


Do not try this, unless...

1) You have a President that embraces the idea of
sustainable agriculture;

2) You have a creative and sociable garden/farm
manager, who is_rewarded by the livelihood of
producing food,

3) You are good at managing paperwork, or have
someone on staff that is;

4) You have committed and interested colleagues and
students that share your vision;

5) You are single or have a spouse that understands
your work obsession; and

6) You are already tenured and have achieved full rank.



Our situation
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As of this fall, we have student garden
|n|t|at|ves underway on both campuses.




ODbjectives:

1 Demonstrate sustainable land use

orinciples: year-round food
ocal use on college-ownec

production for
properties

Jtilize gardening and food

oroduction

facilities to strengthen current programs
and cultivate new academic opportunities

1 Utilize gardening activities to broaden
connections Into community
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Year 1 — 2009
Made lots of mistakes
but also had some successes
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Garden development:

Fall 2009: AR
Cover crop 2011: 2.0 acre
B (clover and oats) “)\SRRP intensive production
Greenhouse built for . More perennials,
herbs & spices; fruits, rotation, new
cistern constructed A\ research areas;
‘?‘;5 G A\ about 7 acres used
Summer 2009: AN Spring 2010: 1.0 acre
0.5 acre intensive | S\ intensive production
production area SR N AR ) Added onions,
' < ~ \N melons, peppers,
: \ NEHSERAS, ' sweet potatoes,
. _ \ | pumpkins, sunflowers ,
i soil restoration N\ and others; honeybees |*
8 research plot (SRRP) T /’
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Garden Manager:
i Timothy Boucher

)|

My

: )
PHMT s

TG

s g <A sustainable garden™ > }
72 o e AT innovations S L e

¥

5




Peas, cucumbers . Rainwater and snow-melt
and lettuce - collection system for
‘ h
grown together S A v

Main campus grass S, S N
clippings to suppress '— ‘ 2500-gallon cistern for

@f \/ weeds between the rows JIESNIOLSE WEIENTIE
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3 kW solar panel system to be
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>« LI New academic programs
L Service activities




¥ Academic
Departments



Introduction to Sustainability Studies course
50-150 students per year: service hour work site




3-D design
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Three sisters sculpture
and garden
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.
Soll Restoration Science: Effects of soill amendments on

C-sequestration and microbial communities

Botany and Plant Propagation
classes of Dr. Marlene Cross
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), | Extraction and Purification of DNA from Nitrogen-Fixing Bacteria in

} i Organic and Chemical Soils Using Real-Time Polymerase Chain Reaction ﬁ"‘,t
Cerissa Lynch (Marlene Cross) Merc utst Colle ge, Zum School of Natural Science and Mathematics - Biology W
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Entomology and Field Ecology courses:.
Dr. Mike Elnitsky and students
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The case of the
ragweed-overrun

onion field



St.Gabriel

ORGANICS

BurnOut |l
Fast Acting Weed & Grass Killer
CONCENTRATE

Non-Selective Control ' MADE FROM PLANT OILS
For Non-: Pty i
feeds.

(both Annual and Perennial)

For Control of Grasses and Broadleaf Weeds ‘

In Crop and Non-Crop Areas

Match

Burndown Herbicide

L #F FOR ORGANIC PRODUCTION

OMRI-

KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILOREN
CAUTION

Net Contents

‘Marrone 1 Gallon
OLinmans
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Experiment in perenni

Elderberry
Plus
Groundn_ut
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~ Academic programs launched
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o) ,‘, Sustainability Studies Concentrations in
Chemistry and._Biology

Sustainability Studies Minor & Major

Post-Bac Certificate in Sustainability Studies
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Our greatest challenges?

1) Transportation frustration 25-min drive ®

2) Achieving economic sustainability, such
that farm-associated income equals or
exceeds monetary costs, in the absence
of “subsidies”

academic programs are needed that attract
and retain more tuition-paying students

3) Figuring out what to do with the rest of
the farm!!!

advancement of larger-scale educational
Initiatives in sustainable agriculture



Challenge 1: Main Campus Edible Forest Garden Project
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Challenge 2. New academic programs
on the drawing board

Community classes (for credit or non-credit)
Organic gardening series

Certificate programs
Sustainable horticulture and landscaping
Renewable energy technology



Coming in July to Girard
at Mercyhurst West

Sustainable Organic Gardening
Instructor Team: Dr. Mike Campbell, Dr. Marlene Cross, Dr. Mike Elnitsky, and Tim Boucher

This experiment In
community instruction
did not succeed in 2011

®

Carden art installation “Three Sisters” wvailable non-credit ($75)
. : or college credit ($446)

Offering e N e O For Teachers:
Community PRI 3 Act 48 credit
Summer classes L el e available
Thursday evenings and e 2 -
Saturday mornings S e P For more information

July 7 to August 20 Sl 4 . i"'_‘: - L call 774-0704
A or e-mail

Thurdsays 6:30 — 8:30 PM iy ) S _ - o jcampbell@mercyhurst.edu
Saturdays 9AM - Noon = ot




Partnership possibilities with
Renewable Energy Technology Program

.



http://www.sportsmanshabitat.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/ibew-local-58-fishing-tournament.jpg
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Perennial Polyculture
Farming

Mark Shepherd's 106 acre
Seeds of Another Agricultural permaculture farm in
Revolution? Viola, Wisconsin

James A. Dewar

Agriculture as a
Mimic of Natural
Ecosystems

Workshop Report for the
RIRDC/LWRRDC/FWPRDC
Joint Venture Agroforestry

Program Edible Forest Gardens: an Invitation to Adventure

Williams, Western Australia
.05 N 140 . . N .
2 - 9 September 1997 David Jacke with Eric Toensmeier

By E C Lefroy and R J Hobbs




Invitation to Adventure:

Join me on a 1-week travel tour of
perennial polyculture projects in
New York, Ohio, Michigan,
Wisconsin, Minnesota, lowa,
Missouri, and Kansas

Mid-July 2001
Restoration Ecology and Perennial Polyculture

Contact [campbell@mercyhurst.edu for more details
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