bureau, which
setts Avenue, H.W., Washing-: g
w York the other days of the
to arrange ny tinme to suit your

iver slncerely,

Becretary.

- Wu: CTF




ASSISTANT SECRETARY QF STATE
WASHINGTON

g834

June 6, 1942

Dear lr. White: -

I h&vé your letter of June 1. In
response to your requést for an appoint=
ment, I should be glad to see you at
5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 10ths
| - Very truly yours,

‘olored People,
venue,
York City.,




June 8 ’
1942 (Dictated June 6)

PERS QGlnl AND
CONFIDENTIAL

\

¥y dear lir. Shridharani: i

.. \ould you be good enough to give ue
your opinion es to what would be the reaction :
in India if o distinguished jierican legro werc
included at any time in the future on a delega-
tion from the United States to Indla?

E’\ier. sincerely,

Seorsetlarye.

~ New York, X

Wl CTF




June 9, 1942
BEMO FROM THE SECEETARY

Slowing up of the Japanese drive in the Pacific and continua-
tiag\or the brilllent resistance by the lussians to the German
assault have definitely lessened the Ffear of defeat in the b(
United 8tates which Pearl Harbor and Singepor@ created. Tha-wheke
. Definite signs

american cockiness bagine to resassert {tself.
become’ manifest thet the american people belifive the war may not

last very long and that the United Natic inevitably emerge

triumphant.
: QL//, /L wm

Those Asmerlicans who are thus sousting-en what may prove to

be dangerously premsture optimimm faill to teke imto ascount what

may happen during the sriticéd of 1942, If supplies to

'  race played 80 materlal a role in bringing

=& and II but who have been silenced during
thg period or faar. Alroady linea are being sharply drawn for a
knpuk-down, drag—out right between the Wkestbrook Peglers and
. and wigss

thqse ‘who are dsobnt/enough to know that no lasting peace will
ever ba raahion.d until the cclored people/gf the worlid wno forn
a majoritr are no longcr exploitad because of color.

Ths 1inﬂ-up on both sides of this contest, declsion in

“ whioh 18 going to determine future history partioularly of colored

e
s



Memo from the Seeretary -2~ dJune 9, 1942

®

ge@gl&a; is beglaning dimly to be vislble., Vice President
Heanry %allace in his notable address at a dinnar of the Free
World Aséooigﬁloa in ¥ew York Gitygqﬁgy 8, showsd on which
gide he stood when hs déelar?d that ®thiz is a fight betwsen

¢ slave world snd a free world® and that "tho,doctrine that

one rage or one clags 1s by a@r&dityzy superlifr and that all

other races or classes are supposed to be slayez"” to bs “"the

devil®’s own religion of darknmess.” ! k alled this war

& “"people’s revolution” and said the "century wBish will come
R

el

out of this war oen be and nust century of the common

man,”

Sumner Welles, Under TN ¥ of dtate,.in a Memorial
Day address at Arlington Cems;:;‘<i~

if not greater signifiocance than Vied Frosident vallaces ajdvess.

de a pronouncement of equal,

“Can the democra 164 ot the orld agaln afford to permit

world of\ hsfaac fi Our victory must bring in its train

- the liberation L all‘paoples' Discrimination between peoples

because of tgqiraygqafic;qad. or color xust be abolished, The
age of 1mbatihliaﬁ“i§”énddd.* Theab and other statements by

Mr, hellea)linked to his referencas to the Atlantic Charter, would
seem to praaase some form of oharter. morld or Paoific. to

asaure the peqyles.of the Orient as well as of the Occldent

that the fddfffie&ddms proclained by;Presidant Roosevslt in his




L | .
Memo from the 3egretary =J= Jdune 8, 1842

address to Congress on Januaery 6, 1941, may conosivably be in
the making. |
é

Yreceding these officlal predictions of a mew Taclal order

came the calm, clear, uncompromising volces of Fearl Buck,

Philip Randolph, Wendell willkie, and of newdbupers llke Fid.

But every actlion bripgs a reaction. prépoa@d altera-

tiocn of the rgoi&l_gt&tus quo greates jitters in the betty-

ey atdand o
- in Russia, are, b@gi&ning 0 cregy

antred. In kis syndicated

empireg come ranorta’kn__,,
speech becau it indicate
support zést

. ; . . Mewy e
ureq on June 7:an articlu al‘eging that 4ks if /
S - /

- . - 1 - e tlea L"ﬂLLA\
%.alluc.e and 5! ap 85 ‘  2”“4 unca or tha people, and

asked 1r theso coatunca5 anﬂvthat raaialcdiatinotions are to

~

be done away wit' 1y  United : ates. In .arizonu the Tuscon
Daily Star bittorl;? assailed Mr. wallace and angrily asked,

Mare we soing to ohange our 1mmigration laws und after the war,
a8 @ Teault of what ir. Wallaoe oalls ’tha people s revolution®

"admit,blaoks~from Africa and yellow men from 4Asia on a basis



- of equality? 4re we going to do7gway with raclal distinotions

.

_ for %orld

demo from the 3ecretary. e : June 9, 1942

in Amsrigg s « o ¢ The eanswer ia obvious--we will mot. 3But

even more than that, Mr. wWallace and his followers will prob-

ably £ind out that any attempt to impose such & program will

lead to ﬁ'people's revolution' all right, blit not the kind
he has in minds

Continued victories aguinst the G 4 dJupaness,
whether these vic:;;ges be real or apparent, willVundoubtedly
leed to further Dut&urats of thiyg character. I1f after the 3

J’I—;§>'a, Hitlex concéiv&bly f

may be foresd to sus ror'pem' in & year or two. Should

erucial summer aheud Rusalisa st

this happen, the United States)
will unite to 6fuuh,3apan. «Coinoiding with these possible u -
developments mAy 8ong »F~un-wide,xand perhaps worldewide

wave agélnst cOlbr= .
ness. ihat thsn?

he of the H.A.&. " Dave an enormous task Lo perform. It

kaning the wurld to the fact that militury viotory
\f pan whioh brings in its wake & racisl hysteria
ort will: as sure ¥ aa the sun rises, prepare the ground

' which will come &3 soon as we huve recovered

from this cQ'&i“ tiﬁ}That is why the outburst now of the

editorlal are mors sinister than they at first glance
appear to bo. 1 '
The only hope o; a lasting peace lies in the course mapped

out for us by Hessrs. wallace and uel¢es.
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June 10; lo42

MESSAGES RECEIVED BY CI¥ FOR IRe VHITE.

2:25 P M - Mr, Shridharani telephoned today in reply to your letter. He
pays "It would have the best possible effect", (Re Negro on
commission to India) - Mr. S. asked that I be sure to give

youlthis uessage because he would not be writing a letter in
replye

\

2:45 P U - 4 Miss Craig telephoned., She asked 1f ur, vhite is speuking
at Madison Square Gardenii on Juns 16. CTF told her WwW is
sbhheduled to speak at the Garden that night at the March on

Washington Comulttee mauss meeting. She says she will be
there to hear Lr. White.




W}

June 15, 1942

Yy dear Miss Bucks

T sm so much impresssed by what you say
about the situation in India not changing until
Americe does take 1ts stand that I am saying as
much én a speech tomorrow night at kMadlison
Square CGerdens copy of which is enclosed, I
don't know what effect this will have upon the
President end the State Departmaent. But .from
additionsl information which has come to we I
doubt very much now thet the State Department
or the President will act. When I see youl
shsll tell you the information which causes me
to reach this unhappy conclusiona '

_ This is wholly speculation on my part
but T am inclined to belleve that discussion bY
t and lir, Welles of the proposal I .
2 small part In the groat liveraiism-
‘ pinien as manifested in his 3
h, That, too, I shall tell
ods .

nz to be in New York

: than a Tuesday,
am spending those

b ;shaﬂ“waShington;Bureau,
4n itself. But I de
‘spon as possible.

Ever sincerely,

. . Secretary
uiss Pearl S. Buck »

Ho ol .

Perkasie,

Pernsylvenis




June 19, 1942

Dictated to UTF over phone today
by kir. kax Yergan's secretaery:

Cablegram received April 7, 1942 for a nesting of the
Committes on Afriocan 4ffairs at Manhattan Center April 8, 1942.

ALL GOOD WISHES FOR SUCCESS AGAINST FASCISM, IMPERIALISM AND
ESTABLISHMENT OF TRUE FREEDOM EVERYWHERE., RECOGNITION EQUAL
RIGHTS, OFPORTUNITIES JALL RACES AND PEOPLES

Jawaharlal Hehru .
New Delhi, India




July 1
1942

Uy dear Mp. Molntyre:

Heceipt 1s acknowledged of your letier of June 26
stating that the President is s0 busy thel he has no ten
or Pifteen minutes te héar from irs. Luse snd nyself a
possible solution of the dangerousg ilmpasse between Indla
and Great Britaeln which ihreestens the Unlted Hations?®
causa. .

. ie have no alternatlive under the cirouistances
but to bPow to the President's wills Buv L au constrained
to weke one observation. ilrs. Luce and I es awrican
citizens, alarned at the terrible consequences to us all
if Indis fell into the hands of Japan, were and are eager
to do whatever we can to assisv in averting such &
catastrophs which at the very least would pralong the war
in the Peciric st the coat of lives of Juerican soldiers
and many billions of dollars and, at the worst, might
- ‘k“tory by the AXlB powers.

81 Lhaa the right 1o believe that wy own
ituation 18 so lirlted that any
m&&e would be of doubtful velue. I

» But Mrs. Luce has only recently
:~bhe talked there with leaders of

1) as the Viceroy and other repre-
Britaln. OQu% of this first-hand

he plan which might bring about a
rstending between the leaders and people
e hand and Great Britain on the other,
_rn. uould cause India Lo fight Jaepan vigor-

‘ :I concede that srs. Luce’s plan might prove in-
_practicable. But it puzzles ne that a very genuine de-
_ Bive to bhelp should be rejected without examinstion. And

I note no alternatlive plan is suggested, since the
Preaident is so busy, ior ihs proposal to be heard by
saue cther Heans.

Lver sincerely,

Mr. m. He MeIntyre

_ Seoretary to the President :
- ﬁ‘a&hington, L. C. : Secretarys




June 20
1942

PERSON@&

My dear lirg. Iooseveli:

I had a nost intereating talk last evening
‘with kira, Clsre Boothe Luce who, as you know, wasg
recently in india where she had epportunity to talk

at considerable length on saveral occaslions with

all the lenders’of Indian public opinion.
she haa a posaible solution for the impasse and. the

1ncreasingly dangvroua situntion in India.

hould 1t be possible ror you

. a Tew ninutes vith tho Preaident for
nysell, prererably gone evaning efler dinner so as
schedule of the

not to run into tho terribly crowded
President in the lixecuiive foice”

t_June 24,

be worth h!
to hcaring 1t

. Cordiall

Hrs. il e'anor:{ Roesevelt
' The VWhite Hbuae

h’ashington. . C.

Lo arrange for
Wrs. Luce and

comekto uashington for such a
23, 87, 289 and

'oposal Lrs. luce has mads is
d importance that even in the
ichedule of the President it would
wh le to devote ten or fifteen uninutes

Vs

Secratary.

1 believs
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. SAVE INDIA FROM JAPAN

~ GUARANTEE HER FREEDOM
: : HEAR .
| DR. ANUP SINGH ‘ NORMAN THOMAS

' CHU HSUEH-SAN. President. Chinese Association of Labor
H ' (Subject o return flight to China)

! . ARTHUR GARFIELD HAYS, Chairman

g ' Special Messages From PEARL S. BUCK, LIN YUTANG

‘ What does the All- India Congress resolution mean?
Will civil disobedience mean civil war?

thtt can America do to -help?
LU COME TO

5 TOWN HALL — 123 West 43rd Street — NEW YORK CITY
THURSDAY AUGUST 6, 1942 — 8:15 P, M.

Auspices POST WAR WORLD COUNCLL 112 Ecrst 19th Strest, New York City
AdmissionFree ., = @0 : - Please Post

H ¥
e T R NI




ALL UHICATIONS -

COMMISSIONERS
TO THE SECRETARY

JAHEG LAWRENRGCE FLY. CHAIRMAN

" PAUL A. WALKER . ; _
MORMAN 8. CaSE , FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

- , GEORGE HENRY PAYNE . « WASHINGTON, D. C.

T.J. SLOWIE, SECRETARY

T. A, M, CRAVEN

RAY C. WAKEFIELD )
August 1, 1942

€. J, BURR . ,
. i,
l . Mr. Welter White, Secretary . ' ﬁlgﬂ% j
. National hssoclation for the Advancemént
L : of Colored People ' o

69 Fifth Avenue

« New York, N. Y. - Y}'. ‘&
| -

My dear Mr. White

Reference is made to your letters of May 23 and July 1, 1942, the
first regerding the reported refusal of the three majcr networks

to permit a broadcast by Pandit Nehru to the United States, and the
second regerding alleged discrimination against Negro musicians by
certain locels of the Americen Federation of Musicians. I regret
the delay in replying, but I did wish to take time personally to
look into some of these matters.

As you undoubtedly know, the Federal Communicetions Commission did
not suggest in eny wey that the Nehru speech should not be broadcast,
nor was the Commisslon aware at the tiwe that the problem was under
. consideration. .‘Inasmuch as the Communications Act of 1934 prohibits
the censorship of radio programs by this Commission, the Commission
lacks the power to reiﬁire that any particular program be presented,
and the Comm1551on does:-not either -approve or disepprove programs in

edvance.. “

Broadcasters themselves, of course, must meke day-to-dey decisions
‘concerning program selectioq.’ My investigatien has led me to the
concluslon that, while there may be & reasonable difference of

opinion as to whether the decision was & wise one, the broadcasters
didfact‘in good falth ‘

ond letter concerned the dlscr1m1natory membership regquirements
;ons of the American Federetlon of Musicians which

ntrpcts with sueh locals. Pleasé¢ be adv1sed that
amlnlng this problem.:

ﬁy:cbntinued iﬁfereét in this metter end my hope
isfectorily remedied.

Sincerely yours

Chairman




" the chaines refu

3 MAJOR RADIO CHAINS
HEFUSED TO CARRY NEHRU 8/7/42
SPEECH, NAACP LEARNS

New York~--=Three major radio chains refused to carry a
speech by Pandit Jawaherlal Nehru givinz the Indian side of the
nezotiat lons recently conducted by Sir btafford Cripps, the NAACP
learned last week.

After receiving. reports of the refueal from reliable source,
the NAACP protested to the Federal Communications Commis sion and
requested to know the reasons for the apparent censorship. The FCC
replied last we sk that the Commission has no pover to approve or dis-
approve a prozranm in advance., 1t was stated that the broadcasters
customarily meke decisions about programe to be carried, "While there
may be a reasonable doubt as to whether the decision was a wise one,
the broadcasteradid act 1n g000, faith," the FCC said,

The reports came 10 the NAACP last May that a committee
hesded by Pearl Buck had tried to arranze for a broadcast by Nehru and
had been told that it would not bhe possible by the three major chains.
d for “diplomatic" reasons,




2 SYMBOLS

' DL =Day Letser
NT=Ovemight Telegram
LC=Deferred Cable

NLT =Cable Night Letter

¢ CLASS OF SERVICE
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fhs is a full-tate
Telegram ot Cable-
ram_unless its de-

?crrcd character Is in-
dicated by a sulcable
symbol above or pre-

ceding the address. a N MI;LIAMB o NEWCOMB CARI.TN » o J. C. WILLEVER ~ Ship Red
EEEEEEEE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRGT VICE-PRESIDENT t__,_—_____ '
The filing time shown in the date line on telegrama and day letters is STANDARD TIME gt point of om;m Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at peint of destination
I . e . \
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'

“ALAN Pw MURRAY = oékiék 6?_§AR INFORMAT 10N= ;%5
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g REGRET THAT ACTION SATURQ}Y OF BRITISH eovsauwzur In umpazsouaxe

'MESRS« GHANDI, NEHRU o AZAD AND OTHER INDIAN LEADERS MAKES IT

'IMPosslsLE FOR ME TO BROADCAST TOMORROW TO PEOPLES OF INDIA AND

_JAPAN AS REQUESTED BY OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION= ARRESTS LEAVE
~ ME WITH NOTHING comvrucnne TO SAY= . |

JNEWS;S?§§A§BWBE};»;E;gb VALTER wiTES

THR COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGEST]ONB FROM ITB PATBONB CONCEBNING ITS SERVICE



_ August 10, 1942 ' Y

9 _ ' _
Prgsident Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House ~

Washington, D. C.
~ MAY WE URGE YOUR IM

DIEDIATE INTERCESSION AS MEDIATOR IN INDIA. IT IS
S&E THAT JAPAN WON ﬂa IN THE BACIFIC SATURDAY
WHEN GANDHI, NEHRU AND AZAD WERE THROWN INTO PRISON BECAUSE THEY T00
WANTED AND DEMANDED FOR PECOPLE OF INDIA THE SAME FREEDOM THE BRITISH
GOVERNMENT IS FIGHTING TO PRESERVE FOR WHITE ENGLISHMEN., NICETIES OF
INTERNATIONAL PROTOCOL SHOULD NOT AND MUST NOT BE PERMITTED TO STAND IN
PATH OF AMERICAN ACTION. ANGLO-INDIAN REIATIONS ARE NO LONGER EXCLUSIVELY
A MATTER OF BRITISH CONCERN. ONE BILLION BROWN AND YELLOW PEOPLES IN THE
PACIFIC WILL WITHOUT QUESTION CONSIDER RUTHLESS TREATMENT OF INDIAN
LEADERS AND PEOPLE TYPICAL OF WHAT WHITE PEOPLES WILL DO TO COLORED PEOPIES
IF UNITED NATIONS WIN. YOU CAN BE SURE JAPANESE BROADCASTS OUT OF TOKYO
0 PACIFIC PEOPLES AND GERMAN BROADCASTS TO LATIN AMERICA ARE TODAY
INDUSTRIOUSLY AND GLOATINGLY POINTING THIS OUT.

FORTHRIGHT AND IMMEDTATE ACTION BY YOU;) MAY CONCEIVABLY AVERT
DISASTER OR THE INDEFINITE PROLONGATION OF THE WAR AT THE COST OF COUNTLESS
LIVES. SPECIFICALLY WE URGE YOU PROPOSE, FIRST, ESTABLISHMENT OF BOARD
WITH COMPLETE AUTHORITY FOR MILITARY DEFENSE OF INDIA CONSISTING OF ONE
ENGLISHMAN, ONE INDIAN, ONE AMERICAN AND ONE CEINESE; SECOND, GRANTING
OF FREEDOM NOW T0 INDIA wyng'sﬁ DETAILS TO BE WORKED OUT IN CONFERENCE.,

WE SUGGEST GENERAL AS AMERIGAN MEMBER OF BOARD. WE IMPLCRE YOU
TO ACT EVEN AT THE RISE OF omunme OUR m:m, GREAT BRITAIN. THIS IS
NOW ug LOBGER A QUESTION SOI.ELY OF INDIAN FREEDOII. IT IS A QUESTION OF

SAVING Ol LIVES AND FUTURE msmcz W ’}mmp.‘
‘ Walter White .




S,

" for Tussdaey, August 25th but they a

“that he mey not be in the office until\

IR WIKINS .

Aupust 720,194;2

LMEHOKANDUM TO ME5S4S WHITE AND WILKINS FaOM JISS CRULR:

gust 20th, three young people whoss spoks smen
5f Cleveland, Ohio visited the office to ask ouwr
partisipat in o meeting of representative and verlous organizetions
the purpese of working for Indials freedome

¥r. Stern said that they represented zo orgeauization but that they have
vigited Dr. 8ingh, editer ef Indls Today, Horman Thomas at the Fest liorld
War Councile They have/falked With.[: Sronoe Irying of the How York March

on Washington Committed/(and they hrve an sppointment for a conference

with Ae Philip Randolph|on Honday) have received plodges of cooperatica
end promises to attend proposed/mecting from these organizations.

On their list to be vwisiNed ies }Ka Faderal Counsil of Churches, Reve

John Haynes Holmos, Americm:ci'rﬂ Liberties league,the U AW.<CoI1:0s

The purpose of their visit Bers wus to a}%s to send a ropresentative
to this meeting which they propose. Thoy bhave set a dite tentatively
o\Rall me on lbondey and I me
know Tinally what date has been degfdod upenes They are comsidering in
their decision for a date Mr. Whitods ret fron Weshington and his
dooisgion on sending a reprasontative o the eting as I told thenm

lay/ or Tuesday and thorofore
2t for a decieion by Tuesday

may not have time to giw tho matter th
nighte

At the meeting 1t is pln.nned t

fresdom %o Indh.

The question 1s whelher w

ac taph




DIRECTORS:
Mrs.A. ;. HERNDON
H.-W.RUSSELL
A.F. HERNDON, II
W.H.SMITH
GEO.W.LEE

A.F.HERNDON
U

PO
N.B.HERNDON .
PRESIDENT
E.M.MARTIN
SECRETARY °
L. H.HAYWOOD
DR, OF AGENCIES
F. A TOOMER
AUDFTOR

DER

ATLANTA LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY .
- A’I‘LAN’IA-,G'EO'];Z;—D |

[y
.

1830 Vine Street P -
Kansas City, HMoe M 1885

aug. 21, 1942,

Mr. Welter Vhite, Secretary M.i.s.C.P.
69 Fifth avenue
© Pew York City, . Y.

Pear llr, White:

A8 & mcmber of the Weheioloks, I am psuing on to you
gn ides which may, or moy not, be of practical value.
However, here it is: : :

ASsuming thet the cause of Indicn freedom is ideutified ;

! with the cause of our freedon, Negroes of the Uuited
Stotes should take some kind of group action t0 eupha~
size this igGentity of interest Dbetucen the Indiuu peo-
ple and the Negroes of the United Stetes. To socom-
pligh this aim, a week of woaning and syupathy for
India, might be proclaimed for the collective partic-
ipetion of Negroes of the United States, “rmo bands,
or budges for India might be worn foT ou entire week.
During this psrticular week of moailing, telegrans and

letters, wholesale, might be sent %o our president to

immediate Indian freedom; cabkegrams

ticipation of this Kind,
ar us, would be Iruit-
Zoressiveness on the
: - oes, and at the stne

: problen upon the con-

With best wish
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CO-ORDINATING
COMMITTEE FOR -
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1619 BROADWAY
HEW YORK, M. Y,
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@

INDIA BFCOMES POPULA.R WITH POLITICIANS f

3

K India is a peg on whieh professzonally artlculate politicians are
| attempting ‘to ‘haug" ‘their hats, Senator Robert R, Reynolds pleads

for a free India immediately, Senator Reynolds‘ recent concern

|about India, coupled with his long-term concentration on embarress=

ing the Administration and the Unlted Nétzons, ‘makos his sudden in=

. terest in Indla suspect

|

E anbert Fa1roh11d old-time reaotionary, respeotfully suggests in a

1lettor whﬁch the Tlmﬂs published on August 19, "that we all agree
{to 1eave ! Todia rovoltt to the uapa’ble hands oi‘ thoe British, After

the usual mhdd11ng, thoy seem to have grasped the gituation and

' have it woll .in hond," He objects to the "great popular idea" that

“wo.are to force ?Amorican Domocracy® upon these folks, upon the
Nipponese, upon the. Germnns who traded a halsor for B Fuehrer, It
just doesnvt make sense. . _ ,

INDIA REACHES oUT TO HARLEM o

‘~'The Fifth Column whloh hopes to conquer America by fragmentatlon
* thas pounded steadlly on the Nogro minority. Herc is found alroady -

prepared ono - of thae maost presqlng sore spots in Amorica, In ths
guise of “uationallsm or “"racism", tho agonts and two~by=four opers

. |tors have beon working tirclessly for a long time to convince Ameri~
Cjeen Nogroes that thoir hopes lio imn some ‘dark nationalism and not
im the “unfru;tful" promlsos of democracy.

The doubts‘implantod by tho crnckrpot fratornlty 1n Harlem fit into

i ithe larger Axis world pattern.~ A reeital of the outstand1ng avonts
jflsince thp’Ethiopian'War confirms _this, ~

; rain Abyss1n1an troops,
rican Négro pratest meetings held, .
t sweepVHarlem. Four killed, Property damage runs to
lzons, brdkenégluss bill alone totals $147 000, Ground-




e

vival of the fl

(qontinued).

June 1942=Loynl American Negroes hold several mess rallies te wrge ending o
discriminetory practices in Americn, "Fight Hitler in Europe ond
Hitlerism hem in America," is their slogcn,

Aug, 1942-Mimo DeGiwrman, Filipino assoociate of Jordan, kmown es Drs Tokis,
arrasuea., He hoads & group of pro=Jopancse egitators ocalled "Tho

Midcls V\ayt.
Aug, 1942-Gulem Bogan, head of the Amerioa Chepter of Islam, arrested as
s draft dodger, "Complete hatred and ultimate destruction of the
white man with the Japanese as potentiel liberators,"-is Bogan's

adviee to thousands of his followers in Washington, Chicago, De-
troit and Milwaukee, '

NeWEpnper readers, radio listemers; the general American public do net recoge
nize the names of Roed, Kemp, Frederiok and Daniels, These unimportant pea=

- nut fascists and agitutors ore unknown ond unsungs Yet todoay who remembors

& Sudeten gym teacher (Konrad Heinlein), o morphine nddicted aviator (Wil-

helm Goering), « bloated barrack sot (Arme Quisling) or, of that matter
Sehiocklgruber?

The hypordermics of hate administered by these ridiculous little men
have troubled the Negro sommunity, Negro opinion as a whole complstely
repudiates the oracke=pot element, It knews thet Fascist agents do not
"meke " fascist diotatorships, nor do Commnist agents "meke" a red .
revolution, The Negro nationalist, rejeoted by the bulk of Negroes,
is important omly when he is the sole voice beckoning to a large follow

ing, pointing the way to a large potential upheaval, The sems opportun=
ity is open to democratic leaders; thoy dare not ignore it,

HARLEM AND INDIA = an editorial

Ameriocals 13,000;000 Negroes, the butt of disorimination in industry and
in the armed forces, suffered an edditlonal blow as a result of Britainfs

latest action in India, Repression in India is bound to be exploited to the
full by Axis propagandlsts.

A dozen Harlems throughout the Uhited States have their eyes fixed on Indis,

|where they seek some light concerning tho future of the Colored peoples,

American Négroes for thekfirst time fbel a un;ty with the 400, 000,000 other

stern Hemnsphere are demanding immediate implemen=
53 of '”and its ?romlso of tha Four Freedoms. Discrim=
ination agains 0

riots in Jamaic

‘enemy, Unless and Brltain find a democratic solution to the problem, =
unless segregation and disorimination against Negroes cease, - unless the
colored citizens of Amorica and their brothers in India are given more than a
fow vapgue words sbout the Four Freedoms, the effect on the war effort will be
disastrous. By refusing the Negro his full rights we court his apathy, By
failing %o cast off traditional prejudices, we make & mockery of the People's
War, The resultant cynioism may easily be communicated to others, paving the

road to a negotieted peace which ocan end only in international tragedys
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" Hone Franklim:D. Roogevelt
The white liouse
Washington, D. Cs

Ay dsar Preaident Roosevelts

1

I huave been deeply disturbed during recent weeks .
to hear from several persons that you have expressed irri-
tatiogior resentnent at suggestions whioh I a{\iﬁade
regar Indiaa I deeply regrastl Bo ’

[ ng piy g;ﬂ,—i\ﬁ\ Q

Theae snggestlons Aigre predented in all good
faith and not, as 1 underazgnd you hpyo been led to believe,
to get into the newspapers. \ggothg/ oontrary, there is a

great deal I oould have given

refrained from glving. On severa)
deolined to discuss with newspa
WHorehoCoPs and I

‘of the failure to
It was agreed in
untimely publioci

; might well

press which I have

p:ooauions I have

'* nen the congern the
“folt abqut the possible conssquences

nd soue apswer 4o the Indian question.

nferences with lr. Sumner jelles that

garioug hnrm.

uotiveg have apparently been mis-

interpreted to.you or.pmisundsratood by you, I  sincerely
feal that ~3& the obligation of wvvery 1o§ul Algrican

ivattgage§'§
you o a

problﬂﬁg&ponrrngxi
considerable be
Btataa.k;~ “

be

o make aqxjauggeations witich he bellieves will be
to you in _oritioal period, It is therefore
iderable co :ern to me that you should misunderstand
as 1upelled me to nake representation to

‘ of the most important .
United HNations and one which has

‘ uestion in the Unlted

8h you fo understund that
“ouplate friendliness

. VALTLR WHITI.
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Tg range how some Americans jin
& theip zeal for the military victory
of the-United Nations can completely
overlogk the cardinal principles for
which we profess to be fighting and for-
get dessons of our own American revo-
lation for independence. Bome of our
friends in the Odell Waller case ook
with horror on the aititude of the In-
Qian Nationalist leaders and warn us
against ell-out endorsement of the Con-
gress Party’s demands for immediate
independence.

Perhaps, of all Americans, the Ne-
gro is best qualified to express what
he believes to be the desires of the In-
dian people. For as the Indians have
lived for nearly two centuries under the
domination of the British, the American
WNegro has lived under the domination
of their American counterparis. He
looks back into United States history.

He remembers the struggling celonies, -

populated by less than three millions—
pne-sixth slaves—but willing {o risk a
war against a mother couniry to gain
independence. He remembers there was
no unity within the young American
republic at the beginninig of the War
for Independence, for :  the . American
people were divided between Royalists
-and revolutionists. He': recommends
that those who fear that withdrawal of
British rule in India now will résult in
chaos and disunity recall the American
nation in 1783 - which under the chal-
lenge of responsibility for self-direction
was -able swifty {o achieve' the mnect
essary unity and internal strength to
cast out foreign domination: :

He remembers the ‘'¢ivil disobedience’
campaign of .the Boston Tea Party and
the massdcre ~on i Boston  Commons,
where Crispus ~Attucks fell with other
Americans. <. He - remembers Patrick
Henry’s flaming outery “Give me liber-
tv ‘or .give .me  death’—comparable to
Ganghi's present “Do or die” campaign.
He remembers Thomas Jefferson’s docu-
ment, the :Declaration of ‘Indépendence;
which says. that’ life,; liberty and the
* pursuit of . happiness, the inalienable
rightsof rall ‘frien; ave to! be secured by

governments “deriving their just powers

frosi the consent ‘of ‘the governed,” and
“that whohcver any form of govern-
nient becomes destructive of these ends,
§tis the right of the people fo alter

%

or o abolish it
government.”’

wzel

NEGRO SCANS HISTORY

The WNegre reflects upon the Civil
War, ostensibly fought to preserve ihe
unity of the nation, and recognizes that
the cause the Union forces would
have been lost indeed had it not been
for the Emancipation Proclamation
which freed the slaves and cul from
under the Confederacy its labor force
for the prosecution of the war. The
mass uprisings of former slaves, who,

O

answering the call to freedom, poured.

into the Union lines, helped to crush
the Jesistance of the slave Souih.

As 2 mafter of fact, Nebru,-recently
speaking in the N York Times Maga-
zine section of
beenn A. Philip ndoiph, outstanding
leader of America’s largest minority.
Change the word “Asia"” to “Negro” and
the word “independence’” tio ‘“‘eguality”
and the comparison is complete. Listen
to the words of the two men:

“Urmless London and Washingion be-
gin to think in terms of today and of
free and equal Asia, they will never
reach @ solution of the problems fhal
confront them,” says Nehru. “That se-
Iution lies in accepting the fact of juil
end edual freedom for ail the countries
of Asia, of giving up the\éﬂoci’ri%e of

The author of this appraiscl is @ young Negro wrifer whose work has
eppedred previowsly in THE CALL. National student chairman of the NAACFE,
she has beewn executive secretary jor National Sharecroppers’ Week and field
‘representative for the Workers' ‘Defense League. She was co-author of “All
for MriDavis”? and was o wiember of the delegation 6f prominent Negroes
1wha tried i vain to see. the president on the eve of Waller’'s execution,

He observes the rec‘éht talks between
Churchill and Stalin about “this war for

liberation agoinst Hitlerism and oll simi-

lar tyramnies.” He learns from history
that the great strides forward toward
liberty, egquality and fraternity over
what: seem’ to be impossible barriers
have come during revolutionary upheav-

raciel superiority which {8 90 monopoly
6f the Naris ‘and whick we in India
nave s knowH in its o3t intense form
for many generations. It Kes in the vec-
sgnition of Indian  independence, which
will not only release the suppressed and
pent up enérgics of aigrenl nation bul

- il be symbolic of & new freedom all

als, whether violént or non-viclent, and
he conciudes fhere is neither justifica-
tion mor excuse for Britain’s high-
handed approach to the Indian crisis.
What stupidity and selfish national in-
terest drives one country fo hold an-
other in bondage, to imprison its lead-
ers and shoot down its citizens, in order
to protect that couniry snd the cause
of the United Nations from the {yranny
of the Japanese? 1 = -

It is not difficult to understand the
bitterness of Nehru and other Indian
Nationalist Jeaders at the paironizing
atfitude of the British government to-
ward the whole problem. The Negro
gets it here at home in the paternalistic
attitude of many southern white people
{and some not from the south) who
scotch the wheels of progress with the
claimi .that ihe Negro is not yet ready
for equality.

gver the worid.”,

During the same weelk, in a letter {o
President Raosevelt protesting the elec-
trocution of Qdell Waller and subse-

gquent lynchings and beatings of Amer-

ican Neégroes,! A. Philip Randolph: said,
“You have let slip an opporiunity to do
an act which would have electrified the
world as a demonsiration that American
democrecy has o single standard of jus
tice, on act which would have had a
catastrophic effect upon the morale of
the Azxis powers and found its way into
the hearts of India; Africa,’ South
America, Ching and the Pdacific Telands.
. .. Dow’t you see, Mr. Pregident, this

is not a repetition of enything that hes
happened before in the history of Ne-
gro-white relationsf With the world in

the agony of a war for the survival of

gheer humean decency the race issue in
America s erucial to the whole struggle.

vly 19, might easily

By Pauli Murray

Ff the Negre is not given his full rights
wow, thewn the baitle for Democracy ia
fost.”

DEMOCRACY’S ACID TEST

These iwo men speaking simultane-
ously, oceans apart, stand shoulder to
shoulder in voicing the desires of too
many “little people” of the world fo be
wrong. They will be remembered in
the hearts of men long after our great
military strategists and diplomats have
been forgotten. .They speak from -the
anguish of gredt minds geared ito a
comprehensive analysis of world move-
ments, minds whose wisdom is neede@
to help guide the world in its ecrisis
of growth, and vet whose energies must
be wasted in prison or by remaining
a “loyal oppesition” to the two leading
democratic governmentis of the world

The granting of immediate independ-
ence to India is an acid test of good
faith and the truth of the war aims
which the United Nations profess. Great
Britain’s foliy-in arresting Gandhi, Neh-
ru and thousands of others can be can-
celied cut by the freeing of the Indian
Nationalist leaders and s return to ne-
gotiations for India’s freedom now. AsS
her ally, the United States must make
Great Britain reslize (through the in-
telligent persuasion and firmness which
this government's executive branch uses
when it desires} that freedom for India
is inevitable and that to delay it may
be  to sign her own death warrant—
and - perhaps ours. We cannot afford
these costly mistakes—particularly iz
the name of democracy.
The eyes of the colored peoples of the
world, - including our own national mij-
nority of Negroes, are fixed upon India
today. Do not.let them turn away with
only . bitterness for a white civilizaticn.
which has not the courage to pui mean-
ing .into its ‘own pronouncements:of
freedom for all,
The traveling Premier is shopping
i the capitols of the world to save
a cracking .empire. Let him stop at
New “Delhi and deposit one of the
Four: Freedoms.




A FREE INDIA NOW

India N¢ws .

R.LaL SiNox, Editor % 653 North New Hampshire : Los Angeles, Californis : Telephone Normandy 8517
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September 11, 1942 SEPifl 194
| r4

Dear Mr. Whitse:

You will remsmber me, I am sure, as I
am the person who spoke on India at the National
Convention of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People.

The Association has always stood for
equality of peoples., India is no exception in
needing the practicel application of this primci-

le. -
p P

We are issuing onpnational scals some
material on the subject of freedom for India, in
whieh we ask that the President urge the Churchill
goverpment %0 act. :

We would greatly appreciate either a
personal statement by yourself of two or three
sentences (literally two or three sentences; we
do not ask you to spend a lot of time on this)
or any resclution or statement on India that the
National Association has passed.

.  ;ff’Siqqere1'}yo

gh, Editor Indi
ndisn.Nation

Wwéncement |

o ’:’3;

ED STRENGTH FOR THE UNITED NATIONS' WAR EFFORT
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MARYLAND COMMITTEE FOR DEMOCRACY Executive Commitéee

: Ds. HaroLp BosLey
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BALTIMORE, MARYLAND _ ELisaBETH GILMAN
. PLAZA 6614 Mgs. ANDREW HUFF
et . Mas. Victor P. Noves
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RowLanND WarTs

September 16, 1942

Mr, Walter White SEP 1819
69 Fifth Avenue : b e 42
New York City a Y

Degr Mr. White:

Our organization, whiech is affiliated with the
Post War World Council, is holding a meeting on 1lndia,
on September 24th as descrlbed in the enclosed post=-
card.

It would add greatly to the spirit of the meeting
if we could read a message to the audience from you on
the: issue of lndia. We are therefore asking whether you
will be so kind as to send us a message for the meeting
as soon as possible. It will be read to the meeting as
a-telegram although there is time enough for you to
send the message in the mail right away.

; We will very much appreciate any message you can
send our meeting and look forward to hearing from you
in a few days. '

Very sincerely yours,

; ,Fay Be nett
. ~:Executive Secretary

Purposea: 1. Enforcement of the Bill of Rights, with partieuhr vimlunce for the protection of freedom of speech, press and assembly, and the malntenmcq of
- igious: tolerance and elimination ‘'of racial discrimination.

2. quul distribution of the economic burden of war. : .
8. 'l'hc enrlielt possible attainment of a Just and lutlnx peuce : . . L == 1]




FREE INDIA NOR

CTEmemmesS msmen R

Yass Mesting
Speakerss

Dr. Anup Singh, Edltor, Indie Today

Director, India League of America,
I. T. Liu, International Representative,

Chiness Labor Federation.

~Ridgely Hall Thursday, September 24 - B P.M.
Cathedral & Saratoge Strests Admission 15 cents -

Everybody weloome

Sponsored by Maryland Committes for Democracy
328 North Charles Street, Baltimore, Maryland




September 25, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR THE COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION# (October 5)

. Request that the Secretary, with some fifty other
Americens, sign a statement prepared by Pearl Buck urging
mediation bybthe United States in the Indian situation which
is to appear in the New York Times on September 28, The
Secretary agreed to sign it a8 an individual, with the
understanding that his title was to be used for identification

purpcses only. He asks the approval of the Committee on
Administration. -
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CHURCHMAN

425 Fosnth Aveleuss e Yook

EDITORIAL DFFICES

October 1lst, 1942.

65 Ticth Avomue,’ 15844
New York City. :
Dear Ur. White:
The group which drew up the state-
ment on Indie which you signed will meet on
Thursday efternoon, October 8th, et four o'clock
in the aparlment of Arthur J. Goldsmith, Waldérf—
Astoria Towers, New York City. We will discuss
what further action should be taken and the '

edyisability of forming e permanent brganization.

Please let me know whether you will



uINUTPES OF CONFERSNCE CaLLED BY POST waR ﬁdﬁiD COUNCIL

10 DISCUSS wHal WIGHT EE DONE TO'ORGANIZE‘A NATIOlAL COOHDINATING COuidITTEE

TO PROMOTE INDIA'S FREEDOi NOW
nla' Tast 19th Street

October 5, 1943

PRESENT} : .
Lir, willign K, Heffner of Free Indla Counmittee, Miss iirian Farley, Instit-

of Pacific Relg%ions, Mrs 4o J. WMuste, Fellowship of Hecoanciliation, Mr. Ralph
Tenplin and Wr, keens from School of Living, Mr, Herbert King, Netional Student
Divipion of YWCi, Miss Virginia Clark, Youth Counittee for Democraty, Mies Jean
Tonkllin, Comuunity Church, Miss Dorothy Détzer, Wouwen's lnternational League for
Peace and Freedom, Wis8s Mary We Hillyer and urs, Polly Boyden of Post War World
Council, Dr. Anup Singh, India League, Miss Monice Owen, International Students!

Service,

SUGGESTED PURPOSES:

1, To disseninate Information.

2, To create an overtone of rising public opinion, T

3, To orianize pressure for mediation by U.S.4. and Chinn, ;
4, To oryanize pressure acainst use of lease-lend 1a turinl and Auerican soldiers

in Indin,

5, To ask Congress to pass two resolutions
(a) Recomuending to the President that he use his

influence townrd uediation,
(b) Forbidding use of lgase-lend material and _ \
anerican soldiers in—thimr, e~€ynwkxkif&"' NI T N W

SUGGESTED ORGANIZATIONS 4ND INDIVIDUALS TO BE ASKED TO COOPERATE:

YiCA, Methodist Student liovement, NA4CP, iMarch on Washington Connittee,
Brotherhood of §leeping Car Porters, Federal Council of Churches, Worker'!s Defense
Lea,ue, War Resister!s League, NCPW, LID, World Pederalists, Consumeris Cooperative
Leacue, Chinese Institute, Chinese News Service, League of Notions Association,
anericen Friends! Service Conmmittee Greater Participation of India in the War
Committee, Farm organizations, Labor unions, Lin Yutang, Ray Newion, etc,

RESQLUTIONS:

made thgt this conference initiate the orcanization of a

was
ee to dféhcé&the'cause of Indiat's freedoi,

A motion
purposes of coord

‘ _of information,
(c \ of public opinion,

Pesseds, .

Those organizations now coumitted to this program ares
(a) Fellowship of Reconciliation > (4) Free India Committen
(b) Schbool of Livins - staff as individuals (e} w. I, L.

(c) Youth Committee for Demouracy . (£} Post Jar world Council
. (g) India Leajue of america
b arianpsesycaxed

o

el
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b. Heetings,

¢ Potitione and Letters
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hssolubions .un«.'l 5 tatewsnte, .

Dube and Flece of Hext Mesting.




MINUTES OF COORDIMATING COMdITTEE ON INDIAN FREEDOM
Monday, October 19th, 3:00 P.il. B4 Irving Plasce
~ PRESENT¢ Prentice Thomas, ¥oboioC,Ps, Dorothy Detzer, Vel.L., James Farmer, Fo0.Ka,
. Ralph Templin and Paul Keene, School for Living, Norman Thouas, Virginia
Willioms, and Polly Boyden from Post Var World Council, J. Holmes Suith,
WoRsLo, Ho Wierum Boulter, India Leagus, Jean Lackey, Henry Guorge
School of Soclel Science, Bryan Bamlin, Interracial League of Suffolk
~ County, Deborah E, Bennett, Youth Cormittee for Democracy, Willlam K.
Heffner, Free India CQmmittee, Harry Flelschman, Socialist Party,
mnymMmm,mmumWWmnBMmemgwfmmﬁﬁwof&Dw5
Morgaret lamont,

Presiding - Norman Thomase / o

WASHINGTON REZPORT BY DOROTHY DETZERS

1. I saw nine Senators personally to sound out possibility of getting a
resolution on Indian issuc presented before Congross., HNone of them s
would touch it, Their attitude reflected a profound ignorance of
real significance of Indials struggle aggravated by the fact that
the tax bill was absorbing all thelr time and energy, I expect to
pursue this issue further on my return to Washington and submit to
this committece that Congress must have more pressure from the
American people through petitiouns, etc., und through the pursonal
intervention of prominent liberals.

2¢ Ro V, Gognte, o disciple of Bose, hos started a rival organization
to the India League called Leagne for Iandian Independence, Ramlal
Bajpal hns bolted India League with him, Trouble startvd when
Gogate, "dominent, vigorous, but with no judgment!, sent out
Senator Reynold's speech to promote an India meeting in Washington
entirely disregarding all instructions to the contrary. Gogate
insists that India Leaguc 1s too slow at getting things done,

PROGRAI FOR ACTION:

Le To back India League in every possible way aguinst renegade League
for Indian Independence, A4s Norman Thomas pointed out, this split
i8 the very worst thing that could be done to the Indian cause, CoOn~
firming (in the minds of the opposition), Britisi-fostered opinion
that Indians can!t cooperate, -

8, To get adeputetion of very prominent liberals down to Washington
(Pearl Buck, Louis Broufield, etc.,) for the purpose of bringing
Pressure. to bear on Congress and the President, It was suggested
that the Indis League approuch outstanding sigcners of the Indian
advertisement. Urgency of this ooction was omphasiged,

3o To consider‘strategical*wording of resolution 0 be presented, -

Washington does
a resolution da

pressuro for nudiation, at this tine,
guarding Aancrican troops and weapons in India

4, To activize or on India iesue; specifically, to get a resolution
introduced“t*G.I.O. Convention being held in Boston, Nevenber 9,
Harry Fleischman and J.J, Singh were detailed to approach union
leaders and 1t Was‘sutgested;that Singh be urged to spenk at Convention,
Miss Detgzer poin d out that to get a labor msolution on India here
through to the Englich Labor Party would be of enormous propaganda
value to our cause, . o

: 5
S A e R R e



PAGE 2
B, To set up a clearlng housc of iuportant correspondence on India
issue sent and received by participating organizations. Copiles
of all such corresvondence should be sent to thu Post War b’orld
Council, 112 Bact19th Strwt. New York City.
6. To begin thinking about,Indian independence Day, Jamu:ry 26th,
and to find out exaetly what the India League hns planncd by
way of celebratlon and what they want us to do.
RESQLUTIONS: )

It wae wmoved and seconded that & special neuting of the Coordinating
Conmlttee on Indian Freedon be held Thursday, October £9th, at 3300 P.il,
to hear Miss Detzerts report on iashington and Harry Fleiscbnan's report
on labor and to act upon these urgent issues,

"Passed,

It was moved and seconded that a regular meetinL of the connittee be
held the third iiondny of every month, .

Passed,




STATEMENZ

Mehatma Gandhi, Pundit Nehru, Maulana'Azad,ers; Gandhi,
Madame Naidu; Miss Slade and many thousands"of.their associates
in the All=Indla Congress Parbty are now in prison in India, their
netive land,

The release of these men and women is a necessary first step
towerd fhe settlement of Indiats problem,‘ No settlement can be made
without consultation with these Indian Congraésrleadefs, and while
they are in prison no consultation is possible, But the release of
Gendhi and his as;ociates is also a matter of dignity and honer, We
hang our heads in shame while these heroic champions of liberty lan-
guish in confinemente Wg are stricken gjth confusion when Indians’
are asked to fight for a freedom for others which is denied to them-
selves, Thousands of»righﬁ-minded men and woﬁen in Great Britain are
pleading for the relqasé of Mahatma Gandhi and all imprisoned Indians, *
‘We join this plea, In jaddi;tion\we petition cur President for friendly

intercession on thair behqlﬁ,g They mus§:b¢_f:¢e,’that the World

itself may be frees
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For Immediate Release
Dr, Guy Fmery Shipler oy v
425 Pourth Avenus 17270
Hew York, W, Y. RO

AMERICAN ROUND TABLE ON INDIA FORMED

NEW YORK;;uFormation of & nationsl orgaenization called the American Round
Table on India to develop a body of informed American opinion on India and her
relation to the war effort 1a.announced by Dr. Guy Emery Shipler, editor of
The Churchman and chairmen of the mew group, |

"andell’h. Willkie in his report of his trip to Asia told the American
people that by our silence on India we have already drawn heavily on our reservoir

| of good will in tho Far East," Dr. Shipler said. UAfter several months of deli-
beration members of the Round Table have likewise come to the conclusion that we
mst ond our silence and come forward with concrote proposals leading toward &
conciliatory solution of the Indian problom. " ’ ¥

The aims of the new group were sot forth in the following statement:

"Tho Amoriean Round Table on India was foundod for the free discussion and
beﬁte;ﬂppderstanding of’India and her problems inArelation to tho United Nations
aﬁd their war offort. Its members are ropresentative Amoricans, united by a
common conceran for tho causo of human freodom everywhere and by a common desire
that the bonds betwoon tho Unitod Nations be strengthoncd.

"The Round Table will endeavor to makn availablo pertinont facts and analyses

on tho subject of Indin,‘nndqfrg rtimc to time to make public its consensus on

important devéloﬁpéntsyihﬁfhb‘rplations;botwoon India and tho United thions.

. “Tho crisis in Indla, with its grave throat to its sccurity as woll as to
the war offort of the;‘tiﬁ;tngngtic;us in that vital stratogic are, is causing
alarm among a growiné ébéﬁiénydf‘onlightehed'opinion ipn Great Britain, the United
States, China, Rus‘sialand;othet membors of tho Unitod Nations. B

8From China‘and~fr§ﬁ‘mahy 6rgans of Briiish opinion have como urgent pleas
for the holp of the Uhitad States, together with other 1eading members of the
United Notions, toward ending the deadlock Thera is n growing realization evory- ..
here that tho' war might be indefinitely prolonged in the ovont of Axis successes
in India,

- The difficulties in adjusting tho political relationships among people of
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. %The Srisis in India, ﬁith its grave throat to its socurity as well as to
thé war offort of the Unitod_Natious in that vital stratogic area, is causing
alarm among o érowing soction of onlightened opinion in Great Britaln, the United

“ Statos, Chlna, Russia and other membors of thoe Unitod Nations.

"Erom China,and rk

orgnns of British opinion have como urgent ploas
for the‘hclp‘Afftha_up ,
Unttod Nati‘oiis‘,l*"‘%oviafd
vherc that tho war md,
in India.

 "Tne aifficulsi

so mbnyjdifferSht

S :tos together with a large part of

insurmountdbléi

cognize thakimportnnce of granting indcpcndence to

tho pooplo of Groat Brita

k,sjof“both Great Britain and the poople of

purticularly recently, wrestled with the difficulty




"Those most anxious for ;‘sdlutioh of the impasse ai‘e those most friendly

to Great Britain and mopt aware of the unylelding determination with which she
"is fighting fascist eggression. There is no justificatibﬁifor ths obstructionist
attitude of some reasctionary groups in Great Britain nor for the unrealistic
coﬁduct'of some Indian leeders whor, regardless of the danger that threatens them,
have sst in motion the passive resistance ﬁovement with all its attendant risks,
of §abot§\ging the dofense of India against Jepan, , .

"We make no pratehse of lknowing the solution to these differences. ey
merely lcnoﬁ that 1t is of the most crucial iyportance to®India and to the cause

of the United Nations that a solution be found immediately.

"Extremists in India and extremists in Great Britain should mot be permitted
" to render India loss than fully prepared, spiritually as well as physically, to
resist Japanege attacks, We therefore strongly urge the Presid;ant of the United ‘
States to offer to Great Britain the sorvices of the American governmment toward
bringing about a conciliation between tho British govornment and the Indlan groups,
to the eond that they obtein the full and enthusiastic participation of ths people
of India in this war for world freodom,"
Tho Round Tablo has ostablished headgquartors at 425 Fourth Avenus in New York
City, with Robert Nortom as sgcr‘otary and Arthur J. Goldsmith as treasurer.

- Tho exocutivo committoe consi‘s‘t‘s of the officers and Louis Adamic, Dr. Henry

A. Atkinson, Douglas .mchincloss Richard J.;Cronan, B, .Snoll Hall, Mrs, J. Preston
Irwin, Philip J. Ja.ffe, Alhort D. Le.skor, Ralph Lowell, Kate L. Mitchell, Richard
/

B. Scandrett Jr., Frank V. Slack, ’Prot. G. Nye Steiger, John R. Tunis and Richard
J. Walsh, .

- The Round Table consis hove ond Dr, A. J. Barnouw, Dr. Albort T,

Beaven, Louls Bromfielgi " , Donald J. Gowling, Prof. Samuel H,

Cross, Rev, Raymond Cunnin wber, Emonuel Elston, Dorothy Canfield

Fisher% Ralph Sto.nwoo Rpsqod Thornton Foust, Prof. Carl J.

Fridrich, Stephen Fritchman, Oscar T, Haussormaun, Iillian Hellman, Sidnoy Eol-

lander, Joy Hx\me, Eon S ¥ 'iisé\.acés,l‘r])r."viilliam H. Jofferys, Robert Josephy,

~Dr, Froderick D. Kershner,f:lhj‘ Bnmo Lo.sker, Mrs. Ada P. Mccorﬁick, Rev. James 4.

Kitechell, Dr, Roinhold Niebuhr, BIShOp G. Bromley Oxnam, Hon. Gifford Pinchot, . BB ’

Clarence Poo, Arthur Uphan Popo, Prof, Liston Pope, Hon. Adam Clayton Powell, Jr.,

Lec Pressman, A, Philii) Randolph, Rt. Rov, Williom P, Remington, Elmer Rice,

Margaret Sanger, D. A. Saunders, Michasl Schaap, Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, Dr.

Joseoh R. Sizos. Dr. J. Duane Squires. Prof. W. F. Stinespring, Channing H. Tobias,
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conduct of some ‘Indian leaders who, regardless of the danger that threatens them,
have gset in motion the passive resistance movement with all its attendant risks.
of sahotaging the dofense of India against Japan. . #

"We make no protense of lkmowing the solution to those differences. We?

merely know that it is of the most crucial iwportance to®India amd to the cause
of the Unlted Nationé that a solution bs found immediately.

"Bxtremists in India and extremists in Great Britain should not be permitted
to render India loss than fully prepared, spiritually as well as physically, to
resist Japanese atiacks, We therefore strongly urge tho Presid;nt of the United
States to offer to Great Britain the sorvices of the Americap government toward
bringing about a conciliation botween the British govornmment and the Indian groups,
to the end thot thoy obtain the full and enthusiastic participation of the people
of India in this war for world frecdom."

Tho Round Tablo has esteblished headquarters at 425 Fourth 4venue in New York
City, with Robert Norton as secrotary and Arthur J. Goldsmith as treasurer.

Tho exocutivo committoe consists of the officers and Louis Adomic, Dr, Henry
A. Atkinson, Douglas &uchincloss, Richard J. Cronan, E..Snell Hell, Mrs, J. Preston
Irwiﬁ, Philip J. Jaffe, Albert D, Lasker, Ralph Lowell, Kate L. Mitchell, Richard
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ROOSEVELT ACTION
ON INDIA IS URGED

; V New Round Table Asks Him to
e Aid in Concilition Effort

Declaring the eriels in India is g
grave threat both to India's se-
curity and to' the war program of
the United Nations, 8 new national
organization called the American

s Round Table on India urged. yes=
2 terday ' that President Roosevelt
attempt “to bring about s concilia=
tion - between th ' British Governe
ment and the Indlan groups.”

Its' statement sald urgent pleas
for'the help of the United Stafes to
end' the ‘deadlock have come from
Ching, from many organs of Brit-
ish opinion and from other leading
members of the United Nations,

The organization is headed by Dr,
Guy Emery Shipler, editor.of The
Churchman, and has offices at 425
Fourth Avenue. The executive come
mittee consiats of Louls Adamic;

- Dr. Henry A Atkinson, Douglas
Auchinclogs, Richard J. Cronan; B,
Snell Hall, Mrs. J. Preston
Philip J, Jaffes; Albert D. Lasker;
v Ralph Lowell, Kate L. Mitchell,
§ . Richard B. Scandrett Jr., Profegs
sor G. Nye Steiger, John R. Tunis,
Richard J. Walsh, Robert Norton;
secretary; Arthur J. Goldsmith;

r, and Dr. Shipler.
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J -~ MRS. JOHN GUNTHER
|1 9

Eicurt West FORTIETH STREET

NeEw Yorg, N.Y. ' .
: ’ . ~

v December 26, 1942

Dear Mr, Whites (W L L

It would be & major tragedy to the cause of the United Nations
if the deadlock in Indie were forgoitten or undsrestimated in the re-
Joleing over our offensives in other parts of the world.

Many of us belleve that what is needed now above all is frank
end open discussion of India‘as problems by experts, to the end that
American public opinion may be based on facts rather than uninformed

-prejudice. This is & global war - let us not forget that. We shall

heve to write e global pesace if this war 1s to be fought to lasting
good. Eech of the United Nations must have the assurance that its
partioular problems and needs will be understood and respected when
we meet to draw up the peace.

+ In cooperation with the India lieague of Amerloes, the authori-
tative and responsible organization interpreting India's ideels to
this country, Lonis Ademic; John Chemberlain and I have been in touch
with & number of writers and newspaper correspondents who know India,
end will apeak honestly of the situation.

January 26th 1s India‘Independence Day, We have declded to
mark this date by holding a dinner-forum at the Hotel Biltmore with
distinguished speakers who resent different aspects of India‘s
problem today. Pee » Fischer and William Shirer have
already agreed to that Lin Yutang and Dr. Syud Hossain
will also be there men and‘woman has made a profound

_of Sponsors of this dinnmer,

1 of a wider discussion of the
er un ;rstanding of the ideals which
en,in India today? 1 shall be very

nce on tha enclosed card

Yours s@%
Qs :

Frances Gunther

thereby indicating
Indien situation %
animate 400,000, 00
glad to receive yo
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COORDIMATING COMMITTEE ON INDIAN FREEDON
Room 706 -~ 112 East 19th Street
New York City

DEC 29 1947

Dear Friend; N 2@"::"_:,".'?’

The Annual Convension of the CsI.0, meeting in Boston last month,
unanimously passed a resolution reading, in part, as follows:

YRESOLVED, that the GIO supports the aspirations of the Indian pecple for the
national independence needed to mobilize their energies and resources for a

full part in the war against Azxis aggression,

"The CI0 wrges the President of the United States to exert his influence to
secure the liberation of the Indien Congress leaders now imprisoned and the
immediate resumption of negotlations between the British govermment and the
representatives of the Indien people looking toward the establishment of a

nationnl government in India that will mobilige the people and resources of
that countzy for total war and total victory over the Axis.*

Representatives of orgenizations attending the October 19th meecting
of the rdinating Commitéee on Indian Freedom wlll remember that concreto
steps toward sffecting the presentation and adoption of the resolution were
taken that afternoon, The commitments made wepe carried out and may have
contributed materially toward this gratifying endorsement by the CI0 of the
principles for which we stand.

Oa January 26th, 1943, Indinn Nationnl Independence Week will be
inangurated by a dinner at the Biltmore, sponsored by the India League of
hmerica, Pearl S, Buck and William Shirer will be among the speakers, It
is hoped that.a nation-wide hook-up will broedcast the spesches made on that
occasion to other similar dinnera elsewhere,

: Individuals and representatives of organizations recelving this letter
are urged to attend the New York dinner and to assieét, through their national
affiliations, in the promotion of large and smpll mectings in ather cities
that evening and the week following.

“‘be kept informed of orgunizational or
hie event, Please courminicate with the
,;st,g9th Street, New York City, The

telephone number is PLaz

Cordially,

Secrefiéggééi/;he Coordinating Connittee
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ToStayinIndia,
ComeWhatMay!

Most Important Attempt to
Reveolt Since the Sepoy
Mutiny Stiffened Rule

By Sonia Tomara
By Telephone to the Herald Tribune

Copyrlght, 1042, New York Tribune Ine,

NEW DELHI, Indla (via London),
Sept. 22 (Delayed) —Distress grips
you tighter ‘every day you pass in|
this capital of India, trying to un-
derstand the gigantic problems fag-
ing it and to find an honest solution.
The gravity of the situation in war
time is self-evident, yet no remedy
indicated by one side or the other
appears to be adequate to relieve it.

T wili tiy to describe the state of
things as I see it after two weeks
in India. It is a short time and yet
those who have been here many
years are likely to be more en-
tangled than I in the detalls and
hence unable to see the main points.

In the words of one of India's High
officlals, this country during the last
month has passed through the most
in:portant attempt at rebellion since
the great Sepoy Mutiny -in. 1857,
deep scars of which Delhi still bears,
The recent outbreak .certainly  did
not equal the Sepoy revolt in force or
violence, but it showed: ¥the:state of
pgencraj unvest and resentment.: Tt
was “nipped:in the bud” ‘a:man in
postion to know told ‘me.. ‘Only the
echo of it is still heard, =

I arrived here when it was coming
to_gn end and today we are allowed

NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNI

|Na.tlons and how the Britlsh pre-
Cheap Quinine Project

A well known doctor wanted to
start a' quinine plantation and dis-
tribute the drug cheaply to malaria-
affected peasants. The government
did not permit it, and now, my host-
ess sald, there is a shortage of qui-
nine when malaria is raging. This
women is surrounded by Moslems
who -are supporting the Congress
party, According to her, the feel-
ing -between the Moslems and the
Hindus has been stirred up artifi-
cially, and that all Indlans are alike
and all want freedom. '

She related an incident which hap-
ned during the recent disturbance:
postofice was burned by a rebel-
lous mob and two Moslem officlals
were stoned to death; whereupon the
Moslem . leaders of the mob told the
Hindus present to go home so as not
to permit the authorlties to describe
the riot gs a religious one. The Mos-
lems were ready to take all the blame
or the arson and murder.®

‘"his’© ay have been an lsolated
inztanc~ It is so difficult in Indla
to:know the final truth. Here . in
Delhi we see only t. >se Indians who
are -engaged in politics and there is
little:vaccord -between ' them. We
do not: know ‘what ‘people at large
think; but-one thing is-clear:. only
Indians that havé: government jobs
defend the:government in . its pres-
ent policy of force;-All others eriti-
cize it; even if. from different view-
polnts: :A: most significant. state-
ment: was: issued last week by a
very moderate leader; Sir Tej Ba-
hadur: Sapro; who' differs ‘sharply
from’ the: Congress party leaders:
He sald the craving for freedom is
a genuine feeling shared by the In-
dian masses, even those who are not
supporting the Congtess party. This
by the Assembly’s

to say what the government had notjy

wanted the enemy. to know. before:

aged, the - distribution of sﬁpp]ies

hampered ‘and the steel and textile
industries were on:strike. For about
a month it was difficult to travel be-
tween Delhi: and: Calcutta; Many.
thousands of workers in’ the impo;

tant Tata - steel: plant’ took their
three months: bonus,” pald by the
owners, - and walked: out’ for two
weeks. : o

Mill Owners Back Gandhi
All this'is a’story df the past. The
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YUTEMET:. T AT IS ENOWE IR s wessy vaen
Indian mill owners are supporters of§
Mohendas ¥. Gandhl becsuse theyy
went . to become Iindependent af
Britaln, The movement of the
Hartel, or the closing down of all
business, bas been really successful
only in the ares of shmedabad, the
ghief textile center, which hagal-
ways been Gandhi's strongheld. The
mein viclenca and damuge was to
ihe raflways in the Biher Provinecs,
on the route to the Busmese frond,

1t 15 admitted here ‘in  govern-

ment elreles that the sutheritlest

were taken somswhat by surprise by
the systematlc atlacks on com-

. munication Mnes. This caused
. momentary suecess of the attack.
Now the sltuation is well In hand
and, according to British officials,

__ there is no mers fear of surprlse.
rds of one of them: “There

Irethe w - T
waay apa-
nese a, but less than
ihere has been now. Pollce ap-
paralus has been overhauled snd
the government has shown ite BW YOR

strength, We are well prepared foz:E

any eventuality.”
The Indian government s highly
pleased that the Indians .chose
thelr own moment to unleash the
irouble, and did net walt for the
“All-Indin (Nationalist) Congress
party to plck its thme, ‘

This Is the viewpoint of the Brit-
ish and Indilan officlals. If you
listenn to Indians who are not in the
government, wnot only Congress
party followers out so-called mod-
erates, the story is different. They
say that what hes happened has
severed all bridges
T

only be attained by violence.
They insist that the trouble s not

has proved that the solution canliindus bhas been sthired u

Nations snd how {he British pre-
vent them.
Cheayp Quinine Project

tribuie the drug cheaply to malaria-
afiected peasants. The government
did not permit it, and now, my host-
ess sald, there is o shortage of qui-

who are suppoerting the Congress

hotween theiParty. According to her, the feel-
an people and the British andiiDg between the Moslems and ;he

srtifi-
cially, and that all Tndians are alike
and all want freedom.

4 well known doctor wanted tejg
start a quinine plantation and dis-i§

nine when malaria is raging, This!’
woman s swrounded by Moslems|§

peace sheuld
jcans imme
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would be revi

led, but lz continuing. Indeed,; She related an incident which hap-
Lewspapers speak daily of slightipened during the recent disturbance:
disturbances. Here ab random, are @ Dostoffice was burned by a rebel-
reports in todey’s paper: Combined {lious mob and two Maslem officials
police and troops fire on Lashari, [were stoned to death; whereupon the
Behgr Frovince. Mob of 202 with {Moslem leaders of the mob told the
guns, attack police near Patna, nine jHKindus present to go home so as not
were killed and six injured. A4 rulefic permit the authorities to deseribe
ins been promulgated in Bengal—a tthe riot gs a religious one. The Mos-
. province most likely to be attacked liems were ready to take all the blame
—that any person failing to halt at %er the arson and murder.®
& military challenge may be fired o0, F ““hiy'  ay have been an isolated!is provide an
Rival FHunger Strikes inztanc~ It is so difiicult in India|{he post-war
in Harachl this' incident toolk |t0 know the final fruth. Iere in{ The chambu
place: Students boycatted a college. | Dellll we see only t. se Indians Who|\shows inat 1
“The princlpal declared he would go |27¢ engaged in politics and theve iS\now, the der
on a hunger strike if the studentsliftle nccord hetween them. = Welmonths woulc
did not return to their studies, Then |G A0t know what people at largeltomobiles, 1,5
the students went om & hunger)tRinlk, but one thing as_clearj only| rrigerators, 1
strike to prevent the principal from | Zndians that have gavernment jobs|enines, 1,200
dolng it. But today it was announced! defend the government In its Dres-|jtems of fun
that the fast has been called off by ent polley of force, Al others criti-1j.onc 600,000

o © ize it, even if from different view- =
poth sides, who decided to discuses: S . Pl 900,000new ¥

A ; ' cpoints. A most significant state-
“ the situntion, B

Neot Caunt

Tt is naturally difficuls for the, AP0 Was issued lash weel Dy =
newcomer to know what is happen-
ing in the country at large. The
British resent sirongly Americans’
tendency te sympathize with the
Congress palty . and to criticize

He said the craving for freedom is
a genulne feeling shared hy the In-

PBritish actlen-in India. They say supporting the Congress party. This

that they hove:been-here 200 vears
and know how to handle the situa-
tlon better » than ~we 'do,” which is
doubtlesstrue;: However, it is-im-
passible: to - overlook . the . mistakes
they have ‘madein" recent :times
andthe: antagonism': they “ have
aroused.; American gupport is par-
Zlcularly ‘sought by Indian Nation-
alists; . and - American:: correspond-
ents are made:tg-listen {o all In-
dian - grievances, and . their . argu-
ment that:if - immediate and " com-
Plete - independence . were = granted
ghem,-all:would :go well and India
%would go:all: out: to’fight the axis.

The latter argument is unconvine-
ing,-but: it 15 -gibeult not to sym-
athize - with  the Indian deésire for
self-rule.. - The.other night I was
mariicularly moved by the words of
an:Indian woman. The ‘men here
talk volubly and.their viewpeint is
s0-unrealistic that their arguments
ifail to be forceful.'The women  are
closer to -earth-and :their  position
snakes” them shy :and:reticent, .

¥ had a dinner [1'a Beautlful Mes-
Jem  home where: the hostess’ was
gtill bashiul . though :completely out
of .the /Purdah!  We  ate  on the
moonlit lawn and among the men
the conversation naturally turned o
politics. I -listened, bug - then my
hostess -began to' talk' to mevin"a
low velee... Gradually her: words
Bbecame  more ardent and  her erit-
fcism¥of :the - Bnglish' more pointed.
She told how:the clvillsed Indians

view ¢+ reflected by the Assembly’s
debate,

Yet, for the present, there is no
chance of freedom for the Indians.
The doors are closed by the gov-
rnment, whose members say, with
logic, that it is impossible to negotl-
ate with the Indians so scon nfter
an attempt at vebellion. The Con-
gress party leaders remain the most
representative of all and the British
jalled those considered rebels,” No
step will be made, for a long time at
least, to extend a hand to them.

Political men of other parties
hopeq they would be called to form
a government, but it seems to be the
present government’s view that such
a regime would not help. This is why
the policy of force will be msain-~
teined throughout India, whatever
the consequences it may bring.

81y gnxlous:fa. S“I{Q,‘Ji‘ﬁ;,ﬁhg “Untted !
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CRIPPS REPORTFS TO
PARLIAMENT ON His
MISSION TO INDIA

THE LORD PRIVY SEAL'S
REPORT TO PARLIAMENT ON
HIS FAILURE AT NEW DELHI
REVEALED NO NEW FACTS
AND OFFERED NO NEW
HOPES.

It repeated, and more often
permitted te be infered by im-
plication, that the causes of the
New Delhi breakdown were dis-
agreements in India, There
were also a few references to
Indian characterists which was
in the true family tradition of
British Imperialism. As for the
reality ~of the situation, Si.
Stafford Cripps preferred not to
deal with the root causes and
only glossed over the real and
proximate reasons for the break:
down. He admitted, ‘however,
that the final cause of the break-
down was “the form'of the tem-
porary government that should
be in power till the end of the
war and the coming into opera-

. -4lon of the new.  constitution.!

Sir Stafford Cripps’ explanation
on this vital point is very signi-
ficant in What it does not tell us.
Having permitted the inference

both by his speech and all his

previous statements that it was
due to Indian disunities, he went
no further in his speech than to
say that the position demanded
by ‘the: Congress would have

created an Executive Council re-

sponsible to itself and to no one
else;-and that I am quite confi-
dent that none of the minorities
would bave accepted such a posi-
tion, and: least of all the Mos-

loms.” Thus on this crucial point
all ‘the evidence we have is th
confidence that Sir Stafford feit,

andnot what we ourselves may
deduce from the facts. In -

interview Iater in the debate Siv
- Stafford admltted that “it

Continued on page 2, col. 1)

. the United Nations.
_ promiseé of the future of all humanity.

lia. National Government Now

Resistance to aggression can only be effective under a free Mational Governmeﬁt——Nehru

EDITORIAL

IS THERE AN AMERICAN GOEBBELS?

The campaign to smear India as a land of disharmo-
nies and a people unfit to enjoy the fruits of democracy,
conveniently goes on in a section of the American press
and a number of monthly journals. Oftimes I have pon-
dered on the origin of these diatribes. I have wondered
whether, in America, there lives a Dr. Goebbels whose
signature underwrites the blasts of infamy which dis-
eourages a -fuller understanding of the Indian people’s
aspiration by the United Nations. Truth and freedom

are for all .and I.can do no more for the cause of the

United Nations and the American people than to raise
my voice in behalf of my ecountry and my people and in
behalf of the Colonial peoplées everywhere whose aspira-
tion to liberty and freedom are tantamount.to the cause
to' which'we are all committed.

DEPLORABLE INTRANSIGENCE

The Cripps Mission has not assisted the task of the
Indian national movement of organising resistance to
fascism. It has impeded it, and the disillusionment and
bitterness it has created is affecting the Congress. pro-
gram and making its lone task more difficult ‘of imple-
menting. It is déplorable and incredible that there is
still a government which refuses to assimilate unmistak-
able truths demonstrated so tragically in recent months.
That is, that planes, tanks and guns do not constitute
the total defense of a nation, but the will of the people
spoken in terms of liberty and freedom are tantamount
to the defensé of their land agamst the destructive forces
unleashed upon us all

POLICY 7~

. being tapped in
, that new industries are springing
e to produce arms and eqhipment: for the
allied armies, but of the Indian people—what of them?
Those who would unleash powerful forces free and unre
strained in the defense of freedom are enchained and
struck down from popular effectiveness by men who still
strangely believe in the colors of the old school ties. Do
they still lack falth in a new and free India? Or can it

emselves——that they have set for all peonles upon

, ‘Wh’om“thexr own freedom and liberty depends?

The action on this point alone lies at the door-step of
It is drgent and‘mteg*al to the

(Continued on' Page'2)
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JAWAHARLAL NEHRU
NEHRU REBUKES HALIFAX

“Viscount Halifax still con-
tinues to read us sermons and
tell us how insignificant we are
in this great land of India,” says
Jawaharlal Nehru, ‘“perhaps so,
then why trouble about us with
proposals?” Nehru bluntly put it
as  he referred to an untimely
speech made in New York by the
British Ambassador on Apnl Tth,
1942,

Lord Halifax said on April
7th that, according to his infor-
mation, the rejection of the
Cripps proposals was likely.

“In" other words,” continued
Nehru, “the British Ambassador
was suggesting that it would
make no difference to the wa-
if the British did nct reach a
settlement with the Congress. It
is . remarkable that a few days
after this speech was made, the
British. Government seemed to
alter its previous attitude about
!:he formation of an Indian Na-
tional Cabinet—a fact which led
to the abrupt collapse of the ne-
gotiations.”




(Continued from page 1)
quite true that I did not disuces
the minority guestiom with (-
Congress, but that does =n
mean there was mo difficulty. [
was discussing with all ‘minori.
tizs, Naturally it was not a mat-
ter that I discussed with Con-
gress.” It seems a little difficult
to follow this sort of argument

in view of the peril in which we

find ourselves.

It is evident from all that hap-
pened at New Delhi and even
from the Lord Privy Seal’s re-
port to Parliament that the prin-
cipal parties to the negotiations
were the British Government
and the Congress, and that it
was for a general settlement of
the Indian problem. Yet we are
told that the main difficulty (ac-
cording to the Lord Privy Seal)

was not even discussed with .-

Congress, and, what is more, is
not -considered as within the
“natural sphere of relevant dis-
cussion.” The implication of the
statement is that the parties to
and future or present settlement
in India are the British Govern-
ment and the “minorities” on
the one hand, and the Congress
and the united forces of the In-
dian people on the other. If this
be the case the continuance of
British authority to protect their
side which will have to remain
on Indian soil is a foregone and
inevitable conclusion. The inde-
pendence of India or any part
of it on those conditions is a
facade for the cloaking of Brit-
ish power.

WHAT MAY BE DEDUCED
FROM THE LORD PRIVY
SEAL'S SPEACH

From what the Lord Privy
Seal told Farliament und ‘what
he ommitted to say it is clear
that the “minority”; question’is

the unwnllmgness of ‘the British

Government to transfer power.

Sir Stafford accepts, again in
the true imperialist tradition, the
arguments of the “martial” and:
the non-martial - classes’ His
visits to the USSR and China
and his own associations in the
past with India are less appar-
ently powerful in. shaping’ his
present views and actions about
the role of a people in the de-
fence of their country than those
forces which have always ruled
India and:the Empire.

Perhaps  the ‘more  significant
part of this epilogue -on the
Cripps - Mission . was  not the
speech ‘of ‘the Lord Privy Seal.
The approbation that he received

EDITORIAL

(Continued from page 1)

WHAT WE _SHOULD KNOW -

India, in plain fact, is the pivot round which the whole
United Nations effort revolves. In plain fact too, the in-
dependence of India is necessary as part of the supreme
effort of the United Nations as expressed in the Atlantic
Charter.

It must be demanded by the British and American
peoples without ceasing, that freedom for India and the
Colonial peoples must in all sincerity be realized now
and not be relegated to some distant future. This means
the implementing of swift and radical changes by men of
initiative and bold venture. It calls for the ultimate use
of sound logic by those men who direct the destinies of
the United Nations.

Indian leaders have spoken long and patiently of the

future and have always been ready to act in terms of"

common sense and realism. It now no longer can be said
that the Indian people are unaware of the danger at
their doorstep . . . history tells a different story.

WHAT THE FORCES OF FREEDCM DEMAND

they have been, we have seen the growth of new faith.
A new enlightenment has swept the countries of the
world. Nw understandings and new alignments have
taken place giving hope and confidence for the future of
all races. All these happenings cannot but have historic
effect upon India and the Colonial Empire. Yet, we must
admit that their own long struggle to emerge from the
grip of a devastating and old system remains unaltered.

The forces of freedom demand that tokens must give
way to greater realities if the Indian and Colonial
peoples are to be convinced that they shall share in equal
measure the fruits of the future.

The Indian and the Colonial peoples fit into this great
struggle only as free men .. . as such they are potent
allies; as subject peoples they are a danger to them-
selves and to the greater cause. To solve:this problem
the United Nations need not:look upon: these -peoples
for the solution; but to themsélves. It is‘the mioral chal-
lenge of humanity flung into the laps of those who are
heads of the United Nations:

from' old diehards in the House
of Commorns, the arguments of
those who came to his rescue and
showered him with praise, and

mier in his speech in Parliament
on the 11th, March, 1942.

The British ‘‘negotiation’ in
India were with the Congress

“"Historic months have passed before us. Tragic though »

the arguments he himself mar-
shalled in his attempt to prove

that his failure was due to

being used, as hitherto, to mask  causes inherent in Indian con-

ditions, and not m the made-

and the approach h ma ) -
claim the real reason for his
failure. This is sought to be
clouded not only by rmsmg other
issues, but alsc by the axromatxc;
references to. smcenty and good-
will. : .
REALITY. OF THE -
CRIPPS NEGOTIATIONS

The reality is that the _mission
entrusted to the Lord Prxvy Seal

ulone Conzreu allowed itself to
be drlwn mto them ns |t is alive

1t|Lat|on today. It js
do everylhlng it can
e cﬂ'echvcly, even if

And tlle people. This alons

_will mazimise the resistance to
;thc perlb that thro:ten India

lnd the cauze of the United Na:
txonl in the East. It negotiated
becausa the Lord Privy Seals
onglnll ‘approach at New Delhi
to the problcm of interim settle:
ment was on the basis of a na:
tional government in India ‘in
which the Viceroy wouid be only

was that of obtalmng Indian
agreement to the policy of the
British Government as contained
in its declaratwn of August 8th,
1940. In fact, this was stated
to be its function by the Pre-

a constitutional head, and' the
Indian Exccutive would have all
powers of a government  with
reservations on defense. [t ne.
gotiated because the Lord Privy

. Seal did not initially take up the

position he subsequentially toolk,
and now maintains, that the
Central Government’ of India
would not be popularly consti-
tuted or endowed with effective
power and initiative. On the
contrary, he gave the Comgress
leaders to understand that a na-
tional cabinet was possible with-
in the limits of Clnuu E of his
proposals,

He stated that:—

a these proposals cannot be al.
tered in fundamentals;
b they represent the unaninizonu
view of the British Cahinet;
they would undoubtedly com.
mand the acceptance of the
British Parliament;
d they are amenable to modifi-
cation (and probably enlarge-
ment) in details;
they will be operated only if
ha (Sir Stafford) is able to
obtsin the sgreement of the
principal sections of opinion
India to them
He later stated that:
a the proposals must be accepted
or rojoctad in their entirety;
b he would decide whether there
is necessary agreement or not;
he would stay in Indis for =
short and specified time (ten
days) to mscertain this.
The proposals fall into two
parts:
1. THE FUTURE
a Objective and gosl;
2. THE PRESENT

b Method;

¢ British role.

His present position is entirely
different. He stated it in almost
the same terms as u<ed by Mr.
Amery in August of 1940, when
he was asked to agree to the es-
tablishment of an interim na-
tional government by making the
Viceroy’s Council a Cabinet de
facto, and thus bring about an
enterim’ settlement.

It “would probably be unfair
to ‘¢harge the Government with
the antics of some of its sup-
porters who followed in the de-

o

[}

‘bate, but the fact that Sir Staf-

ford’s "most  ardent supporters
were  the diehards in all parties
who have attacked the Indian
National movement her unity,
her ‘culture and her title or ca-
pacity to win freedom. in every
Indian debate, is not without
significance.

MR. 'AMERY'S SPEECH
IN THE DEBATE

The last speech in the debate
was ‘that of the Secretary of
State - for India. It is unneces-
sary to analyze it. It is the same
as all previous ones, It has not




changed in tone or in its capa-
city to exacerbate Indian senti-
ment. Mr. Amery’s speech sum-

ming up the debate also sums’

up the reasons for the failure of
the Lord Privy Seal. It restated
the Government position as it
was two years ago, “ever since
the Government came -into
office.” That position has not
changed. Where then, was the
basis of a settlement, and why
did Sir Stafford Cripps go to
India?

WHAT OF THE FUTURE?

The post-mortem on
Cripps Mission is now ended.
WHAT ABOUT THE FUTURE
FACING US GRIM AND PER-
ILOUS? The Government of
Britain says mnothing more can
be done. Mr, Amery ve-an-
nounced the old position which
the Lord Privy Seal has already
rostated, though in lass disagree-
able language. The Congress has
stated that it will not initiate
any approaches to the British
Governmeont. There is no basis
for such an approach on its side
unless there is a change in Brit-
ish policy. This change there-
fore is the crux of further nego-
tiations and a settlement. That
settlement is delayed at a grave
and common peril. It does mot
permit of the complacency die-
played by Parliament during the
India debate.

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
MUST ACT NOW .TO UN-
LEASH THE _ENERGIES OF
THE INDIAN AND COLONIAL
PEOPLES. 7

GANDHI ON THE PROPOSALS
AND ITS BEARER

“The _.faet :is,”  said. M=,
Gandhi, “that Sir Stafford Cripps
having become’ part of the Im-
perial machinery, unconsciously
pértook of its quality. It is a
thousand pities that the British
Government should have sent
proposals for dissolving the dead-
lock which, on the face of them,
were ‘too Tridiculous to find ac-
ceptance anywhere. And it was
a misfortune that the bearer
should “have’ been Sir  Stafford
Cripps, ‘acclaimed as a radical
among radicals and a friend of

the

India; He"should have known at

least - that ‘Congress: would not
look ‘at “Dominion' Status, even
though-it “carried the right of se-
cession ‘the very moment it was
taken.

{separate Moslem States), and
yet not a Pakistan of the Mos-
lem League's conception, and,
last of all, it gave no real con-
trol over defense to responsible
Ministgrs” Thus wrote Mr.
Ga¥idhi in his paper Harijan, in
an article entitled “That Ill-
fated Proposal,” which appeared
on April 19, 194%

“WE MUST ARM THE
PEOPLE OF I\NDIA e
—JAWAHARLAL NEHRU

“An Indian Defense Minister
could raise a People’s Army that
would fight for every yard of
Indian earth with the same fierce
determination as the Russian
peasants are showing,” said
Pandit Nehru on April 7, 1942.

But the British Government
refuses to transfer such powers
to an Indian Defense Minister.
Nehru has stated that the list of
functions that the War Cabinet
was willing to transfer to an In-
dian Minister was comic. He was
to confine himself to appealing
for recruits (of whom there is
no ‘shortage), of looking after
existing arms production, com-
munications, ete.- This list would
have made: the position of the
Defense -Ministér ' ridiculous “in
the ‘eyes of the publi¢; comment-
ed :Nehru,

WHAT CONGRESS WISHED
TO DO IN INDIA

The Indian National Congress
did not desire to interfere with
the strategical functions at pres-
ent exercised by General Wavell.
What Congress asked for was to
arm the people at once and train
4 Home Guard or rmlltm quickly,
so that, if the enemy landed in
any province, planned resistance
could be offered before the reg-
ular troops arrived across the
vast dlstances of Indxa ‘
believes that Indla can p “duce

arms output. He says that India
is better equipped with factones
. her pe ple than  were
Chma ‘when they be-
_ At the present
these factones and workshops
are Government-owned or. Gov-
ernment-controlled There is no
Home Guard Only a few privi-
leged civilians and Government
servants are permltt,ed to carry
small arms. Outside the regular
army, India is unarmed.

WHO IS ON THE NATIONAL

“He 'knew too, that the DEFENSE COUNCIL?
posal ‘contemplated spnmn{}b;\ Control of Indian Defense i3
India into three parts; each hav-

ing - different ideas of govern-
ment.: It contemplated Pakistan

m the Vieeroy in Coun:
cil, and he is required to pay due
obedience to orders from ths, Sec-

retary of State Mr. L. S. Amery.
In the Viceroy's Council the De-
fense Minister and the Com-
mander-in-Chief are one and the
same man, General Wavell. De-
fense policy and defense expen-
diture is outside the control of
the Indian Legislative Assembly
at New Delhi. Last year a Na-
tional Defense Council was set
up consisting largely of Princes
and notables. They can only ad-
vise. They meet for a few days
once every two months,

WHAT ABOUT THE
INDIAN ARMY?

No finer example of fighting
men can be found anywhere else.
Indian soldiers have won honors
on every battlefield in this war
and the last. But for a country
of 388 millions of people the
present army is far too small.
Even if the million and a half
of the Indian Army had all been
trained and fully equipped ac-
cording to Aldershot specifica-
tions, they are still not numer-
ous enough to fight in Libya,
Syria, Iran, Burma and defend
the whole of India and Ceylon
at the same time. India, being a
country the size ‘of Europe, re-
quires- a force larger than the
army “Belgium had, or Poland.
The Army of Free China number
some twelve millions though they
are’ ‘notfully” mechanized or
fully equipped, but  -they ¢an
fight as' they ‘have :proven by
fighting the Japanese to'a stand-
still for five long years now. In-
dian factories: produce large
quantities rifles, light machine-
guns, mortars, grenades, explo-
sives, uniforms and boots .. " all
basic equipment for militia ",
for guerilla warfare.

HOW A GREAT LACK

MAY BE FILLED

_ There is a vital lack of in-
structors and officers in India.

Before the war it took two and

a half years to turn out an In:

i:dian Oﬂicer, and there were only
three military

schools. It still
takes eighteen months to' turn
one out now. Meanwhile' the
Japanese do not wait while India
trains her new. officers.  There
must be improvisation: Ths"men

_who fought in the International

Brigade in Spain were trained in
six weeks. Their officers came
from many countries.’ But those
ragged troops led by these offi-
cers  held Madrid. " Similarly,
China may lend India instructors,
or. America or ‘Australia

men who have fought the ‘enemy

. men who know  his taectics.

INDIAN WAR INDUSTRY
MUST BE EXPANDED
MORE RAPIDPLY

Had the Government of India
planned the expansion of Indian
war industry on the basis of
making India self-sufficient in
tanks, aircraft, artillery, war-
ships and so on, there might have
been no collapse in the Eastern
theatre of war. Supplies of tanks
and planes ‘and other equipment
to Russia and China would not
have had to be shipped thousands
of miles by sea. In all the arms
factories (according to the lat
est figures available) there are
only 60,000 workers. Yet, there
are hundreds of thousands of en-
gineers, mechanics and techni-
cians in civil life. India is the
second largest producer of iron
ore in the British Empire; the
same is true of the production of
coal. In all but special steels,
the steel industry can meet near-
ly all the requirements of India's
defense forces.

Vice - Admiral Sir Herbert
Fitzherbert, Flag Officer Com-
manding the Royal Indian Navy
said on March 24, 1942, that
corvettes and other small craft
were building at Calcutta, Bom-
bay, Karachi and Cochin . .. he
was sure that with proper train-
ing India could build her own
cruisers and other warships in_
course of time . . . there is no
time to lose . . . this is the time

. not in due course.

FAILURE:TO MEET INDIAN
DEMANDS IMPERILS

. UNITED NATION’S EFFORT

“Under a National Govern-
ment there would be no room
for -slackers, Indian or English.
The war would cease to be an
evening-dress affair. Tea-parties

and ‘dances would stop.” Thus
did: Nehru comment on the
ability “of a National Govern-

ment’s: 'to mobilize man-power
and:resources throughout India.

The ‘present Government of
India-has demonstrated its lack
of prevision, its failure to mobi-
lize the people and its unwilling-
ness to face up to the harsh
reality of total war and total war
effort. _It, unfortunately bears
an immediate responsibility for
the grave peril in which India.
China, Russia and Britain her-
self stand today. The United
Nations should realize this one
fact deeply, that India cannot be
defended by a few divisions of
British,. American and Indian
soldiers’. . . India needs a mass
army, navy, air-force, and civil

All of which iz in the

defense.




realm of possibility with the set-
ting up of a National Goverm-
,ment.,

NEHRU. ISSUES CALL TO HIS
.PEOPLE FROM CALCUTTA

Speaking from Calcutta to the
Indian people, Jawaharlal Nehru
.appealed to the Indian People to
avoid a complacent attitude and
develop a spirit of resistance to
any aggressor who might attempt
to invade Indian soil.

“It is obvious, said he, “that
‘on no account must we submit
to any aggressor.
army that came in would try to
make a2 home for themselves in
India, and once they had estab-
lished, it would be very difficult
to deal with them or dislodge
them "easily in the future. To-
day the . question .of non-cooper-.
ation with the British did net
arige, because non-cooperation
-with the British inevitably meant
an invitation to the Japanese to
come to India and it meant
enormous help to the Japanese
army.”

SOME OBJECTIONS AND
ANSWERS TO THEM IN
RELATION TO A NATIONAL
GOVERNMENT FOR INDIA.

(1) A National Government
so involved by Indian opinion
would change the entire basis of
‘policy and administration in
India. :

ANSWER: The statement is
true and' the. contention valid.
But it is not comprehensible why
this should be stated as an ob-
jection. It is the conclusive ar-
gument: for bringing ‘about the

otransformation. :

(2) ‘A transformed Viceroy’s
council 1d  be resp ibl

whether only to' itself or to the
major “political parties in lpdil.

Any foreign

responsibility to the legislatures
as a government of that kind
would..not be able to carry on

without the confidence of the

majority in the central legisla-
ture and without the cooperation
of provingial governments
(which are popular govern-
ments).

(c) The relations between the
British Cabinet and Parliament
are not regulated by Statute but
are the result of practice (con-
ventions) which represent po-
litical and not legal changes.
Responsibility of governments to
Parties is a recognized element
in Parliamentary Governments.

(3)“A National Govornment,”
says Sir Stafford Cripps, would
mean the rule of a “tyrannical
majority.”

ANSWER: The allegations
and implications of this regret-
able observation by Sir Stafford
are not borne out by facts.

(a) The Congress does not
seek to set up the Government
of a party at the centre, It is not
seeking power for itself but for
the Indian people as a whole.:

(b) There:is nothing in’Con-
gress ‘record  either ‘as ‘a. move-
ment ‘or a government to show
that it is “tyrannical.” It exer-
cises’ very powerful ' discipline
over its followers but the sanc-
tion behind the discipline is not
the threat of prison or torture
but public opinion.

(¢) ‘As governments in the
provinces its record belies this
allegation. Its achievements in
the service of minorities and

treatment of them is a creditable
_one standing in contrast to that .
of previous British administra-

tions. A Government White
Paper (issued in 1939) referred

to those governments as having

This is" undemocratic and léud’s—‘“.il‘"di-*;t.i‘iignixwi\sl‘xéd _record of pub:

to the tyranny of parties.

ANSWER: (a) If an interim
government of the kind suggest-
ed cannot’ be made more fully
responsible to a legislature it is
because ¢elections in India, major

constitutional changes and the

alteration of the Legislatures to
fully elected bodies are ruled out
by the British: Government. In-
dian national opinion considers
these - possible ‘and would wel-
come them.

(b) In law the Executive

. ement during the last
2%k y - .

democratically. Congress elec-
tions, discussions reached or
about to be reached, go on all
over the country in huge meet-
ings and committees. Its com-

__position precludes it from being

tyrannical to any section of the
Indian popu]ati;m. ‘

__(e) In any case, the rule of a
_majority cannot be worse than
_the rule of an autocratic Viceroy

Gouncil would presumably be

_responsible to the Governor-Gen-

eral. In fact it would be re-
sponsible: to public ,qpiniqn.‘\ln
a;limited way it would even owe

or of the Bureaucracy who is
not responsible to anyone, is out
of touch with Indian opinion and

has no appreciation of world -
_~ events. :

(d) The 'Cdnétess' functions

(4) No party other than Can-
gress, says Sir Stafford Cripps,
will accept a solution hased on a
natiopal government.

ANSWER: (a) The White
Paper published by the Govern-
ment oh the New Delhi negotia-
tions belies this allegation.

(b) The Moderates made the
same demand and pointed out
that it wag the minimum de-
manded by all parties.

(¢) The demands made by
other groups such as the oigns
were not in opposition to a na-
tional government but tor rep-
resentation in such a govern-
ment. In fact, Sir Stafford him-
self has stated that if the Lon-
gress had agreed other parties
would have entered into sucn u
_Government. . o

(d) The Moslem League leaa-
er, Mr. Jinnah, has, since the
breakdown of the negotiations,
spoken in opposition to a nation-
al government in the identicai
terms used by Sir Staiford
Cripps, but the issue of a na-
tional government never became
a practical reality. Other Mos-
lem leaders, whether they be
Moslem premiers or leaders of
the majority of Moslems, such as
the Momins, the Shiahs, the Jai-
maits and: the ‘Ahrars, have de-
clared their unity with the Con-
gress and their opposition to the
Moslem League.

(e) Dr. Maulana ‘Azad,” him-
self, a most distinguished Mos-
lem, has declared that . if - the
British Government agreed to a

~April . 1940,

national government the Indians
would come to such agreements
and arrangements as were neces-
sary.

PRESIDENT OF THE
ALL.-INDIA PEASANT MOVE.
MENT APPEALS FROM HIS
PRISON CELL

“The Indian peasants associate
themselves whole-heartedly with
the Allies in their fight against
the fascist powers, but declare
that their support will be great-
er if the freedom of India and
other dependencies is conceded
and if they are all declared to
be free and equal with all other
nations,” wrote Mr. N. G. Ranga,
President of the All-India Kisan
Sabha, from Velloe Vellore Jail
where he has been interned since
(“Manchester
Guardian,” April 11, 1942)

“Indian peasants only take
part in the anti-fascist struggle,”
continued Mr. Ranga, “because
they want free and equal part-
nershi,p not only for India, but
also for all the .African and
Asiatic dependent countries and
suppressed peoples. Only such a
clear-cut, heartening and un-
equivocal declaration from the
Allies can ensure success for the
democratic, progressive forces as
against the wily Japanese, brutal
Germans and cowardly Fascist
powers.”

No better proof of the seati-
ment of the Indian people could
be expected than the declaration
above of the leader of the great
peasant movement of India.
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© ADVANCL RELEASL
Resolution to be presented to the India meeting of the India League,
Soeptember 9th, 1942,

Whereas, 390,000,000 people living in Indis under British Impepialisn.
dcnied the right\;gwgovgrn themselves, are now engaged in a struggle

to achieve their independence; and ,ﬁ
Whereas, our British allies are seeking to suppress this struggle by
adopting variuos types of repressive measures, public flogying, levy
of colk ctive penalties, bombing from the air to disperse unarmed de-

monstrators; and

Whereas, the AlleéIndia National Congress in its last session of August

6th, 194&, decided that Mres Gandhi, on bchalf of the National Congross

- Party should approach President Roosevelt, General Chiang-Kai-Shek,ind

of the United Nations
pthet.tesdalsn, to seck their moral and political support towards th

fulfillment of Imdia's national aspiretions-- Indlan Independence--
which is consistent with the declared war sfms of the Unltcd Nations:
Whereas, the question of Indian Independence is not Britain's "domest-

lc affair", but a vitel concorn of the United Natlons for victory and

world freedom;

Be It Resolved, that tinis mecting held in the city of ‘Washington on

Septomber gth, 1942, urgently hppeal to President Roosevelt, General
Chiang Kai-Shek, and other heads of the United Natlons to take the

inlative and necessary sﬁeps for mediating the present Indo=-British

conflict by a commisaion of ropresentatives of the United States, Chix,

tions, bp"ore which the Britlsh Govermment and po-

1itical parties of Indif b skﬂdito present their case, to be scttlea

in conformity with'thu basﬁ‘ principles of frcedom of all peoples, r.-
cognition of lebetim j ity rights, but not partition of Indis,

with recognition of?India as an indepcndent united nation in alllance

\
~with the United Nations bo ;rotect mutual interests and furth;;”:¥§f

ceuse ol WOrld Freedom and pemocracy.

Be It Further ResolVQg thzt copies of this rosolution be sent to the

President, to the Secretarv of State, and to the heads of the Unitea

A S G G g



