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srrest legalised. A witnees i brought from
Alsbama or Teanesseo to ideatifly hia.
The case is hurriod through with ail possible
seerecy. If bemevelent mes, hearing of
the case by socideat, appeer in bohalf of
the defendsnt, it is in vais. They seek to
examine the party ea whoss afiidavit the
atrest became legal. He refusos to answer,
and Mr. Commissioner Morten sliows the
refusal, They introduce ether witasases
to prove the defendsnt & froemas, but they
canpot be sworn, The Commissioner has

beard encugh. He is satisfied that the
wanis & alave. His mind is made vp-
What aced of fariber testimeny to unsettle,
perhape to change it? Andeo, in ﬁ'en.n‘bling

ience by surpiies. He docided the whols quon..
bad bis cortificate in bis hand—deliveced it gry
in the twinkling of en aye—gathered up Mepy
pers, and retrvated toward the back desr of g
room. Busteod bardly had time 10 Kios the ;.
blebeld out to bim by the Commisiessr, |
wasall in vain that Mosere Juy, Emamet, sng
Culver jamped wpon the ﬂou asking the Oogye
missiener 1o boar ing their enrpriey,
ond the injustice done lhlxe(hat. Their effonry
woro all frailess, The Commissioner ..,_‘
to bear any thing further, .

Mr. Culver was drawing an affidavit ﬁ. p,..
ton to attsch a withess. Hia cliont, howaver, wyy
taken swddenly from him end removed ton
room inthe Marshal's office. Mr. Calver st aacy
applied to the Marshal for permission to go o
the room aud see his client, te have him sigy
lﬁdnn 1« l Asbeas corpue. His roquest wyy

exgerness, the case is olosed, the
of ownership banded to the sttorney, the
Comnissioner pockets his fee of ten dollars
and harries from the room, snd the ushappy
man is dragged off into slavery. B
‘That the case of Horace Preston was one
of conspiracy we do not pretend to aver, bat
for all that Commissioner Morton did, it
wight have been, with the same result as
now. We aak, then, what excuae is poesible
for conduet such as his, for such disregard of
the responsidilities sttaching to the mgu-

ly d could he ight of
agein till he was brought out bh-n.‘ ™
South.

Preston’s counvel them uppli-d o J.a.. ;‘
oon!o'lu«cmb-ihmld.uh.,‘.
application.

Meantime the condemued man was gu ...‘,
Hia wife weat in and hed ber last sad interview
with bim. Her cries uﬂ 20be were hnh’u.
multitude eutside. B

We doudt if a more wuc\uu lxhx\im. o
the workings of the Fugitive Blave Law hay
ever been witnessed. This man's wils steod by
her hulnnd for three days, with a devotion sed

trate charged with powers so
‘What right had Commissioner Morton u
continue sach & trial when & principal wit~
ness for the prosecution refused to snawer
to impertant question on the cross.exam-
inationt What right had e to go en when
another witness, who had played aa impor
tant part in the arrest, refused to sppesr
andtestifyt These circumstances occurred
in this case, They alone were enough to

prd julﬁfy the suspicion that the whole was

a} conspiracy. What right had Commis-
sioner Morton to disregard them ¥ The laws
make the presumptions in favor of freedom.
What right had he to tara them in favor of
elavery? And above all, what right had
he to refuse to bear the witnesses for the
defense, and to send that defendant inle
slavery without listening to a word of testi-
mony in his behalf? .

No excuse but imbecility is possible for
sorducteo unkeard of. 1f Mr. Morton sees
fit to urgo that as his apelogy, we shall ad-
witit. His behavior on the bench would
give ample reason for so doing. Bullied
by the Counsel from the begianing to Iho

Whenever permittd
10 ait near him, she bad fast hold of his hasd i
both of bers, wiinging hemll in the mostin
tense, heli-euppressed agony. Near the time
the final eeptrstion, Bustsed, the- lawpe, iy
console her, pu Imulonnn vrpuld.‘
‘or her!

About 12 o'clock, the pn«um 'M
from the back-room, Gen. Heary F. Tallmsdge,
U. 8. Manshal, in front; hin sons, one en the
ight and the other on the lefs of the “ Mgl
tive,” and two eturdy Deputies of foreign Wrtk
behind. Each seomed satisfied with the hmen

post he was permitted to take in doing the
Slaveholder's work. The Fugi

which he was put. The crowd, chiefly of
colored people, rushed around, to catch their lagt
view of their (riend—some running to the can
tiage-door to shake hands, and bid gooddy,
some in tears, some in suppreseed -.-.,.
lling on God

devotional old woman was heard crying, M
punish 'em! God'll punish 'em I*

‘The carriage leit at ihe time of writing l&
article. Horace Preston is back in Slavery foy
life. A woman robbed of her husband, anda kitle
girl four years old of her father. 8o eads the
fourth Fugitive Slave case in New-York.

end, when at lnst Mr. Busteed i
the Jegal by pugilistie proceedings, shis
magisuate, entrusted with the power of
elavery and lLiberty, but destitute of the
power of preservisg order in his ewn
Court, had vot courage or diguity enough
to zebuke the outrage, but hurries out of
the room to invoke another magistrate te
come in and restore the pesce! Whata
mockery upon the solemn mivisteries of the
{aw, what & satire upon the Actof Con.
gress which entrusts -ucll ponom wll.h
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The Lute Slave Case,

We have already commented on the ex-
traordinary features sttending the com-
mencement of the slave case decided ia
this City on Satarday. The circumstances
attending its conclusion are even more re-
markable. s

The case was conducted before Hon.
Gronoe W. Moxros, U. 8. Commissioner,
and we can truly say that more extraordi-
nary legal preceedings were mever heard
of in 8 civilized country. The duty of the
Commissioner, as he himself stated it, was
o satinfy hitself whether there was suffi-
cient evidence 10 prove the maa a slave,
‘The process copsisted simply ia hesriog
the testimony on one side oaly ; in allowing
the witsess on whose affidavit the arrest
was mide to refuse 1o anawer on cross-ex-
amination, szd to withhold all facts that
may kave been in his knowledge bearing on
the zight of the prisoner to his freedom ; in
declining to take any measures to compe}
the attendance of an importaat witness for
the defense; in refusing to hear the evi-
dence of wilaesses in attoadance on that
side, slthough the respectable ceunsel de-
clared it to be of vital eonsequence ; and
in finally deciding the case, and harryisg the
nan off into alavery with that evideace ua-
beard and unconsidersd.

‘This s plainsad simple statement of the
watter, confirmed by the card of Measrs.
Jay and Cunvea, the Ceunsel for the do-
fease, which we publish in another celuma.

Now, weask, wich all the oalmness pessi-
ble in view of such facts, ean & more out
13geous violation of every legal safeguard
of ipdividual liberty be conceived than this

e, | practiced by Mr. Commissisner Morten?

Does he vegard the right of & mante his
own soul and body s of 20 litsle ccnee-
quence that i$ may safely be anaalied in
sucha manser s this?  Doos he expect to
be sustained by public opiion in deciding
cases whero liberty is eoncerned, witheus
beazing the testimony in favor of liberty t
Why, oa this principle, any ebecare and
friendless man in the community mey be
swors lvnymlobondqa. huthum

seize the vietim and immure hira in seme
obeoure lockop. A lawyer, oqually us-
scrupalous, may be found te swear that he
is adhave. Thus heis handed ever inte
o custody of e U. 8, Murshal and his

authority

I any thing wers wnunz te confirm the
aversion of freemen to that Aet, it mightbe
found abundastly in these proceedings.
Hereafter, it will be in vain for Mr. Web-
ster or any other apologist fur the Act, to
say that the magistzacy it creates is most
respectable and relisble, and the investiga-
tios it provides as good as a trisl by
jury- Ab, if the Massachusette Seastor
bad only stood by bis firet convictions, and
ancured & Fugitive Slave bill, since one we
nust have—with such a trial as one of its
festures. What trouble and wi grace
he country would thea have bees spared!

—
The Facts of the Ontrane.

‘We have commented above on the con-
duct of the Commissioner by whom the recont
Blave case was decided. It ia proper here to
tecall the facts of the sntire proceedings.

It will be remembered, and se the evidence on
the trisl shows, that Preston, the alleged fugitive,
was arrested Iate in the afternoon of Tussday
on the pretendod charge of stesling; that
e master in Baltimore was iinmediately. tele-
graphed that bis man was caught; thet on the
ssme evening he appointed Mr. Busiesd, of this
City, bis agent to pursue and claim the fugitive
for bim; thet the claimant’s som came on nest
day. He wirived bere in the evening, went to
Busteed's about 11 o'clock, and had an interview
with him. Busteed, next morning, made an
an affdavit, swearing positively snd unsquivo
cally to the elavery, the title snd the escape,
making out the whole case.

Preston, the  Fugitive,” was taken by Officer
Martin to the Tombs and locked up in the Bixth
‘Ward celis. He could not, nor eould Mr. Cul-
ver, bis counsel, lesrn that any complsint had
beem preferred sgainst him, or sny warraad
lasued, er any examinstion had, or any commit.
ment made out. He was kopt locked up in that
place, as be says, till 12 or } o'clock af might,
(merk the howr /) then taken eut and conducted
o the Becond Ward Station. Houss. There he
was held till the claimant’s som srrived, when,
it appears, he, to_sther with Busteed and Mar.
tim, held & consultation at the Second Ward Sta,
ticn-House, Preston’s wife, his counsel and
several of his friends bad been untiring in their
pursuit of, and inquiry for him, but could leara
wothing whatever until & man halloed to the
wifein the Park tbat they had just teken hor
busbend into the U. 8. Courteesm. Preston's
counsel and wife hurried with all speed to the
Court-rooms, but om eriving found & witness
swern and giving evidence. At this stage cur
reporter has takem up the ease and kept our
Teaders advised om the subject,

‘When the case was sdjourned en Fridsy after-
2008 to Baturdsy morning, it was wih the
svowed understanding on the part of Preston’s
couseel, and sesented 1o by the Commissioner,
that if the latter should deny the motion made
and argued by Mr. Jay te quash or dismise the
proceedings, then the eonnsel should ge iato
their defenee on the merits. To that end, seve.
€al witnesses were in sttendance ; others had
Process eut for them, to be served se soon as
found. Beme of these withesses had knows
Preston in Baltimors, and were preparsd to
prove the declarations of his former mistress as
0 bis frecdom, end the provisions in ket will te
that effoct. . By athers it was proposed to show
tho admission of the claimant, and others, to con-
lndkt Bustoed's lﬂhvl n‘ prove s mﬂl’

oo Commiscioner, tsesd inmead of dociding the
pnlhhnym-llx Jay, and thes stop.
iag; tosk the csuneel, the priscuer, and the s3-
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New.Yosg-—'X1Xth District.=-T®
Conventions mst st Oneonts, Aprii 1. D&
wate and Otsego Counties erganizing sepereV’
ly. The old quarrel was renewed as to the s -,
of representation, but up te the last scorams b
Regotiations of “ wnion sad harmany” had l“
The Otsego delegation appoiated George'

(s Hunker) as & Delegate t0 Baitimors, -ﬁ'
sructiens for Gov, Marey, snd od) =~

The Delaware Canvection adjoursed "" .
the2d. As mest of the Otsego dolegstes &
mained, i is barely possible they may have:
eumml and uriud 8 some amicsbie

10 be proverrod 1a.inaie taveinag
U [ qllﬂlvl which (he wiet
Todgioent of s coms:

»‘
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from this Btate will meet ot Albeay ea the T
to elect two Delegates at iarge, &e. - .
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fndefinitely peetponed s bill allewing the Bask?
of Wrginia to lesus votes of & less: .
then §5. Every Whig (#4) voted -w-ﬂ" .
poning, with 16 of the Oppesition r—the
ing 67 for pestponing, 06 00 sqaiest i, ~t 3
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