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'|" The prisgner gaye his as Woodspu,
| He was arrested in y hefore yes-
terday on o warrant by the United

‘| B. Byers, of Louisville, Kentucky."

- | elnimant. §

“lture, Mr. Wills said that the power of At-

| but did not authorise, as required by law of
5 Ga;g;ms, the said power of Attorney’

e ABs BRANNE 1

-

FUGITIVE SLAVE CASE.
Tur first case in Piﬂtnr y under the fa-
mous Pugitive Slave Liw of the last Con.
gross eame up for trial before Judge Irwin

yosterday morning. \

Stater Commissioner Swather; and isclaimed
as a fugitive from the service of Miss Rhoda

He was detained in the Marshal’s Room,
until the arrival of Judge Irwin, when he was
brought into Court, in itons, He had been
arrestod by Benjamin 8. Rugt, Agent for the

Among the papers found on Woodson was
a certificate of membership in the Methodist
EpimJ pal E“Eﬁfé‘ d;tzldh l.m.l |

asper E. yy Esq. appeared as Counse
for the plaintiff. | p

Messre, Wills, Reed and Burns for the de-
fendants,

Mr. Brady said he did sot @l that he had
any apologies to make fon his appearance in
this case. He belioved that the Southern men
had a right to protection in recovering their

roperty. It was not hix firsg appearance on
Eehslf of elaimants for Ngﬁﬂ?glaws. “He
believed that Southern menfwere entitled to

made these preliminary remarks merely in
to the subject.

by  Mr. Wil'ilzi h:‘d flic n‘ﬂd« B;:t.nf
ngres: ocument fauthorises ja-
min E Rust to sell Wosdsin, after his m‘fp

torney was not properly certified ; that is, by
an of Court or other legal [unctionary.
It was certified by the Mayor-of Louisville,

Court overruled the ohjections of Mr.
Wills, saying that there was no necessity of
. oy T T I

r.wil may it N O

Judge Irwin—3Sir, lgmin decided, T do
not wish to hear any more on the subject.

William Reed—sworn—Ifacquainted with
Rhoda B. Byers, was her guardian, hut has,
settled his accounts two yeaky since; at that
time Woodson had escaped ¥ witness was the
owner’s agent for hiring Weodson out.

B. . 1 “dwuhﬁt “ﬂ]'d. N w(pdgqn 08
um from nefﬁca:ig-lune, 0 years since.

Has known Woodson for about

sired; for the last two years he had hired him
0 a store, where the work was casy.
gi%ﬁn acted in this ns guardian rorbﬁh tha

. Byers, was apponb ardian by the
Court. Is certain that J‘ prisoner is the
man, He, the prisoner, always went by the
name of Woodson ; hix Mistress knew him

| was employed in driving
kers,

Mmmﬂ&rﬂmmtq{, mgress; and he [
view.of the excitement and feeling in regard |
Power of Attorney was and objected to |/

Fzamined by Mr. ised Rhoda B. |'

That is the man wmdmmﬁ)sainung to the|'

aleven yuﬁ! Always endavercd to hire ||
Woodson to such persons as he himself de-|'

only by that name, thoughhe may have chan-
gmfv his name since. ]

Cross-Examined by Mr. Wills—Woodson
was always hired out in the city. Is certain
that the prisoner is Woodson, the escaped |
slave. It may have been three years next|
June since his escape; knows it in twoat|
least: did not charge his m ienlar-
ly.; witness resides in Lowlisville; Woodson

gfor brick-ma- |

Cross-Examined by Mr. . M. Reed—When '
witness settled the guardian account, there |
was about $1000 due Miss Byers, swhich was |’

paid to her; the rest of her patrimony was ex
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. oscape 8

had o sister who is a shm? in Louisville.—
Woodson was owned by Miss Byera at the
time of his escape,

By the Court—-1 hired the slave Woodson
out as Rhoda B. Byers' slave for ten years.

Woodgon was transferred to hands of wit-
ness as a slave by the Administrators of the
estate. Witness is in no way responsible for
theyurlsw. B W i {

sess had Avoady hen_ Gemalbd: il Btk

1fied the Court that he was ?nwmpéﬁm wite

ness., !

Judge Irwin sustained the objection of Mr.
Brady.

Witness said he hadno objection to answer
the question. g

By Mr. Reed-—Witness is not positive as to
the length of the time since the slave esca-
ped. itness had hired Woodson to a wine
merchant, who aceused him of stealing some
wrticlse: not wishing to haye the boy’s char-
acter ijured, witness took him back, intend-
ing to hire him again: this was about three
months after the settlement of the guardian
decounts; he intended to hire Woodson again,
but in the meantime the boy escaped. Had
hired Woodson to the wine merchant while
still guardian of Miss Byers. It may be three,
but is inclined %0 think it only two years since
the escape, i

The claimants here rested zh&- eanse,

Mr. Wills said on the part of "the defen
he would eall witnesses as to'the identity
the prisoner, "

John  Feck-—sworn-—Knows the prisoner,
has seen him frequently; his name is Gardi-
ner; has known him about three years: thinks
his first sequaintance with him was in the
spring: does not know how long Woodson re-
mained in Pittsburgh, or where he went to,
when he left; ang:m as 0 member of the
Methodist Church in ‘standing; became
acquainted with him in the Church relations;
he was an exemplary man.

Cross-Eramined—Woodson was an exhor-
ter, a Lay preacher in the church.

Judge Irwin—-Itisnot important as to wheth-
er he belonged to any church.

Rev. My, Green—sworn~| Witness is a col:
ored Clergyman.] Ilas known the prisoner
since September, 1848; his name is Richard
Gardiner; he was in this ¢ity ot that time; he
afterwards went to Beaver; while here he waa
a waiter; wes not intimately acquainted with
prisoner in church; he remained in Pittsbur,
until the spring of 1849 ; is positive that it

wns in the fall of 1848 that witnesé hecamep |

acquainted with Gardiner; never knew the
risoner by any other name than Gardiner;
oes not know where he came from, nor he
him say himself. !

Thomas Norrig-—sworn—Knows the pris-
oner; became acquainted with him late in
the fult of 184%; became acquainted with him
by séeing him at the church to which they
hoth _be on&d: he left Pittsburgh in the
spring of 1849. [The prisoner is quitea dark
colored man, although the power of attorney
deseribed him as light for n negro.)

Mr. Wills—Did Woodson tell you wherehe |

eame from?

T |

Mr. Bradv obiected. . |

fitive. -Woodson] s
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| persons heing mingled with the erowd,

waive his right to the ¢l speech.
1 Mr. Rbﬁd‘mid. for tga%m, that while
| he did not impeach the credibility of the wit-

| nor had the defence béen permitted to bring

| the loss of the slave to his ward. = consid-
| ered, therefore, that the witness appeared un-

| witness had been wistaken. He referred to
| mistakes that had sceurred in Philadélphia

T

.| theJudge becomes the sor of the donble
power ul' Court and ’J@F:nd by .his fiat,

Adom. - 4

After some disenssion’ the conrt sustained
the ohjection. , :

John Riddle—sworn-—~Knows the prisoner;
thinks he has known him thrée years: certain
it will be two H{:nn next June; knew him in
Bridgewater Beaver conuty in 1849,

Mr. Wills snid he had just sent for a wit-
ness whe could prove thet the prisonss came
from Detroit; and asked the indulgence of
u:: conrt for a few minutes until his arri-
val. .

The court room was by this time thronged
with spectators; a large number of colored

J. N. White—The witness expeoted by Mr,
Wills— having arrived, he stated that he had
;m the. prisonersbefore, Hut could not say
n or where, |

The testimony being concluded.

Mr. Brady said he saw no necessity of ar-
guing the question; the testimony was clear
as to the identity. He wonld not; however,

ness for the claimant, yet he did not know,

ont, how far the witness was responsible for

der suspicigus circumstances,  Mr. Hoed then
proc to discuss the testimony, relying
mainly upon the diserepancy or uneertaint
of the testimony as to the elapsed since his
eseape, and upon the difference between the
lirisuupr and the person deseribed in the
ower of Attorney. ' Mr. Reed thought the
wrong man hud hesu arrested, and the

in identifying the prisoners where a man had
been removed to h[:;::nd as a fugitive, bat
whose owner on his arrital pronounced him
the wrong man. | . :
Mr. Wills said he had one or two remarks
to make as to the mature of the testimony in
this case; and the character which iwould
possiey, Mis Honor [Judge lnviul pied
& most nsible position—one of the most
responsible in the conntry, The Iate law of
of Congress has invasted extraordinar Ew«
ers in the Judges. Owing to the con
of Congress in the lenyning, ability and inte-
grity of the Judiciary, the ordinary maxims
and custom of our laws had been so far de-

parted from as to r;rnm power in a single in-

dividual; for the decision of the great ques-
tivn as to the slavery or freedom of a.ai%m

consigns uot only the individual himself; but,
so far as shortsighted: mortals can foresee,
his posterity to slayery forever. He thought
the Court should, as in eriminal cases, pre-
sume the freedom :? the prisoner, until the
presumption was over-turned by positive tes-
timony-—iu short st as a jury. ;

Mr. Wills then proceeded to examine the
testimony relying muinly the difference
between the description of the fugitive in the
power of attorney, and the appearance of the

pr:i&ner. ;
sHe besought the Judge, as a man and n as

presumptions of law and the dictates of hu-
wanity in favor of the prisoner. The testi-
mony for the clnimant he said was flimsy;
and at all events let not the humane spirit of
the law be seouted from consideration in a
case where was to he decided for o man and

My, Braay 0&&%; ' 1

high judicial functionary notto disregard the |
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Mr. Brady briefly, explaining the |
law, and conten ing that was no real
discrepancy between the ap oe of the
prisoner and the description given in the
powerof attorney #o often alladed ta. The

HWMM*ﬂdIA for a mulatto, but
t fora negro.  He reforred to the Penn-
vam; Law of * wl:noh he kaid was worse

an the Fugitive nw law so ealled. The

urn;utilj om t,hm sithject he thought morbid.
He wished only to see the law enforeed, he
desired no more, I Woodson was not the |
slave, let him go m he (Mr. B.) would be |,
the Jast to oppose freedom; but he belie-|,
ved most sincerely that the case was clear
made out, and that Woodson was the slave
Rhoda B. Byers,

Thus far we copy the report of the Com- ]
mercial Jowrnal, bub we cannot follow it out
at length, Judge Irwin decided to deliver
the man to the claimant, and his expressions
of aympathy with him and the spirit of free-
dom are matters of no importance. *“Benj.
8. Rust swore that he feared a rescue, and
the Marshall took l}w necessary steps for his
protection.” The man was taken in irons to
Louisville, where he isnow in jail.  'We have
a private letter from a friend who his seen
Woodson's wife. We were confined to our
room yesterday by illness, and are too ner-
vous to-day to write on thix subjeet. The
widowed wife is trying to raive funds to pur-
chase her hushand, and our strong aati-ala-
very men object to giving anything, on the|,
ground that it would onlyhitprmm on ]
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slave-catohing—that Woodson cannot be sold
South, for the South will not buy him, lest
he put misehiel into the heads of other pieces
of property—that he cannot be kept in Ken-
tuecky, for he knows the way out of it.  T'his

are at that humble h ade desolate.—
He is, or was, a praying man, (be is 8 man
no more,) and had a little freehold. There
his children may kneel to ask for him, and

evening, in this our happy land, to pray!--
How many will remember these people ind
this their great affliction? Tt is not the quiet
grave which stands between them and their
protector; but the iron jaws of the slave pris-
an, and the sting of the slave’s lash.

How do people learn to talk aboat these
things when they coie so near 7 We came
to the city on purposé to give a full report of
the whole matter, and now our head is ach-
ing, aching, and we can find no words, It is
very terrible, and people look so calm and
unconcerned, leading papers congratulate
themselves and one another thatlaw has been
abserved. * The Gazette and Journal ‘are so
happified that all has been done decently and
in good order. This offering upon the altar
of our great national Molooh, has Leen re.
spectably presented, and the services went off
well, te Deunms to the Union have been sung,
thanksgivings offered up, the vietim has heen
slain, the priests have sprinkled the altar
with the blood, all have bowed towards Je
rusalem, and edeh man returned to his home,
there to take his baby upon hia knee, to look
into the face of his wife and forget the fami-
ly ties that their hands have broken.  Poor
Maj. Kaine how—-we pity him. He got down
so low as to compliment that poor animal
Sweitzer for the Avmane manner in which he
did his bull-dog part! Why does not some-
body throw a bone to Jasper E. Brady? He
is hungry for a word of praise, and sure he
is a faithful hound, one of the long-limbed
breed, and could be trusted for a chase! He
needed money ! We know he needed money,
and he got it, but he needs a word : of com-
mendation more! Why does not some one
say “ Bravo, Bounce!” and give him and
Sweitzer a cleanrugon which to lie down, and
lick their weary paws, afterthey have picked
their bones? Horses and dogs should always

irk | be well treated. \

their mother can say that he is gone—not to |
the grave, for there ‘“‘the wicked cease from|
troubling, and the weary afe at rest.” Thou-| '
|sands of happy families kneel down every i

i
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may be right, and it may be wrong; but God Ro
lielp the man, his wife and fatherless ohil-|*H
dren! We cannot write, for our thoughts|,
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Mr. White, who once said the slave law
| was “morally void,” shows great pleasure to

find it “legally binding.” He has the public
printing, and keeps an eye.on Washington.
Like the victim in this case, he is a good
Methodist; but the government might sell
1| all the Methodist preachers in creation and|,
1| Mr. White would be happy, =0 long as heli
gets government cash. )

The Preshyterian Advocate says never a
word. Woodson does not believe in the Con-
fession of Faith, and Mr. Annan feels no honds
of Christian fellowship near his heart.

The Tritune, Dispateliand Enterprise have
stood up manfally for truth and freedom, |;
.| and deserve all honor and eonfidence for so

. g :
dﬂ%he Judge is thought to have'leaned very
far over from merey’s side, and to -have ad-
-|judged awny a man’s liberty on less evidence
than would be required to conviet one of pet-
'ty larceny. The Mayor, too, called out the | ®
city police to aid the claimant, apd our jail
.| was used to keep the man all night. When
Sherifl Curtis learned he was there, hesent for
Sweitzer totake him away. Then he was kept
in irons in a room of our public buildings,
unhl Court hour. “On the side of the op-
v there was power,” while the poor and
the needy lifted up his hands in our midst, and
there was none to deliver! Did the people
of Allegheny county build the Court House
for a slave-pen? Do the people of Pittsburg
endorse the doctrine that a man shall not live
with his own wife and support his children?
Is the family relation no longer to be sacred
in our midst? Can any one be torn from his
family on the oath of one man, and consign-
ed to hopeless slavery, and is there no re-
dress? What is a Union worth that is to be
madntained at this price? The old “ipion
with death and with Hell,” could searcely

have wqmrad more from ita devotees.
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